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Tin:  following  sketch  of  Owen  Biddlc  is  reprinted  iVurn 

tlie    rK.XXSYLVA^'IA    MAGAZINE    OF    IIlSTOr.Y    AND    BlOGEArilY 

for  October,  1802. 

For  a  magazine  article  great  condensation  and  brevity 
were  reqriisite,  but  notbiijg  of  importance  in  his  ]ilV,  of 
wliicb  we  are  aware,  lias  been  omitted, 

A  sliort  acconnt  of  the  Parke  family  and  a  list  of  bis 
descendants  to  date  (1892)  have  been  added;  and  the  oration 
delivei'cd  by  him  before  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
iMarcli  2,  17S1,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

In  the  genealogical  part  of  my  work,  for  valnablc  assist- 
ance rendered,  I  am  indel)ted  to  Clement  Piddle,  of  Chadd's 
Pord,  Dehiware  County,  Pa.,  and  to  Cliarlcs  M.,  Clement 
M.,  and  William  Vf.  Piddle,  of  Philadelphia. 

IL  P.  B. 

PniLABKLniiA,  Novernijer,  1802. 
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OWEN     BIDDLE. 


Ow]rs  ]>):i)i)LL  was  born  in  17o7,  bis  ln\>t1it'r  Clement 
boiiu:  ihieo  years  Jiis  junior.  Alueli  has  been  written  in 
regard  to  Oienient  J>iddle;  but  of  the  lite  of  liis  elder 
brotlier  Owen  no  complete  account  has  ever,  so  i'-.n-  as  ^^  c  are 
aware,  been  pul>lished.  Allusions  to  and  notices  of  Ini').  are 
to  be  found  scattered  through  \arious  puljlieations,  and  it 
will  he  our  effort  to  collect  and  arrange  into  one  comiiact 
and  connecte^l  wliole  such  notices  as  have  come  undei"  our 
observation,  as  well  as  brieily  to  record  such  I'acts  as  we 
are  in  possession  of;  so  that  it  Uiay  be,  in  a  mea.-Lire,  possi- 
ble to  form  some  estimate  of  the  man,  and  of  the  cliaracter 
of  the  services  he  rendered  to  his  couritry  at  a  most  iin^ior- 
tant  pei'iod. 

lie  was  a  great-grai^dson  of  Wiiruim  and  Sarah  (ICc'mpe) 
Biddle.  Williai'i  Bid.dlc  was  one  of  the  jiropriutors  of  West 
jS'ew  Jersey.  Much  has  also  been  written  about  him;  suflice 
it  here  to  say  tliat  the  first  deed  granted  by  AVilliam  Penn, 
Gawen.  Lawrie,  Nicholas  Lucas,  and  Edward  Byllinge,  for 
land  in  ]s'"ew  Jersey  to  any  pui'cl)a>er,  so  far  as  }'<;t  ascer- 
tained, was  tliat  given  for  one-nineteenjh  part  of  \'rest 
Jersey  to  ^Viliiam  Biddle  and  Daniel  ^Vills.  It  is  dated 
January  2o,  BiTij.^ 

Owen  Bdchlh:  possessed  a  birthright  mcmlicrship  in  the 
Society  of  h'^riends.  IlJs  early  inclination  ap])Cars  to  luive 
been  to  the  study  of  law.  V^e  have  in  our  possession  his 
copy  of  Blackstone's  Commentiiries,  the  fir&t  edition  pub- 
lished in  this  country.-     Whether  he  had  any  serious  inten- 

'  This  deed  is  now  (1802)  in  the  possession  of  E-'ward  C.  Biddle,  Esq., 
of  Phi!adeliihi;i. 

-  Tliis  edition  is  in  four  volumes,  with  an  adihtional  volume  as  an 
Appendix,  mukins;  five  volumes  in  all.    "  I'rinl'jJ  nr:  tiic  Subscribers  by 
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tioii  of  talcinp,  up  IIjc  law  us  a  }ii'ofossioii  we  know  not.  If 
so,  the  intention  was  soon  abandoned.  His  predilections 
were  for  soientilic  pursuits.  He  married,  Sejiteiuber  29, 
17G0,  at  twenty-three  years  of  ag-e.  Sarali  I\u'ke,  of  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  fen*  a  short  time  carried  on  the 
clock-  and  V\'atch-makitig  business;  hut  a  lew  years  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  devolution  ho  had  engaged  in  the 
shipping  and  ini]>oi-ting  business.  Their  marriage  was  solem- 
nized in  St.  ]\iich;ud"s  and  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  and  was 
by  license.  As  the}'  were  Viotli  members,  in  good  standing-, 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  reason  of  their  being  nutrried 
ill  a  Lutheran  church  is  not  known:  Intt  it  does  not  frppcar 
that  they  therel\y  lost  their  right  of  membership  in  tlie 
Society. 

He  ^\'as  one  of  the  signers,  together  witlj  his  brother 
Clement,  of  the  Xon-Importation  Eesolutions  of  the  year 
1765. 

]Iis  scientific  and  mathematical  attainments  wci'e  of  a 
liigh  order.  His  youngest  daughter,  born  in  1780,  in  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  family  which  sh.e  prepared  at  the  re- 
quest of  some  of  his  desceiidants,  writes  of  him  as  follov.'s  : 

"  My  dear  fatlicr  was  a  man  uf  quifk  feelings  and  nervous  tempera- 
ment; ...  of  good  natural  abihties,  improved  by  an  acquaintance 
with  tiie  standard  authors  of  that  time;  but  his  cliief  attention  was 
dincted  in  early  life  to  mechaniesand  scientifie  subjects  connected  there- 
with, which  led  him  liy  degrees  to  a.sironomical  studies;  and  in  the.-e  lie 
co!;tinued  (o  feel  much  interest.  I  remember  the  llrst  Orrery  wliich  at 
that  early  day  I  Jiad  ever  seen,  was  a  simple  one  he  coiv-trueted  lo  give 
us  some  idea,  of  the  motion  of  the  planets  around  tlie  sun.  In  tiiese,  and 
tome  ollicr  jdusuits,  he  was  occasionally  a-sociated  with  Rittenliouse 
and  other  nicn  of  learning  and  science  in  the  Philosoiihical  Society,  of 
\vhich  he  continued  a  memlicr  through  life;  though  the  latter  ])art  of 
it  was  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  other  subjects,  .  .  .  and  led  him 

Robert  Bell,  at  the  late  Union  Library  in  Third  Street,  Philadelphia, 
MDC'CIjXXI."  In  cacli  volume  Owen  Biddle  lias  inscribed  his  name, 
1771  ;  then  follows  that  of  his  son,  .John  Biddh;,  .Jr.,  ]7.=!1  ;  then  that  of 
his  gr;upison,  James  C.  Biddle,  IS.'JO;  then  that  of  iiis  great-grandson. 
Henry  I).  Biddle.  1.S71  ;  thus  covering  a  period  of  one  hundred  years, 
and  incluiling  four  generalions  in  b!ij^.-a!  de-^cent. 
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tci  Inrii  his  attention  to  tlie  iiviprovemcnt  of  tlip  youth  in  onr  religious 
Fooiety."  ' 

lie  ]i;i(l  joined  in  early  life  a  society  called  the  -lunto, 
which  v;as  a  continualion  of  Fi'auklin"s  Jinito ;  and  in 
1703  lie,  together  with  Isaac  Paschall,  was  appointed  "to 
revise  the  laws  and  rnalcc  a  few  alterations  in  tliein."'  Xon- 
resident  members  were  admitied  aficr  ihe  COth  of  -Nfay, 
17GG,  when  it  lost  its  cliaracter  as  a  cluh,  aiid  adopted  the 
name  of  "  The  American  Society  for  promoting  and  propa- 
gating Usefnl  Knowledge."  Among  tlic  names  of  members 
we  find  tho^e  of  Edmnnd  Pliysick,  Olcment  Biddle,  Isaac 
and  Closes  Bartram.  Xicholas  Wain,  and  Bavid  Iviltcnhouse. 

As  the  aims  of  iije  Society  ^\ere  similar  to  iliose  of  tlio 
rhilosophictd  Society,  it  was  proposed  to  ninte  the  two  soci- 
eties into  one;  and  aftei'  considerable  discnssion,  and  some 
delays,  tljc  union  took  place  in  17G8,  and  thereafter  v.-as 
knOwn  as  tlie  American  Philosophical  Society,  and  tlie 
American  Society  ceased  to  exist. 

The  year  after  the  union  of  the  societies,  the  transit  of 
A-'enns  over  the  sun's  disc  occurred,  June  3,  17G9;  and  the 
Society"  made  preparations  for  its  observation  at  titree  dif- 
ferent places, — in  th.e  State-House  yard,  at  Xorriton,  a.nd  at 
Cape  Heitlopen  ;  Mr.  Biddle  beitig  assigned  to  the  latter 
station;  and  Rev.  ])r.  AA'illiam  Smith,  ])rovost  of  the  College 
of  l'rjila.del[iliia,  Da.vid  Ivittcnhouse,  and  Jolm  l^ukens,  ^ur- 
veyor-geiioral  of  the  Province,  at  ^STorriton. 

Tlie  Pev.  L)r.  Smith  wi-ites, — 

"Our  great  di.scouragemeiit  at  our  iirst  appointment,  was  the  \vant  of 
proper  apparatus,  especially  good  telescopes  with  niicrometers.  Tlie 
generosity  of  our  Pr')\incial  Assembly,  soon  removed  a  great  part  of  this 
discouragement,  not  oidy  by  their  vote  to  purchase  one  of  the  best  re- 
flecting telescopes  with  a  Dollond'.s  micrometer  ;  but  likewise  by  their 
subsequent  donation  of  one  liundred  pounds  (tliis  was  in  sterling  rnoney 
$444);  for  erecting  oljservatories,  an']  defniyii.g  other  incidental  ex- 
penses. .  .  .  An  excellent  relJi.'Cting  telescope  iih'jugh  v.-ithout  a  microm- 
eter);  tlie  property  of  the  Library  Conipaiiv  of  I'inladeljjhia,  and  to 
v.-hich.  in.-titutiou  it  was  a  donation  from  the  lion.  T.  Penri, — the  same 

'  Manuscript  of  Tvlrs.  Anne  Tatui.i,  1842. 
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that  had  been  ii.~:cnl  by  Me-::^rs.  Mason  and  Dixois,  v,-hcii  employed  in 
settling  the  bouiulary  lines  of  I'enn^ylvania  and  Maryland,  was  neces- 
sarily appropriated  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Owi-n  I'.iddle,  who  v."as  a]r|>ointed 
by  the  Society  to  conduct  the  01)servation  of  the  Transit,  near  C;ipe 
Ilenlopen."  ' 

The  (ib:=ervation5;  of  till  tlie  parties  wore  snccossfiil,  ami 
p.ro  piil)li>he(l  \\\i\\  full  details  in  the  iirst  volume  of  the 
Society's  Transactions. 

The  Kev.  Dr.  Smith  in  his  conimunicatirm  to  the  Pliilo- 
sophical  Society  on  the  20ih  of  July,  1770,  added  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  letter  fron:i  the  l\ev.  Xcvil  Maskolyne, 
Astronomer  Roj'al  of  En2:land,- 

"Gkeexwjch,  Decenib-^r  llUi,  17'^^. 

"^Ir.  Ma.skelyne  jjre.-ents  his  i:oin])linients  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Fball 
be  obliged  to  him  when  he  writes  to  Philadelphia  for  enquiring  of  !Mr. 
Owen  Biddle  what  is  the  bearing,  and  what  the  absolute  distance  of 
Lewi-town  from  the  stone  on  Fenwick's  Isle  in  English  miles;  or  else 
what  is  the  dilfereiiee  of  latitude  and  departure  in  English  mile-?  He 
may  also,  if  he  pleases,  acquaint  ^[r.  Biddle,  th;a  the  latitude  of  the 
]\Iiddle  Point  between  l-'enwiek's  Isle  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  as  found  by 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Dixon  is  3S',  27',  'j4'^  ;  and  the  length  of  a  degree  of 
latitude,  as  measured  by  them,  is  GS.88G  statute  miles. 

"  Mr.  Maskelyne  would  also  recommend  it  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  the  Xor- 
riton  observers,  h>  settle  the  bearing  and  distance  in  English  miles  be- 
tween Xorriton  aiid  the  southernmost  part  of  the  city  of  Philadolphia, 
or  else  the  State  bL^use  square;  as  this  will  still  further  confirm  the 
situation  of  the  ]Sorriton  Observatory,  by  connecting  it  with  Messrs. 
Iklason  and  Dixon's  meridian  line. 

"]\Ir.  [Maskelyne  liopes  the  Pennsylvania  observers  v.ill  be  to  kind  a3 
to  send  u>  their  observations  of  the  transit  of  ^Mercury,  which  happened 
Novenib', r  0th,  if  they  v/ere  fortunate  cnougli  to  see  it;  and  any  other 
observations  they  have  made,  wiiieh  have  not  yet  been  sent  here,  tending 
to  establish  the  differeuce  of  longitude." 

And  writing  to  Dr.  Smith  on  December  26,  17G9,  he  fur- 
ther says, — 

"I  could  wish  the  difTercnce  of  ]neridian  of  ^Norriton  and  I'hiladel- 
phia  could  be  determined  by  some  measures  and  bearings,  v.-ithin  one- 

'  Barton's  "Life  of  David  Pittenhouse,"  pp.  1G7,  109. 
'"Life  of  Rev.  "William  Smith,  D.D.,"  by  Horace  Werayss  Smith, 
Vol.  1.  pp.  4-I7-4ol. 
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fifliclh,  or  <')nc-]!in)*liei.lili  part  of  llic  whole;  in  orJor  to  connect  your 
ob.servalions  with  lliose  made  at  ]'hil;iilel[ihiii  nud  the  Capes  of  Dehi- 
ware,  as  also  to  connect  your  observations  of  the  longitude  of  Xorriton 
Avilh  tho-e  made  by  Messrs.  Mascui  and  l>ixon,  in  the  course  of  measur- 
ini:-  a  dcirree  of  latitude.  I  ho]ie  to  be  favored  with  an  accouiit  of  your 
observations  of  the  late  transit  of  Mercury  if  you  made  any,  and  of  the 
hitc  eclipse  of  the  moon.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  i'ov  the  continuance 
of  your  corresijondence;  and  am  Sir,  yours,  c*<c., 

' '  X  !•:  \' )  I.  M  A  .s  K  K  I. Y>'  i; . 
"To  ]aFA-.  In;.  S.mxth.'' 

On  tlic  ^-Itli  of  June,  177S,  jiisl  one  week  after  tlie  evao 
tituion  of  IMiihiilelpliia  by  tlie  l')ritisb  army,  JJaTtd  l\iii.en- 
hotise,  l\ev.  J)\\  h^niith,  John  jjukens,  and  Owen  ]]i(.li]lc 
^^•ero.  bn.-^ied  in  malting  ol:>ser\-;(tions  on  an  eclipse  of  tlic 
sun.' 

TheiX'.  M'ere  in  I*liila.(lel})lii;\  at  iliat  linic  several  educated 
and  scieniilic  foreigner.-,  wlio  also  engaged  'wi  astronomical 
observations;  an  exti'aet  cif  a  letter  from  one  follows,  who, 
however,  was  not  skilled  in  iIjc  use  of  tlie  Engli-h  language. 

"  PniLAnA.,  June  30,  1779. 
"Dk.  Sir 

"For  to  accomplish  my  purj>ose,  I  take  the  Honour  in  sendin^^  you, 
to  your  Insight,  a  calculation  of  tlie  late  celebrated  I>li]>se  of  the 
Moon,  passed  May  tlie  i9lh.  In  case  it  should  pain  your  applau.se, 
and  finding  it  to  be  of  any  utility,  you  may  communicate  it  to  other 
respectable  Meuibcrs  of  the  Philosophical  Societ}'  at  Phihidelphia  ;  which 
after  perusal,  you  will  please  to  deliver  to  Mr.  David  Deshler,  and  so 
likewise  the  calculation  of  the  l]clipse  of  the  Sun  last  year  j^ast,  vrln'ch 
I  left  to  your  Hands  when  there.  .  .  . 

"Pray  dear  Sn'!  excuse  me  if  my  l^erformanees  should  be  found  too 
much  in  a  Tligli  German  Di.aloct,  which  is  particularly  to  attribute  tlie 
v.'unt  of  l-^ngli.-li  ?tlathematical  Aulliors,  for  so  to  express  myself  ac- 
ceptably in  tiiat  veiy  term  in  Custom  by  this  Nation.  .  .  . 

"  I  am,  Sir 
"Your  most  obed't  and  humble  Perv't, 

"  JJaxikl  Frlfjiakt. 
"OwKX  PirmLE,  Ji^sQunir.." 

It  ajipears  to  have  lj;jen  a  diirjcult  tasl:  a.t  that  time  to 
print  a  volume  such  a.s  wa.s  the  lirst  of  the  Society's  Trans- 

^  Iiartoji's  "Life  of  D^^id  lattonhoiLse,"  p.  201. 
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aolio!i>.  Ill  .AuL!,"n?t.  T  TOO,  a  coiDinittec  was  appoiiitod  to 
atten.i  to  the  inattiT.  and  a  wlioli/  _\\-ar  Oiapsed  Ivi'ore  the 
astronoiaical  pa}>ci's  \\'rrt,'  linisliet!.  'j'ho  Soo'u'ty  |>rosi'iit(.Ml 
each  mcn-iher  of  tli*.'  Asseniblv  uiih  a  co}ty,  togothor  with 
an  addroi's,  in  \\-]iicli  tiicy  stato  tliat 

"  it  will  f,Mve  sali.^fuctioa  lu  ihe  ineuibers  of  the  liunori'.ble  JIuu~e  to 
find  that  the  Proviuce  wliich  they  represent  can  boast  of  the  tir.-<t  Society, 
and  the  hi-t  iHiblicatioa  of  a  volume  of  Transactions  for  the  advance- 
ment of  useful  kn'r»v!edire  on  this  >ide  of  the  Atlantic;  a  volume  M-hicli 
is  wholly  American,  in  composition,  ]u-intin_u:  and  paper;  and  which,  we 
flatter  ourselv"s,  may  n.it  lie  thought  altnLTfthrr  unworthy  of  the  atteu- 
tioii  of  iiK'U  of  letters  in  the  nu!.-^t  imjn'ov-d  pa.rts  of  tlie  world." 

A  niinthor  of  the-  incniljcrs  of  tiio  Society,  in  tl^x  yoai^ 
1770,  formed  a  "  Society  for  encouraging  tlie  cnltnre  of  sill: 
in  ]'enii>y]vania."  It  was  a  favc>ritC'  iirojcct  of  Benjamin 
Franl<.lin,  and  aUliotigli  it  jiroved  a  fa.ihire,  some  notice  of 
it  may  be  liere  given  <n\  account  of  Mr.  Biddle's  connection 
with  it.  It  was  tlie  fif.-t  effort  of  the  ivind  made  in  tlic 
nortiiern  portion  of  tijis  country,  aUhoiig]]  in  the  Soutlt  it 
a].'})ears  to  liave  f>een  attended  witli  considerable  success. 

Dr.  Franklin,  who  vras  then  in  Enghtnd,  had  written  to 
])r.  Cadwalader  E\ans, 

*' th.at  if  some  provision  were  made  by  tlie  Assembly  for  jnomoting-  the 
growth  of  mulberry  trees  in  all  parts  of  the  province,  the  culture  of  silk 
might  afterwards  follow  easily.  .  .  .  Jt  is  the  happiest  of  all  inventions 
for  clontliitvj.  Wool  uses  a  good  deal  of  land  to  ]iroducc  it,  whirli  if 
emjiloyed  in  raising  corn,  would  afford  mueh  more  subsistence  for  man 
thai!  muttn!!  amounts  to.  .  .  .  ]\Iull;)erry  trees  may  be  i^lanled  in  hedge 
rows,  in  walks  or  avenues,  near  a  hou-e,  where  nothing  else  is  wanted  to 
grow." 

A  jictition  da.ted  the  2d  of  February,  1770,  w.as  i^cnt  to 
tlie  A-;seml)ly,  ''  Signed  in  behalf,  tmd  by  unanimous  (hjsire 
of  the  Society  at  their  meeting,  by  'J'lK^mas  ]]ond;  V.r.,  arsd 
Samuel  Bhoials.  AM'.,"'  licgging  their  a.id  in  I'stablisliing 
a  iila.turc  at  JMiihwI-lphia  ;  and  a  company  \vas  (irganized 
with  the  following  managers  and  trea.-nrei':  Dr.  Cadwalader 
Evans,  Isra<d  Pemberton,  Benjamin  Morgan,  Moses  Ijartram, 
]->r.  Francis  Ali.-^on,  I.Jr.  \Vill!a.m  Smith,  John  Jthea,  Samuel 
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Rlioads.  Tliomas  Fislier,  Owen  Biadle,  Ilonry  Drinker, 
Kobort  Sti-ottcll  -ToiK'>,  >rL\nager.-^ ;  Edward  l\ni!igton. 
Treasurer. 

It  ap]iear.-  t(>  have  b'^en  made  a  stoek  concern;  suliscri])- 
tions  were  mad.e  in  aid  of  the  Socic'ty  by  a  majority  of  the 
most  re-jpectaf)k-'  iidiabitants  of  riiik\ik'l}.kia,  beaded  by 
Hon.  Jolm  Tcnn,  wlio  subscribed  X20,  and  AVilliam  Alk'U 
and  dames  ILiuiilton  each  £15.  The  total  sub.scriptions 
amoun.ted  to  al^out  .i'l'DO;  and  tlie  Assembly  afterwards 
voted  £1000  towards  the  object. 

Pren^iums  were  given  to  those  persons  vrho  raised  the 
o-reatest  quantity  of  cocoons;  and  a  prize  of  £10  was  giveri 
in  1771  lo  Joanna  Ettwei)i,  of  Betlileliem.  and  am-)llicr  was 
awarded  to  ^frs.  Susannali  Wright,  of  Colunibia,  Ik-nnsyl- 
vania,  and  from  the  silk  woven  from  her  cocoons  a  court 
dress  v.-as  made  for  the  Queen  of  England,  which  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  samples  of  the  same  were  de- 
posited in  the  Philadelphia  Lil)rary. 

On  the  5th  of  Januaiw,  1770,  ^[r.  Biddie  was  elected  one 
of  the  curators  of  the  i'hilosophical  Society;  and  on  the 
18th  of  May  of  the  same  year,  the  Society  a)-)pointed  him, 
together  with  'Mv.  Joel  Hadley  and  liichard  Tlioma-^.  to  take 
the  courses  and  distances  from  Xew  Castle  Court-house  to 
the  State  House  Observatory,  in  the  most  careful  and  accu- 
rate manner,  that  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  each  might 
he  deterndncd;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  23d 
of  July,  1770,  Mr.  Piddle,  in  his  accouut  to  the  Society  of 
the  measuremcnls  he  had  made,  read  the  following  letter 
received  by  him  from  the  Pev.  Dr.  Smith  : 


"PniLAnA.,  23fi  July,  I'/iO. 
"Dr.Ait  Sir:  Since  you  finished  your  measurement  from  New  Castle 
Courtdiouse  to  the  PliiliKlelphi;!  Observatory  in  the  State-hou<e  Square, 

the  nSlh  vol.  of  the  [Koyal  i:n-!i>h]  I'hilosoj.hical  Traii>actions  has 
come  10  lirtnd,  coiitaiiiiu;-  t!ic  whole  work  of  ML-:>r>.  Ma-^ou  and  Dixon  ; 
and  it  is  with  j',re:a  j.h.'a-ure  T  find,  tltat  the  h)ntriUide  of  the  middle 
point  of  thepenim-ula  (and  consequently  of  your  Ob.-rervutory  at,  Lewes) 
in  respect  to  Philadelphir,  will  come  out  almost  entirely  the  same  from 
their  work  as  youi-.,  aliho'  obtained  by  ditTeront  routes." 
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Tiio  grorit  intciest  \vl)i<^1i  (lie  riiilc-opliiciil  Socioty  li.'ul 
nianifostc'l  in  the  transit  of  A'onus  of  170'.',  and  tlio  suc- 
cess of  tliL^  oljsei'valions  of  the  tliffercnt  committees  ap- 
pointed to  view  it,  were  of  p;!'eat  value  to  llic  Society  iii 
brimrinL;:  it  to  the  notice  of  Euro[)e;ui  savants,  and  had  the 
ctfeci  of  rcsui'recting  if  from  its  com^>arativcly  hniLi-uidi  and 
neai'lv  moi-ilmnd  condition,  and  oi'  infusing  new  life  and 
vigor  into  it. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  177S.  AFr.  Biddle  was  elected  one 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  Society- ;  and  on  the  4th  of  Janu-- 
arv,  1782,  one  of  the  councillors.  On  the  2d  of  March, 
1781,  lie  delivei'ed  the  annual  (")ratiori  before  the  Society:  it 
heiiig  one  of  a  series, — the  othei-s  having  l:>con  delivered 
hy  tiie  ilev.  Di.  Smilli,  l)r.  13.  Jvush,  David  Kitlenhouse, 
Timothy  ]\rat]ack,  and  ])r.  ]'.  Bond. 

Tile  work  of  tlie  Society  was  n^.ostl}'  suspended  during 
the  Revolution.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1781,  there  was  a 
special  meeting  to  hear  Mr.  Biddle's  report  of  the  situation 
of  tlie  Silk  Society.  ]  Te  reported  it  to  ho  a  failure,  and 
recomnicnded  that  an  Act  of  Assen-Jdy  he  sought  for  the 
transfer  of  the  unex])ended  i'unds.  A  committee  was  there- 
u[>on  a]ii)ointed  to  di-afl  th(_'  jietition;  and  on  the  lotli  of 
April,  1782,  an  Act  of  Assembly  wjis  passed  '•  transfen-ing 
the  monies  and  properties  to  the  Philosophical  Society,  wlio 
are  to  lie  accountable  and  i-e-deliver  the  same,  whenever  a 
.majority  of  tlie  sul.iscribers  to  tlie  Silk  Society  shall  request 
it,  to  revive  their  institution." 

AVe  have  thus  grouped  together,  and  recorded  in  a  lirief 
manner,  Ihc  leading  tacts  in  regard  to  his  connection  with 
the  Pliihjso}ihical  Society,  ami  will  now  return  to  the  year 
1775. 

On  January  23  of  that  year  he  was  appointed  a  delegate 
to  the  Provincial  Conference,  held  in  Philadelphia,  and  in 
which  the  resolve  of  non-importing  was  conlirmed,  and  the 
eric(nii'agement  of  domestic  manufactures  was  urged,  espe- 
cially that  of  saltpetre  and  gunpowder,  "  inasnnich  as  there 
existed  a  great  neeessit}- for  tliern,  particularly  in  the  Indian 
trade." 


Oircn  BUMk. 


13 


Congress  roasscmblod  (>n  the  lOili  of  ^^av.  and  General 
AVaslniio'ton  was  appointed  coinnian(U  r  of  the  army.  The 
battle  of  Lexhigton  liad  been  fouglit  on  tli'.'  lOih  (»f  April, 
and  on  the  17vl:i  of  .Jnne  tliat  of  Butds-er  Hill  (^eenri-ed. 

These  stirring  and  oventfnl  times  inllamed  the  ardor  and 
aronsed  the  zeal  of  the  brothers  Ijiddie.  vMlhongli  edu- 
eatrd  in  the  pcacealile  tenets  of  the  Soeiety  of  Friends,  they 
lx>tli  entf^'ed  hc^art  and  soul  into  the  impending  ecnitest. 
Owen  remained  at  home  engaged  in  pul)lic  dnties  of  a 
pritriotie  character,  while  Clement  entered  the  army. 

A  committee  was  appointed  Juno  30,  1775,  termed  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  fur  the  province;  "for  raising  TrO';)['S  v.dien 
they  judged  ]:iroper  and  necessity  should  i-erpiire;  .  .  .  for 
jjaying  and  snp}ilying  thein  with  iiccess;ii'ics  '.vhile  in  actual 
service,''  etc.,  and  they  were  authorized  to  draw  ordo'-s  on 
the  treasurer  for  the  alcove  }iui'[)0ses.  Owen  .P>iddle  was 
a}>pointed  a  member,  and  "swas  very  active  and  eflicient  in 
his  discharge  of  the  duties  connected  therewith.  On  July 
G  he  was  one  of  the  committee  for  the  construction  of 
boats  and  macliines  for  the  defence  of  the  river;  on  July 
14  he  was  ordered  to  jirocure  f<»ur  tons  of  gi'ape-shot ;  on 
August  15  he  produced  an  order  from  the  City  Committee 
for  lead  and  Hints  they  had  in  their  jiossession  ;  on  August 
31  he  was  directed  to  [irocure  for  the  use  of  the  Board  a 
"  Seal  about  the  ^ize  of  a  Dolhir,  with  a  Cap  of  Liberty,  and 
a  motto,  yiiis  is  rnij  ri/jJ'i  and  I  v:iU  drfr/hl  it^  inso'ibed  with 
IV'unsylvania,  Committee  of  Safety,  1770;"  and  on  the  7th 
of  September  he  is  desired  to  procure  a  rifle  that  will  carry 
a  half-pound  l)all,  with  a  telescope  sight.  On  Jurie  1,  177G, 
he  is  requested  to  procure,  properly  assorted,  tho'cc  hundred 
tons  of  cannon-shot ;  and  on  the  8th  of  June,  James  and 
Owen  Biddle  a.re  authorized  to  agree  for  a  sufHcient  number 
of  storehouses  in  Germantown,  t<->  conlain  the  salt.  salt])etre, 
and  other  articles  btdonging  to  tlie  Pi'o\ince,  that  may  bo 
thought  necessar}- to  send  thei'e  for  their  better  security; 
and  tlnally,  on  August  7  he  is  (b.-sired  to  [U'ocure  the  neces- 
sary clothing  for  Col.  Atlee's  battalioi).^ 

'  For  reft  rcTice  to  the  above,  see  Colonial  llecorcis  (First  ."series),  Vol.  X. 
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A  conforenco  of  tlic  t-kk'^-aJo^  from  all  the  County  Com- 
mittees was  held  at  Pliiladelphia  on  the  ISth  of  Jmie,  3  776,  at 
Cai-penters'  llall,  to  deeiJe  upon  tlie  mode  of  electinix  <lele- 
gates  to  a  Provineial  Convention  for  the  piurposo  of  franiinp^ 
a  new  Constitution  for  Pennsylvania,  Cono-re.-s  liavinLj; 
reeommended  the  formation  of  ncvr  State  go^■ernments,  this 
method  of  effec'tinu'  the  eliano-e,  whieh  was  pur>-^ued  in  other 
States  by  a  revolutionary  convention,  was  determined  upon, 
"  for  tlio  expi'ess  purpose  of  forming  a  new  government,  for 
this  Province,  on  the  authoi'ity  (>f  the  }ieople  only." 

The  convention  was  composed  of  eiglU  memhers  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  and  i'roii\  each  county,  all  elected  by 
the  people;  tlie  delegates  from  Philadelphia  being  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Fredtriek  Ivuhl,  vOwen  Tiiddle.  George  Clymer, 
Timothy  ]\Iatlack,  James  Cannon,  CJeorge  Schlosser,  and 
•David  Kittenhouse, 

TJiey  assembled  on  the  lothi  of  July,  177G,  and  continued 
in  session  until  the  -J.Sth  of  Se]»terjiber,  when  tlie  new  Con- 
stitution was  ]iromulgatC(L 

Owen  Biddle's  mime  is  not  attached  to  tlie  Constitution. 
Xeitlier  is  that  of  George  Clymei-.  It  is  known  that  Mr. 
Biddlc  sat,  on  the  day  of  signing,  in  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  was  busy  all  day  in  paying  ofi^  the  members 
of  the  Convention.  AVhether  in  the  hurry  of  business 
he  neglected  signing,  or  Avas  oppc^sed  to  some  of  its  pro- 
visions, cannot  now  be  ascertained  from  any  accessible 
document. 

On  July  G,  177G,  at  a  meeting  of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety, 
Gcoi-ge  Clymer,  Chairman: 

"The  President  ol'  the  Congress  this  day  sent  tlie  fulhnving  Resolve 
of  Congress,  wliich  is  diiected  to  be  entered  on  the  Minuics  of  this 
Board. 

"In  Congress  .Ith  .1iily,  177G. 

"  Ji'-S')l>-o/,T\r.\t  ci»iiies  of  the  Declaration  he  sent  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  and  Couneils  of  Safety,  and  to  the  several  Com- 
D/anding  Ofiicers  of  the   t;ontinent;d  'i'roop-,  that    it  be  jiroclaimed  in 
paeh  of  the  I.'nitcd  States,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Army. 
"  By  order  of  Congress, 

(Signed)         Joux  JrANCOCK,  PiesJ't." 
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"In  con.-^c-quoncc  of  tlie  above  Uosolve,  Letters  weie  wrote  to  the 
Counties  of  Buck?,  Chester,  Northampton,  Lano;ister,  and  Berks,  Inclos- 
ing a  Copy  of  the  .said  Dechxration,  reijuestinp;  tlie  same  to  be  publish'd 
on  Monday  next,  at  the  places  where  ilie  Election  for  Delegates  are  to 
be  held."  " 

Tlie  following  document  apjicurs,  a  bill  for  expenses  in- 
cuiTeci  in  eonijiliancc  with  the  in.stractions  of  Congress  to 
transmit  a  eo[iy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  each 
of  the  places  nained;  a  photographic  fac-simile  of  which 
\vc  uive  : 


''The  Commit  lee  of  Safety 

""To  Michael  Kulm,  Dr. 
"To  go  PS  an.  Exjiress  to  Chester  County  4  day=.  at  1o 
"To         do  do  Lancaster  County  4  days     . 

"  To         do  do  Potts  Grove  &c.,  3]  days      . 

"To         do  do  Bucks  Countv  4  davs,     .     . 


"  Pay  the  above  account  being  for  services  done  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  as  per  the  al)ove  account, 

"Oavex  Bidpi.e,^ 

"10th  July,  1776. 
"To  JoHX  Xixox,  Esq.  &  others 
the  C'jmmittee  of  Acco'ts." 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  Major  (afterwai'ds  General) 
Thomas  .Mifflin  to  Owen  T3iddle.2 

"CAMBniDGE  Camp,  2.Sth  July,  1775. 
"■  Deak  Mr,.  Bin])LE 

"You  cannot  oblige  me  more  than  by  a  Repetition  of  your  last 
Eavor,  and  may  depend  upon  ray  Exertions  to  gratify  you  whenever  a 
proper  opportunity  offers. 

"  P^ver  since  we  came  into  this  Camp  we  have  been  employed  in  se- 
curing our  Posts  around  the  Enemy.     Our  work-,  are  near  completed,-- 

*  Tliis  document  i-:  in  the  possession  of  Edward  C.  Piddle,  Esq. 

'^  I'or  this  letter,  and  tho.^e  which  follow,  we  are  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  Mrs.  Xeilson  J.  Pillu-,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Biddle,  Esq.,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of 
Owen  Biddle.  They  are  selected  from  her  large  and  important  collection 
of  ianiily  papers. 
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indeed  tliev  are  already  very  rorniidable,  and  in  my  ojjinion  impregnable 
to  the  Ivegulars  in  their  present  weak  state. 

"IT  you  Iodk  into  Aitkcn"s  ^Map  of  Boston  Environs,  you  may  be  able 
to  form  an  imperrecl  Llea  of  tlie  two  Camps.  The  Enemy  are  strongly 
posted  on  Bunker's  Ili!' — a  Cockpit  or  Redoubt  on  the  Crov.T. — two  in 
the  Centre,  a.nd  a  strong  Line  at  tlie  loot  of  tin.  ilil!.  'Their  out  Centrics 
are  posted  about  two  hundred  and  fil'ty  yds.  from  the  Bottom  of  theliill. 
Our  advaneed  Post  is  near  the  same  place.  The  Gentries  not  more  than 
50  yds.  from  each  other.  Oisr  v.orks  extend  from  Mystic  River  on  the 
East,  to  Cambridge  River,  Roxbury  &  Dorchc-'ter  2seek  on  the  West. 
\\q  have  ^Vinter  Hill  1*^;  Pr<:,-pect  Hill  well  secured  with  Redoubts,  ttc. 
— many  works  in  the  Intervals  and  on  each  River.  .By  De.-^erlers  just 
come  over  to  us  we  are  iiifurmed  that  the  Enemy  have  erected  a  Bomb 
Battery  against  our  works  on  Prospect  Ilil!  &  projiose  to  open  the  Ball 
this  Day,  and  that  they  have  prepared  a  large  Float  to  etiter  Cambridge 
River,  &  intend  to  burn  tbi-  Towtk  These  tldngs  arc  merely  Cascon- 
adc,  :;r.d  if  attemjited  to  be  j'Ut  in  execution  cannot  hurt  us.  They 
have  alread.y  hardened  our  people  by  Bombarding  Roxbury  in  vain; 
and  ]dainl\  prove  the  v>-ant  cif  sti-englh  to  attempt  our  liines  by  an 
approacli. 

"  The  Post  is  just  setting  oiT  which  obliges  me  to  close  my  Letter  with- 
out giving  you  the  Actions  of  this  day,  which  may  be  a  busy  one.  Your 
Letter  ha-,  not  been  in  my  possession  more  tlian  15  minutes.  Had  I  rec'd 
it  sooner  you  should  liave  had  a  Letter  instead  of  this  bare  ackiinwledge- 
ment  of  its  answer.  Make  my  best  llespecls  to  Clemmy  and  your  I'am- 
ily,  ^  believe  me  to  be 

"Your  very  sincere  &  att''  Frd. 

"  T.  MirFLix. 

"  Bunker's  Hill  is  One  mile  and  a  few  perches  from  Prosj)ect  Hill. 
Within  Cajinoa  shot.     A  rnile  &  a  half  to  ^Viuter's  Hill— -The  same." 


On  ih.c  dtU  of  Marcl!,  1777,  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil and  the  Assemblv  under  tlie  new  Con.stitution  met ;  and 
on  the  loth  of  Marcli  they  estalilished  a  Board  of  W^ir,  tuid 
a  Xavy  Ijoard  ;  the  iurmer  consisting  of  nine  pcr.-ons,  of 
whom  Mr.  l>iddle  ^\-a.s  one.  lie  \v:ts  appointed  President  of 
th.c  Board  on  the  13th  of  M;trch,  and  acted  as  sucIj  for  sev- 
eral months.  The  Committee  of  Safely  'Wcis  tlien  disj,ien.-ed 
with. 

On  tlie  oth  of  May,  Clcinenl,  wlio  was  v.ilh  the  arm}', 
writes  to  hi.-,  brother  as  follows  : 
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"  rir.Ai)  Qua]:t]:i!S,  ]M(ii:ims  Towx, 
"Dkai:  Owex  i\lay  o,  1777. 

"1  should  coinjihun  of  your  silence  did  1  not  know  how  much  you 
are  engaged.  .  .  . 

''The  afhiir  at  ]);inbury  cost  the  enemy  [iretty  dear.  I  think  their  loss 
must  bo  300  killed  I't  v/ounded.  ^Vc  had  destroyed  al>'  LSOO  bbls.  salt 
provisions,  2000  bus.  grain,  G  or  S  Hhds.  of  Rum  &  Wine,  2  or  3  of 
Sugar,  v*i:  IGOO  Tents.  Tlie  arrival  of  three  Vessels  to  the  Eastward  much 
more  than  con)]jensates  our  Loss  in  every  arliele.  .  .  . 

"Our  Army  begins  to  be  very  respectable,  and  in  a  few  days  our 
strength  will  be  equal  to  the  Enemy  in  the  field,  Our  men  are  hearty, 
vvell  clothed  and  provisioned,  and  in  fine  spirits — mo.->t  have  Tents  and 
the  '.vhole  will  in  a  ivv:  days.   .   .  . 

"  jly  presence  here  is  necessary.  1  never  will  quit  in  dishonor,  and 
am  ready  to  render  any  service  wiiich  my  Couniry  may  require  of  me  ; 
but  unless  I  am  established  on  some  footing  belter  than  at  jjresent,  I 
cannot  support  it.  ...  I  never  wish  to  v>'ithdrau'  myself  from  Danger 
while  all  around  calls  for  the  exertion  of  each  individual.  .  .  . 
"  With  love  to  Sally  &  the  children, 
"  I  am,  I)'"  Owen, 

"  Y'afi't.  ]5ro., 

'•■  CLi;\ti;NT    BiDDLE." 

By  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  lolli  of  October,  1777  (tlie 
city  then  beiiiu'  occupied  by  the  Bfitish),  a  body  wa>  created 
termed  the  Council  of  Safely,  con.sisliiig  of  tlie  Supreme 
Executive  Council  and  nine  other  persons,  Mr.  Biddle  was 
also  a  member  of  this  body.  I'his  Council  was  dissolved 
Dccemlxu-  b,  1777,  by  prochimalion  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council. 

lu  June,  1777,  he  was  a[)pointod  I)eput\'  Commissioner 
of  Forage.  His  Ifrothcr  Clement  was  tlien  acting  tis  Com- 
missary-Geiiei-al  of  Forage,  tmd  he  became  his  dej)Uty. 
TJie  following  dcjcummt,  stating  the  terms  on  whicli  hv. 
was  employed,  appea.rs ;  of  which  we  gi\'e  a  photographic 
cop}'.  < 


"Terms  proposed  for  Owen  liiddle,  t'-qr.  A. CO.  Forage  at  Phiiadel- 
jdiia  for  conducting  the  Business  of  the  ])epartnjeiit  there. 

"  Lst.  That  he  be  aHov.'ed  one  (>uartcr  per  cent  by  the  States  on  all 
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monies  drawn  Ity  him,  anil  exiHMuio.l  in  the  ilistricf  t^outh  Wcsi  of  tlie 
Delaware. 

"2d.  Tliat  the  .^anie  allowance  be  paid  liim  by  tl\e  Coniy.  (ifiil.  of 
Forag'c  to  make  u]i  liis  C'ointnissinns,  one  half  jicr  cent. 

"  3d.  The  n>ual  eomini>sioi"i?  to  bo  jiaid  liini  for  jnirchases  in  his 
distriet  of  the  City  and  County  of  Phihtdelphia. 

"4th.  Necessary  A?-i-tants  and  Clerks  tu  be  allowcil  him. 

"5th.  Olhce  l^ent  to  be  jjaid  by  the  Slates. 

"N.B. — The  wliole  accounts  of  the  De])artmcnt  to  be  transmitted  to 
Philadelidiia  for  Settlement  at  the  (Jllice  there,  by  liim  or  a  dejnity  in 
tlie  Oi'hce. 

"  Tlie  i\')rage  busine::S  beinir  in  great  distress  for  want  of  a  suitable  Per- 
son to  con(iuet  it  at  l-'liiladelphia ;  and  not  being  able  to  procure  n, 
pro]>er  one  for  tlie  ]iurpo.-e  short  of  the  al>ove  conditions,  I  am  under 
th.e  ncoc— i^y  of  engaging  ^fr.  Jiidd'e,  fearinr  the  want  of  his  Services 
should  bring  distress  u])on  the  Army,  and  confusion  creep  into  the  De- 
partment. 

"Nat]i.  Grkkxe,  Q.^l.G. 
"  Middle  Brook,  1st  April,  1779. 
"  I  confirm  the  within  on  my  i\art. 

"  Clk.mext  Biddle,  C.G.F. 
"To  Owy.y  Biddie,  E-q. 
"A.  C.  G.  F. 

"Philadelphia." 

Whicli  floeumenl  is  endorsed  un  tlie  Ijack  :  "  The  tei-nis 
01!  Nvliirdi  Major  OloihM'u]  Greene  and  C,  l>id(Jle  ejii[)!oyed 
nie  in  the  Forage  (h.'])arirnen1.'' 

His  cousin,  Gljurles  Biddle,  wlio  Avas  then  at  sea,  writes 
him  a?  follows  : 

"Mole,  Feb'y  1,  1777. 
"  Deak  Sir 

"I  Nvas  in  hopes  to  have  seen  you  by  this  time,  but  one  accident 
or  another  ha-^  prcveiited  me.  I  expect  soon  to  see  tjje  Brig  here.  I 
long  to  have  a  Cruize  in  her.  I  cannot  expres-  the  uneasiness  I  feel  at 
being  here  at  this  tinn-^  but  hojie  soon  to  be  with  you,  tho'  I  could  make 
out  exceeding  wel!  by  -ta.ying  here.  Capt.  Pickering  in  a  Brig  belong- 
ing to  the  State  of  ^Maryland,  that  fitted  oui  at  this  j)lai'e,  cut  out  of  the 
N.  side  of  Jamaica  a  large  ship  and  several  .-mall  vcs.-els. 

"]  have  sent  you  by  Mr.  Hunter  to  the  amount  of  fifty  dollars  in 
small  ai  tides  that  must  neat  a  great  Pr(jfit,  and  will  Ining  or  send  the 
remainder  by   the  next   good  opportunity.     As  1  write   lo  none  of  the 
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Family  Imi  you,  please  to  give  my  alVecuonate  lov>.-  to  tlicm  all,  and 
believe  me, 

"  {Mcmn.  Ill  Ourn  Jiiddle.)  "  Dr.  Sir, 

Cajitain  Biddle  has  remitted  to  inc,  "  Your  most  a(lt  kiusinan. 

10  J1S.  Canvass,  cost        .         .  fol.]:!.2  "  t'^:  humble  Serv', 

1   "    Linen  .         .         .         .6.  2.D  "Cjias.  IUuplk." 

Twine 1.17.G 

Pins  &  Needles,  by  Alex'r.  Hunter,  LS.i:) - 

£7S.  8.5 
"26  May,  1777. 

"OwKX  BriiPi.E." 

Mr.  Biddle  also  joined  witli  eiglity  otlicf  nioreliants  in 
becoming  personally  responsilile  I'or  abont  two  Imudred 
andi  sixtv  thousand  p')nnds  t'oi'  supplies  for  the  army,  without 
wliieb  assistance  ii  could  not  have  ]>een  retained  in  tliu  field. 

The  two  following  letters  are  in  reference  to  the  forage 
business  : 

From  Owen  Biddle  to  Clement  Biddle. 

"  Philada.  SO'-''  Nov'  1770. 

"  DkAK  Br.OTHKR 

"...  Continental  money  goes  on  depreciating  at  a  rapid  rate. 
Hickory  fire  wood  is  at  £00  per  cord  ;  Flour  £7-5  per  hundred,  and  in  many 
places  in  this  State,  Rye  is  at  €12,  Corn  £10,  P^arley  £8,  Oats  £5,  Buck- 
wheat £G,  ])er  bushel.  I  svc  no  prusjiect  of  the  price  reducing  under 
the  present  situation  of  our  funds.  .  .  . 

"  I  am,  your  affectionate  Brother 

"Owen  Biddle." 

From  Oweji  Jjiddle  to  Colonel  Charles  Pettit. 

"Pirn.ADA  IX'cr  31^'  1779. 
"  Sir 

'•' Agi-eeable  to  your  Requisition  I  have  endeavored  to  make  out  an 
Account  of  furage  purchased  in  one  year,  which  I  have  subjoined.  It 
h:  chielly  taken  from  actual  returns;  and  where  returns  have  not  been 
made,  the  quantity  is  rated  rather  under  than  to  exceed  what  I  believe 
to  have  been  [lurchased. 

"  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  that  satisfaction  I  could  wish  re- 
s{K'ctiug  the  prwjiortious  used  in  difl'eront  seasons  of  the  year;  as  many 
returns  made  into  tlic  office  specify  only  the  annual  amount  v.-ithout  dis- 
tinguishing the  monthly  purchases;  but  there  i-  evidently  more  by  near 
one  third  used  during  the  winter  than  during  the  sumuicr.  The  follow- 
ing account  w  ill  diller  from  that  v.hich  I  rcu'lercd  you  the  21st.  lust.,  as 
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tli:!t  was  (loiio  linstily,  wliioli  occ-asioiied  several  roturns  to  be  overlooked 
and  sonio  dislriels  not  taken  into  the  aceounl,  Init  it  will  apjiear  that  I 
lia.d  not  e;;,".j:;^erat(d  the  ijiiantity  in  that  estimate. 

"In  the  Ea-tern  States  the  (juantity  of  grain  con^nnled  is  small  eom- 
jjarcd  with  the  nnaiitily  ol'  Hay,  occasioned  by  the  use  of  oxen,  which 
is  an  advantage  vrorthy  of  noti.. 

'■'An  AeeounL  of  Foraire  pureha.scd  and  consnmeil  in  one  year. 

Bus.  Grain.       Tons  Hay. 

rnrchased  by  Ced.  Finnic  in  Virginia      .         .         .        8S,0S5  327 

rurehased  by  Cil.  Hut,  part  in   ^'i^ginia,  aiid  j)art 
in  Pennsylvania      ....... 

In  Western  shore  of  [Maryland  .... 

"  Eastern  do  .... 

"  Delaware       ........ 

''  Pennsylvania,  viz., 

Phihula.  Uity  and  (.\>unty  .         .         .     ■    . 
Chester  County  ....... 

r>erks  Connty      ....... 

Lancaster  County        ...... 

Cumberland,  York,  and  I^edford  Cos. 
Northumberland  County    ..... 

Xo!  tliampton,  and  l.Uicks  Cos.  (supposed  to  be, 
not  having  returns)  ..... 

In  New  York  State  (>upposed  to  l>e,  nut  having  re- 
turns)        

"  Jersey  Stale  (sup[»osed  to  be,  not  iiaving  returns) 
"  Connecticut  ........ 

"  Rhode  Inland 

"  Massachusetts 

"  New  Hampshire  (supposed)         .... 

"  Albany  district,  not  included  in  the  estimate  f.^r 
New  York       ....... 

Total  amount  ....... 

"  Out  of  this  quantity  of  1,003, lio7  Bushels  of  Corn  and  Crain,  aliout 
fifty  thousaml  shoidd  be  deducted  which  is  sent  from  Virginia  and  the 
Western  shore  of  ^laryland,  to  the  head  of  Elk;  and  wdiich  is  included, 
in  tlic  quantity  siiecilu^d  as  purchased  in  Virginia  and  the  Western 
shore  of  Marylami  ;  also  on  the  Eastern  sliore,  which  occasions  it  to  be 
taken  into  the  account. 

"  I  am  with  respect 

"Sir,  y^jbed'  ct  lible  serv' 

"0\Vi;X    BlDDLE 

"A.S.S'  C.  Gen'  Forage 
"  Col.  CifAia.T-.s  PKT'nr 

"  A.Q.M.  General." 
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The  ccloliratod  Thomas  Paiuo,  autlior  of  "  Coiiinion 
Son.-=c'/'  etc.,  v.-licu  compelkHl  to  resi:j;n  lii>  commission  as 
scorotarv  to  the-  Congressional  Committee  of  Foreign 
AlTairs,  January  8,  1771',  for  ])ublisliing  in  the  I\ini<>iih\nua 
I\(ch\'f  of  January  2  and  5  of  the  same  year  two  letters  in 
rea-ard  to  the  suj'j^lies  Avliieh  Silas  Deane  and  3>eaumai'chais 
professed  to  have  pureliased,  wliieh  were  really  a  present 
from  tlie  Court  of  France,  became  a  clerk  to  Owen  Biddle, 
and  whilst  in  this  p<x-dtion  lie  still  prosecuted  his  controversy 
with  Deane.  The  next  year  (1780)  lie  was  appointed  clerk- 
to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tliose  members  of  the  Society  of  Fricjids  who  had  taken 
an  active  parr  in  the  Eevolntion  were,  after  the  war  was 
over,  denied  their  usual  riglus  and  'privileges,  and  the 
J-h'iends  proceeded  to  disown  them.  On  the  20tli  of  Febru- 
ary, 1781,  tlie  folhwving  i>ersons  met  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Wetherill  :  Isaac  llowell,  James  Sloane,  Kobert ^Parrish, 
White  ^Latlack,  Samuel  Wetlierill,  Owen  Piddle,  Closes 
Partram,  and  Penjamin  Say,  and  they  organized  a  society 
of  their  own.  v.diich  they  entitled  ''  The  Monthly  Meeting 
of  Friends,  called  by  some  Free  Quakers,  distinguishing  us 
from  those  of  our  brethren  who  have  disowned  us.'' 

The  number  of  members  was  said  to  have  been  al>out 
one  Imndred,  among  whom  were  Christo]iher  Mai'shall, 
Timothy  Matkedc,  Joseph  Stiles,  Peter  Tliomson,  John 
Claypoole.  and  John  Eldridge.  They  started  a  sul»scri]ition 
for  the  ei'cetion  of  a  meeting-liou^e.  and  with  the  fund 
thus  raised  purchased  a  lot  of  ground  at  the  sontiiwest 
corner  of  Arch  arid  Fifih  Streets,  and  erected  the  l)uilding 
still  standing  tJjere,  with  the  inscription  in  its  gable  end 
testifying  to  its  having  been  "Erected  a.d.  1788.  Of  the 
Empire  8." 

They  also  [letitioned  tlie  Legislature  for  a  lot  of  ground 
for  burial  purposes,  and  on  the  2Gth  of  August,  1780,  an 
act  was  passed  vesting  in  the  Free  Quakers  a  lot  on  the 
west  side  of  Fifih  Street,  betvv-een  Prune  ami  Spruce 
Streets. 

There  liad  l)cen  a  contest  in  1774  between  the  governor 
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oi^  Virginin  aiul  tin.-  nuthorities  of  rciinsylvania  in  regard 
to  the  Ixiumlai-v-line  between  the  two  Stale.-.  The  fort  at 
Pittsburgh  had  ];een  seized  bvoi'dATs  of  L(M-d  Dunmore,  lie 
claiming  it  was  Avilliin  tlie  A'irginia  boundary;  and  troidtles 
ah<o  arose  with  tlie  Indians,  t^n  Febru:uw  11,  ITS'2,  Owen 
Biddie  v.-as  appointed  to  run  the  boundary-line  between  the 
two  States,  a  work  which  he  doubtless  performed,  though 
we  have  no  i-eeord  of  it. 

ITis  residence  was  I'oel  Hall,  which  occupied  the  .site 
of  tlie  present  Girard  Collcgu,  and  which  was  liurned 
during  the  Briti.sli  occu}iation  of  the  city,  and  it  has  usually 
beerj  su^sposed  was  desti'oyed  in  retadiation  for  his  acti\'ity 
in  the  Anieriean  service.  ]5ut  upon  investigation  tliis 
}/roves  to  be  erroneous.  Tlie  Pcil  ILdl  property,  containing 
forty-tive  acres  of  land,  was  pui'chased  June  7,  1742,  by 
Oswald  Peel,  who  duubtless  ei-ected  the  luansion.djou-e,  and 
from  wliom  it  derived  its  name.  In  17(3o  Oswald  Peel 
died,  and  Ijis  executors  conveyed  the  same  to  Turbutt 
Francis,  who  the  sanie  year  conveyed  it  to  AVilliam  Dowell. 
lie  died  in  17G8,  and  on  the  17th  of  April,  1771,  his  widow- 
conveyed  the  same  to  Andrew  Doz,  who,  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1775,  conveyed  it  to  Ivicha.rd  Pcnn. 

It  was  during  the  ownei-sl/ip  of  Ivirha.rd  Penn  that  the 
building  was  Inirned  (in  Xovember,  1777),  the  excuse  being 
that  it  served  as  a  protection  for  the  rebels  in  firing  upon 
the  13  ritish. 

On  the  l-Vih  of  February,  1770,  Pichard  Perin,  by  Ids 
attorney,  Tench  Fi'ancis,  conveyed  the  said  forty-five  acres, 
will)  the  ruins  of  the  mansion-house,  to  Owen  Biddie,  the 
deed  reciii)iL!"  tliat 


"  the  capital  Mc-ssuuge.  called  Peel  Hall,  with  the  outhouses,  improve- 
ments and  gardens,  beinjr  now  torn  down,  burnt,  and  almost  destrriyed  : 
and  the  tract  or  piece  of  land  bLd'Hiijing-  thercunt')  biiui^^  laid  \va>le  and 
opened  to  common?;  ;  the  Fence-  whic-h  euc!<)-ed  the  same  beini^  taken 
away  and  de.-^troyed  ;  and  the  siiid  T.-ncli  Francis,  attorney  for  the  sai'! 
Richard  Venn  being  mindful  of  tlie  Trust  in  him  reposed,  tliiiddng  it 
most  advantajreous  to  the  estate,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  lUchard 
Pcnn,  to  sell  and  di-pose  of  the  same;   nccordiiifdy  lias  contracted  with 
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nnd  sold  llio  same  to  Owcti  ]^>i'lillc  I'nr  ihe  con^idorritioii  of  Nine  tliou- 
suiid  throe  liuinlred  and  Ijglity  Seven  pounds  liiwfid  money  of  T'^nii- 
svlvania."  ' 


The  followiiiu'  lottor  is  from  Goore'o  Lux,  l^sq.  ITo  LaJ 
irinrric'i]  Calljnrino,  (laup-bler  of  J-Mn'ai'd  llidiHo,  ot' lleudiiio;, 
.ra.,  ami  ]\-r^itled  in  ]5a]tinii)!-o.  fldwufd  I'.iddle  was  a  mom- 
ber  of  ilie  Congro.-ses  of  1774  and  1775,  but  was  unablo  to 
attend  the  latter  Congress  on  aeeouid  (^f  ill  bea.Uii.  He  died 
Scptcniber  5,  1779. 

"  Balti.moiu:  2'i  Decenil)er,  1770. 
'■  Dr. AK  Sm 

'''I  did  myself  tlie  [deasurc  of  v.-riling  you  by  General  Tliom[r>on  a 
few  days  ajrrt  In  (be  letter  T  menfiiined  .several  letters  being  furwardi'd 
to  j\]rs.  Biddie,  and  ]  did  m.it  luinl^  at  tlie  time  I'f  v.riting  it,  that  I 
^b()^lld  have  so  good  an  ojijwMliiMity  of  sending  it  directly  to  .Atrs.  I'.iddle 
without  troulding  you.  I  nin-t  n.ow  ])eg  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  to 
IJeading  the  letter  lor  ]Mrs.  Eiildle  aecona[)anying  tliis. 

'  Ainong  those  Philadelphia  ])ioperty-holders  who  suflered  loss  by  the 
British  oceupation,  ueeording  to  an  appraisement  made  in  1.782,  were: 
"Richard  Penn  and  Sarah  Master's  estate,  Northern  Liberties,  West, 
cG4890,"  whieh  doubtle-^s  included  this  iiroiierty.  Itiehard  Penji  had 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Lawrence  Mas;ters,  ^lay 
21,1772. 

As  it  may  bi'  of  interest  to  continue  the  title  to  this  ))roj>erty  to  its 
occupancy  by  Girard  College,  we  add  the  following: 

Owen  Biddle's  as.-dgnees,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1784,  conveyed  to 
James  Starr  the  mansion-house  and  nineteen  acres,  being  the  easternmost 
jiart  of  the  tract  ;  a.iid  on  the  Ist  of  ^lay,  1785,  they  conveyed  the 
westernmost  jiart  (twenty-live  and  one-quarter  acres)  to  Henry  Cha[)- 
man.  On  the  3d  of  Xovemlicr,  1792,  Henry  Chap>man  conveyed  to  John 
j\layo;  and  on  the  Is',  of  Oetobor,  1704,  James  Starr,  and  on  the  22d  of 
November,  1791,  J(>l)n  Mayo  conveyed  the  same  unto  Jei'emiah  and 
llichard  Parker.  The  said  Eichard  Parker  died  intestate  and  without 
i.ssue  February  2G,  b'^lS,  leaving  two  brothers,  Jeremiah  and  ^Villiam 
Parker,  and  four  si-tcrs,  Lydia,  .Saradi,  Eleanor  f Parker}  Foullie,  and 
Peliccca  (Parker)  llallowell.  ]>ydia  I'arker  dird  December  5,  1823, 
unmarried  and  intestate;  Jeremiah  I'arker  died  Oclol)er  27,  LS27, 
having  devised  all  liis  real  estate  to  his  brother  William  ;  and  (Jii  the 
Gth  of  June,  1831,  'William  Parker,  Eleanor  I'^oulke  (uddow),  and  John 
and  I'ebecca  Ilallov.'ell  conveyed  the  said  me-.-uage  and  forty-five  acres 
of  laii'i  to  Sle[dien  Girard  i'or  the  consideration  of  thirty-five  thousand 
dollar.s. 
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'"Tlii.-is  fuiwanlcd  by  :\P  Luilicr  Martin,  Attorney  General  for  tliis 
Stale.  1  must  request  the  favour  of  you,  :\Iy  dear  Sir,  to  get  both  tlie 
plans  of  St.  Peter's  i^-  Christ  eluucho^,  and  send  [tlienil  down  by  him: 
let  them  be  j-ariieularly  speeified,  so  as  to  be  obvious  to  the  nieanest 
capacity,  for  ^ve  must  have  a  good  Church  in  this  town,  if  possible. 
Any  expence  ari.-ing  from  employing  a  Draughtsman  .'^:c.,  I  \\\\\  readily 
pay  you  on  demand,  >.^  knowing  the  sum  by  Mr  Martin  ;  he  is  requested 
to  call  on  you  for  the  idans.'  .  .  .  iJelieve  me  to  be 

"Dear  Sir 

"  Your  Friend  vS:  Serv' 

OwEX  BjDni.E  Eso" 


Wc  select  from  an  extensive  correspondence  a  few  letters 
to  and  from  Owen  Biddle,  cliieily  relating  to  the  perplexities 
and  troitble.5  \vliich  he  encotuilcred  in  conducting  [he  Inisl- 
ness  of  the  Forage  Department. 

"PniLAB^  OctobM-i*M/79. 
Dkar  Cjj:^r\iy 

"  .  .  .  ^\  e  had  hopes  that  our  ?iIoney  would  appreciate  in  consequence 
of  the  measures  adopted  by  Congre.-s,  and  a  general  wi.-^li  prevailed  for 
that  jiurpose,  and  that  ye  jirices  of  Forage  would  become  more  mod- 
crate  and  stationary.  .  .  .  Before  I  received  your  last  letter  I  was  cou- 
vinced  to  ye  contrary,  &  had  made  a  formal  application  in  writing  for 
1,200,000  Dollars  as  necessary  for  the  Immediate  supjjly  of  the  Army  & 
Cattle,  agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  Mes,."  Chaloner  &  White,  be.-i"des 
what  might  l.)e  wanted  for  forming  magazines.  Since  then  our  necessi- 
ties have  increased  beyond  credibility,  and  for  want  of  money  we  are 
obliged  to  decline  the  purchase  of  large  quantities  of  Forage  which  has 
been  oftercd  for  ready  money,  altho'  I  am  certain  some  disaster  must 
hapiK-n  for  want  of  it.  .  .  .  This  you  may  dej.end  on— that  I  cannot 
furnish   forage  for  the  army  agreeable  to  your  expectation  or  the  wants 

'  In  a  meniojandum-book  of  Owen  Eiddle,  we  find  the  following 
under  dale  of  January  IS,  1780:  '■  .lohn  Folwell  has  had  at  dillerera 
times  the  following  sums  of  money  for  a  model  of  Cluist  Churcii  ;  viz. 
185,  50,  60  and  i'OO  dollars." 

Tin's,  of  course,  is  in  Continental  currency. 

In  the  same  book,  under  date  of  .May  31,  1780,  he  quotes  the  price  of 
vegetables  as  folio v,-s: 

"  Peas  at  market  this  day     .         .         .     30  dols.  a  half  peck. 

Asparagus Fy     "      pr  bunch. 

Cabbage  plants.         ,         .  from  15  to  20     "       '■   hundred. 
Cutter         ....  from    8  to  12     "       "   pound. 
^adi^hes 1     «       «  i^,^,,,^,]^;. 
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of  tlie  army  unU.-s  I  am  kept  in  c;i--h  to  >.ii)ii:iori  tl.c  exponcos  of  the  dt- 
parlmont.  .  .  .  For  lieaveii's  sake  represent  our  .•-ituatio!!,  una  obtain 
s]'>ecuy  aiul  oiTootual  advances  of  ca-li  with  which  I  will  be  answerable 
tliat  you  shall  have  a  suHicieticy  of  Furaire,  if  it  is  Id  be  had  ;  but  with- 
out 1  .-hall  cKUsi.kr  iny<e!f  entirely  free>l  from  any  tibli-atiou  to  pntvide 
for  yon.  1  wotihl  rvit  have  you  con>i(ler  ihislA'tirr  as  a  matter  of  forin, 
but  subsfaiifi'.ili'i/  trut-,  and  to  avert  the  distresses  that  must  ensue,  I  do 
entreat  your  interposition.  I  am  out  of  Forage  (Grain,  I  mean),  out  of 
money,  and.  I  apply  to  yuu  as  my  iJli nicr  resort,  after  other  ofaeial  appli- 
cations liave  failed. 

"  I  am  D''  flrotlicr 

"  \'  vrry  affect^ 

''OWKX    lilPDLE,  A.C.G.F. 

"To  Col.  Clemkxt  Btpiu.k 

"  Commiss''  Gen'  Forago 

"  New  A.Vind^^or." 

Owen     Bidelle    to    Colonel    .\relnl.akl    Steel,    A.C.G.F., 

]\Itirtin5bin'i^. 

"PlIlLAl.^  3^  .Alareh  IT.^U. 

"Sir 

"...  The  very  necessitous  situation  of  the  Public,  for  want  of  ways 
and  means  to  jiruvide  .-uitably  lur  the  su]i|iort  of  the  .-everal  dciiartments 
of  the  Army,  makes  me  very  unhapjiy,  >S:  I  liave  no  doubt  but  all  those 
Gentlemen  in  power  wdio  have  the  Dianagement  of  our  hnances  are 
equally  distressed  and  much  eml.i.arra---ed  ;  at  the  same  time  that  I  feel  for 
our  own  distressed  situation,  i'^  have  the  greatest  compassion  for  them, 
upon  wdiom  all  our  complaints  for  want  of  Money  mttst  center;  and  like 
Atlas,  they  have  a  world  of  dihicultios  to  su])iiort. 

"After  premising  thus  much  you  will  readily  imagine  that  the  subse- 
quent part  of  the  Letter  contains  oiily  an  apology  for  not  sending  y<iu 
the  money  you  de-ire;  as  in  truth,  such  has  bL-eii  my  situation  fur 
several  months  pa-t.  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  borrrjw  all  the  money  I 
)iad  credit  for,  to  add  to  the  little  I  received  from  the  ]>tdj!ic,  to  jiay  the 
running  exjieiiCes  of  the  oiHce,  and  to  answer  some  special  Orders  from 
iny  superiors  in  olhce. 

"I  suppose  y(va  have  Ix-en  informed  that  General  Scliuyler,  Gen' 
iMililin  oc  Cul.  I'ickering  are  appointed  by  Congre.-s  to  make  a  general 
new  arrangement  of  the  .-:tafr  deparlmeiU^  ;  to  inquire  into  tlie  conduct 
of  all  stall'  olhcor-.  t'^cc.  (^c.  From  this  apj)ointmeiit  Cimgress  have  great 
('.x])ectations  of  some  useful  reform,  and  that  tlu^y  will  adopt  siudi  jilans 
of  a3Cono)iiy,  that  the  future  sujqdie-:  will  be  more  adequate  lo  the  public 
expcnces.  I  long  for  these  Gentlemen  to  enter  upon  business,  i]i  jiopes 
I  shall  be  delivered  iii  some  way  from  my  pre-eut  embarra-sjncnts, 
which  are  almo-t  insupportable;   but  we  cannot  slirink  i'vom  the  burden 
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at  liiis  time  with   rcpnlation   to  our.-t'!vcs,  nor  \vitlu)ut  great  inconveni- 
ence to  tiie  cause  in  wlucli  wx'  are  eni'-aired. 

"I  llat'cr  myseir  ihc-e  considerations  will   have  the  same   iiifluencc 
ii])on   us  all  :  wliicli  will    at  le;isl   secure  to  us  the  a]i]»rol)alioii  of  our 
country;   iliat  will  lie  sonae  comjicn-atioii  I'or  the  sacrifice  we  are  daily 
in.iking,  Loth  of  our  jieace  of  mind  .V  furtunes. 
"  I  am, 

'■  Your  Obcti'  Iramhle  scrv' 

"OWI-JN    ElliDLE  As.s'  C.G.F." 

Frorji  M;ijor-Genei'al  Ai'uold  to  Ccloiiel  Ck'Hioiil  IViddle. 

"Philad'  March  Jl.  1780. 

"J  have  a]ip!icd  frequently  of  late  to  the  Forrage  blaster  for  ]Iay  & 
Oats  i'or  my  Horses,  and  can  obtain  neiilier,  aiid  they  arc  i:ow  starving. 
I  must  request  ihat  you  will  give  orders  that  I  may  be  supplied  wiiii 
Tiotli.  Jl'  there  is  no  Oats  in  the  ^^lagazines,  J  will  order  some  liought, 
provided  y<ui  \vill  pay  for  tiicm,  which  will  oblige 

"Sir, 

"Your  most  IJble  serv' 

"  B.  AiixoLD  MG'. 
"  CoLOXHL  Binr>],E." 

His  brotbcr  C-lciiioiil  ]iad  for  some  liirio  foniid  tlial  the 
dtitie.s  conuected  \\itli  liis  ofliee  as  Comiiiissary-General  of 
Forag'e  ^\■ere,  ]_)ririeiji:dly  IVoiii  not  beliig  .«u[i[ilied  whh  the 
requisite  funds  t'oi'  iii;d>:iiig-  tJie  necessary  ]iurehasos,  very 
barassinp,-  and  ]a.borious,  and  lie  ^vas  no^\■  dosirnus  of 
retiring  from  tliis  vexatious  post  in  oi'der  that  bo  miglit 
devote  some  attention  to  bis  private  aiiiiirs,  wlii'jh  bad 
sufiered  iVom  neo-]eet.     ]le  writes  to  Owen  as  fo]lo^vs : 


"  Moni:is.rovv-x  IS  March  17S0. 

"Dl-AK  OWEX 

"Iv.i^lito  retire  from  tlic  perjilexitits  it  emliarjas.sments  in  v.-jiich 
my  Oi'ilce  is  involved,  but  we  iiiu-t  act  with  caution  to  obtadn  as  largo 
supplies  as  ii(i>~:ble  towards  di-charging  our  J  )elus  ;  and  the  J.ove  1  have. 
for  tlie  Army  Sc  my  country,  prevents  my  taking  any  hasty  measures  to 
quit  the  service  when  ]  see  my  jirescnce  is  bolii  u.-etul  t^:  necc--ary. 

"  1  mu-t  watoli  for  the  favorable  moment  to  retreat,  which  J  am  more 
anxiou:^  to  do  on  account  of  Uiy  numerous  [jublic  Accounts  v.diiel;  remain 
unsettled. 

"Without  your  continuance  for  soiue  time  f  shall  be  involved  in  still 
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greater  tlifricultie^ — therefore  am  mueli  oli!iu:ed  by  your  delcriiiijiatioii 
not  to  quit  ine  li;i<tily.  ...  I  kmnv  tliiii  Geii.  Greene  thiiik.->  our  ser- 
vices car.nut  1il-  disjienseil  with,  if  lie  is  ubliL^ed  toeoiitiimc. 

"  Yr  aiTt.  r>ro. 

•'  C.  r.n>i)LK." 

From  Owen  l^iddlc  to  Colonel  Philip  ^^^l■^tolk'r,  Lebanon, 
Lanc;i:^ier  Coiintv,  Pennsylvania. 

"  rjin.ADr.i.pniA  IS  July,  17S0. 
"Djjak  SlK 

''I  have  spared  no  reasonable  pains  to  obtain  money  for  you,  but. 
without  succ(\ss.  .  .  . 

'■' Your  situation  is  deplorable  l»ut  not  siiigular;  ve  all  pToan  ur.der 
public  jioverty,  and  \vi.-.h  devoutly  to  lie  rc/lievL-d,  but  as  yet  ciuinot  have 
oar  dt'siros  in  any  w  a>  ;  llioy  will  iieiLher  do  without  us,  nor  enable  us 
to  do  for  them.  1  have  wrote  as  spirited  a  re])resentation  of  our  case  to 
be  laid  before  General  Greene  as  I  was  capable,  &  insisted  upon  some- 
thing decisive  bein;jj  done.  If  we  are  neces-ary  to  the  Public,  we  ought 
to  be  su})ported  ;  if  usele-s  we  ought  to  be  discharged.  One  of  tliose 
alternatives  I  have  insisted  v.pon.  .  .  . 

"This  mornirig  Doctor  Cochran  canie  from  General  ^Va.-^hington's 
Quarter-:;  he  informs  us  that  Admiral  Greavo--,  with  six  s!ii|is  of  the 
line  <t  six  fiigates  ai'e  arrived  at  New  Yoi-k,  ^^  that  Peojde  who  had 
come  from  N.  York  to  Head  Quarters  =;ay  there  has  liecn  another  en- 
gagenicnt  between  tlie  combined  fleets  ^^  tlie  Th-iti^h  in  the  \\'e<t  Indies, 
&:  that  the  latter  has  suHeicd  considerably.  'J'his  wants  confirmation. 
We  have  no  certain  information  of  what  is  doing  to  the  southward; 
only  that  mo-t  of  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  had  taken  protec- 
tion from  the  enemy  ;  the  .-imple  sheep  have  fooli>.hly  leagued  with  the 
ravenous  wolf;  in  (■on--e!picnce  of  which  the  iriilitia  in  that  State  are 
ordered  to  turn  out  to  defend  lliemselves  ag;iin>t  the  Ilt-bels.  This  will 
probably  be  an  active,  bhxjdy,  and  expensive  camjiaign  ;  but  1  do  not 
conceive  it  will  terniinat;'.  the  war,  as  the  pulse  of  all  the  ombatants 
beats  high  with  expectation  of  Victory  ;  and  no  disjiosition  to  submit 
to  degrading  terms  which  some  of  thenr  must  come  to  before  there  can 
be  peace. 

"  I  am  with  regard 

"  Y'our  obed'  Serv* 

"OW'EX    IJiDDLE. 

"Col.  Pjiilip  MAiisrni.Lr.n 

"  D.  0.  G.  F. 

"  I^ebanon,  Lancaster  County." 

The  twij  followJnif  letters  are  froni  his  l>rother  Clemetit. 
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"]\ror.r.Ts  ToAVN  ]\[;iy  10,  1780. 
'■'  Deak  Owkx 

"...  Tlie  cnlls  of  tlic  Treasury  Pio:!!!.!  on  tlie  sunjcct  of  Account-5 
fiii;il!y  decided  ine  on  resigning,  tliat  I  niiylit  ntiend  ;it  riiilada.  by  the 
1"  of  June. 

"  x\ceordingly  I  sent  my  resignatiiin  to  Gen.  CTreene,  i^  lie  sets  the 
justice  of  niy  reasons,  i^-  ajiproves  uf  my  retiring-.  1  have  wrote,  i^  sluill 
tlii^  day  ^tud  riiy  Letter  ic  his  ExecUeney,  Gen'  AVa-hington,  inform- 
ing of  the  reasons  wliieh  obliged  me  to  take  tliis  slei^.  Although  I  th.ink 
he  \vi,-lies  me  not  ti,)  h:'ave  him,  1  tliink  he  cannot  object  to  ir,  t^i  T  expect 
to  be  with  you  liefTc  the  i-nd  of  the  month.  My  next  Letter  will  prob- 
ably inform  you  with  some  certainty  when  I  shall  leave  this. 

"I  really  quit  the  Aimy  with  riluctance,  as  1  wish  to  serve  my  coun- 
try ;  and  1  ])!eier  the  Army  to  the  City, — but  1  can  now  be  of  little  ser- 
vice by  renuiining ;  my  feelings  are  hurt  on  several  accounts  ;  and  the 
extensive  &  difl'u-ed  state  of  my  private  Account,-  ahirriis  mc-  v.h.'.n  I 
think  of  my  Family,  in  case  any  accident  sliould  prevent  my  personal 
attention  to  settling  them.  .  .  . 

"  Yr  aiTt  J'.ro. 

"C.    Bll.DLE." 

"Mop.r.is  To-wx  :\Iay  IS,  17S0. 
"Dj^ar  Oavkx 

'■  i  have  this  morning  received  a  very  aflectionate  arid  fiiendly  letter 
from  Gen'  Washington,  which  decides  my  leaving  the  Army,  &  shall 
set  off  in  ten  days,  or  perhaps  sooner,  for  Philadelphia. 

"If  you  can  engaga^  a  house  that  you  think  will  suit  me,  you  may  now 
do  fco  with  certainty. 

'•  T  am,  jy  Owen, 

"Yrs  C.  ]:Ui.];)].i:." 

From  Colonel  Cliarles  reltit  to  Owen  Liddlc. 


"  I  have  just  now  rec'^  a  letter  from  the  lioard  of  Treasury,  of  v,-hich 
the  following  is  an  extract.  This  Letter  seems  to  be  in  an.^wcr  to  one 
I  wrote  tlitm  yesterday,  in  which  I  mentioned  the  ai)[>lication  I  made  on 
your  liehalf  tire  20th  July  for  L10,o(j0  dollars,  and  the  general  estimate 
of  C(;l.  C.  Diddle,  presented  the  IGih  June.  I'ut  v.hat  I  hero  give  you 
is  all  they  say  upon  the  subjec!. 

"  I  am  Sir, 

"Your  most  humble  Serv*. 

"  (UrAS.  Pkitit. 
'■  3.  Augt.  1780. 
"OWKX   P>11)I)J,K  I>ot;." 
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"Tkf.asuky  O.Frici:, 

2"*  Au^Lnist  17?0. 
"Sir 

"  Your  :q*plicali(iii  (latcd  flie  31<t.  nltiinn  for  Eic^ht  hundred  and  sixty 
thous:;nd,  two  liuudrC'l  and  til'ty-eiglit  Dollars  for  tho  use  of  Col.  A. 
Steel,  \Villi;;ni  e'oo!c,and  .1.  Rennet,  Depiuio  in  tlie  Fora.ge  Deiiariraent, 
lias  been  eon^idered  by  ihe  Board,  ll  is  not  in  the  jiower  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  supply  you  at  present,  which  renders  it  expedient  to  defer  tlie 
re(]uisite  repc-rt  in  your  favor." 

In  tlie  month  of  -luly,  17S0,  CuMicral  Xailitmie'l  GreeMie 
rc.-sigiied  his  p(^sit'ion  ns  rjiiartorniastcf-general  ;  an<l  Colonel 
Tiniotliy  Piokei'inc:,-  was  iipjiuititoij,  on  the  6th  of  August,  to 
sucecod  him.      There  was  eon.-iderable  clelav  in  his  an-iving 


Y\i\   not  hapi^cn  until  the  30th  of 


at   heaii-(iUartL'i's,  wliieh    e 

September;    and    numerons    lettefs    passed    between     tlie 

brothers  on  the   sulijeet.      Clement  writes  on   the  loth   of 

Se]>teraber  as  follows  : 

'•Camp,  Sept.  15,  1780. 
"  Di:ak  Owkx 

"  ]  wrote  by  an  E-Vpress  which  went  yesterday,  since  wliieh  I  have  not 
naich  to  add. 

"  As  Col.  riekerinfr  was  not  arrived,  ami  tliis  day  was  the  last  on  which 
our  certilicatcs  had  any  validity  by  the  Resolve  of  CouL^'ress  of  2^'' 
ulto.,  Genl.  Greeue  t^-  myself  waited  on  Gen'  \Vashin_'ton,  c^i  rein-e- 
sented  the  ca-:e,  which  occasions  inuch  ditfic.uhy.  An  Express  is  gune  oil 
to  liasten  Col.  Pickering  to  Camp,  and  the  General  is  to  g;ivc  me  a  special 
pov>-er  to  give.-uch  certilicatcs  as  are  rerpiircd  for  ten  Days,  or  uiilil  Col. 
Pickering  arrive^.  Nntb.ing  but  the  good  of  the  Army  and  .^ervice  could 
induce  me  to  act  nudcr  sucii  circum-^tances, — but  fnDU  my  attachment  to 
them  I  mu^-t  from  my  feeling-  and  seniiment.>  do  all  in  my  ]iower  till  my 
succe.vsor  arrives;  and  1  earne-tly  ]H-ay  it  may  be  soon. 
"  With  Becky's  &  my  Love  to  you  all, 
"  I  remain, 

"  Yr  affect  Bro. 

"C.  Bit»d].t;." 

"Camp  Tappan,  Septem.  21,  17S0. 
'■'  I)i:ak  Owkn 

"  I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  that  Gen'  Washington  had  gone  to  Dan- 
bury  to  an  interview  v/ith  tlu:  Count  de  Kochauibeau,  and  the  Army  is 
commanded  by  Gen'  Greene. 

"Yesterday  v/e  lemoved  from  Kinderhook,  about  S  miles  back,  to  our 
old  Camp  at  this  jjlace. 
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"The  Troops  liave  bcLii  frequently  without  boef,  aiul  I  am  t>orry  to 
gee  tlioir  supplies  so  >hnit  ainl  uueeitiiin.  .  .  .  Wo  are  without  news 
yet  of  Ciii.  riehcriiijr,  but  surely  the  (Jeueral's  letter  t)f  the  loth  must 
briui:;  iiim  up  hefoie  this  week  is  out.  I  am  really  anxious  to  got  to 
Pliiladelphia  with  my  Family. 

"1  am  D'  Owen,  with  I'eeky's  it  my  love  to  the  I'amily, 
"  Your  afleet  lu-o. 

"  C.  r>ii>Di,i:." 

Il  ^\as  this  time,  during  the  ah.sotee  of  Wa-hino-ton  from 
the  army,  while  rm  a  visit  to  C'oinit  ]ioc-hamlH';ui,  at  Hart- 
ford, wliicli  General  Arnold  selected  to  meet  Miijor  Andre, 
near  Stony  Point,  foi*  the  piiri>ose'  of  making'  tiri'angements 
with  liim  i'or  d'.'livcring  up  AVe.^i   Point  tt)  the  I>ritish. 

Tlie  followii^g  letters  from  his  hrothcr  Clemetit  tind  Geo. 

Lux  follow  : 

"Camp  Tai-J'AX  Sept.  20,  17S0. 
"  Dear  Owex 

"  General  Arnold  went  otl'from  West  Point  on  board  one  of  the  Ene- 
my's ships  whieh  lay  bebjw  Stony  I'oiut ;  on  r^Iajor  Andre,  the  P.ritish 
I  >.  Adjt.  Genl.  being  taken  up  by  a  jnirty  of  militia,  it  a  number  of  papers 
found  u\\  him,  at  Tarrytown  ;  which  discovi-red  a  ]dot  lor  delivering  np 
the  Fort  on  tliis  day  ;  but  tlie  change  of  wind  prevented  their  Shins 
coming  U|i,  :ind  r^Iajor  Andre  being  secured,  brought  the  aOair  to  light, 
just  as  Genl.  Washington  arrived  at  the  J'ort  on  his  return  I'rom  llartlord 
— but  I  have  no  further  jiartieulars  yet. 

"Tlie  1st  Pennsylvania  Prigade  marched  last  night  for  West  Point, 
&  the  whole  Army  are  iip.der  arms;  this  ])robably  was  the  destina- 
tion of  the  eight  Reginicnt-,  suppo.-ed  for  ^'irginia,  which  1  mentioned 
in  the  enclosed  letter  for  you  to  ooiumunicate  to  Thos.  Kieliardson. 

"  \  shall  set  olf  on  Thursday,  unless  Gen'  ^Vashingt^n  stiould  not 
arrive  here  t<^-monow. 

"  1  hope  to  see  you  l\v  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  next  week,  it  am, 

"  D'"  Owen,  Y'  aliect.  Pro. 

"G.  Pir.DPE." 


"  Paltimoiie  17  Oct.,  17S0. 
(Wednesdav) 
"Djvvi;  5^in 

"  .  .  .  .  Most  people  here  y.'cre  extremely  shocked  at  General  Ar- 
nold's tieachery,  btut  J.  mu.-t  confess  I  was  not;  for  I  have  uniformly 
thought  hini  cajjabli.'  of  every  villainy,  ever  since  tlie  year  177ij.  Poor 
]\Iajor  Scull  gave  nie  .-^ucli  instanc(-s  ol'  liis  mal-inactices  asfjxed  liirn  a 
Piascal  in  my  ojunion,  wdiich  no  sub>rqiient  action  of  gallantry  on  his 
part  could   ever  eradicat':-.     'I'iie  jioor  Major  constantly  concluded  every 
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letter  Iroiu  Canada  witli  ex|ircssin;j;  liis  tVais  that  Arnold's  treachory  or 
rashness  would  he  the  niin  of  our  aiTairs  in  that  quarter. 

"  1  am  iilad  t'>  hoar  of  the  spirit  of  vii^or  cxeroisod  hy  y(«ur  Council  in 
banishing  old  ]"rank-;  and  l)i!!y  llaniilton.  I  am  no  advocate  t'or  j)erse- 
cution.  but  it  is  certainly  time  to  throw  aside  that  lenity  to  ilie  disaf- 
fected, whirli  has  been  so  constantly  abu-od  ;  our  State  is  too  nineh  so,l)Ut 
they  liave  never  liad  the  enemy  among  them  to  arouse  their  feelings,  nor 
discovered  cutij  active  trea.-io/i  In  a  iiI'Di  of  rn'fc.  .  .  . 

''  We  ai'e  told  that  Genl.  Gates  will  be  speedily  in  Philada.  in  order  to 
have  a  Court  of  l-hnjuiry  njiun  him  lor  his  beha\'ior  at  ti^e  Ijaille  of  Ca.ni- 
den.  Ill-natured  iieojde  iVeely  cxpre.-s  their  susjncions  of  his  being 
bribed, — but  it  is  a  very  ungenerous  thing.  He  is  neither  insatiably 
avaricious  nor  ])rofusely  extravagant  (both  of  which  Arnold  was), — and 
therefore  has  r,ot  tlie  jirop^'r  foundation  of  corruption.  I  j.ity  hinr  ex- 
tremely, ibr  lie  has  lately  lost  his  only  son  Bob,  who  died  last  week  of  a 
corisumption  ;  poor  Mrs.  Gates  i^  almost  uid.  of  her  .^cuolS,  for  she  p.er- 
snaded  her  IJuslia.nd  to  take  command  of  the  Southern  army,  wdiich  lie 
at  fij-.-t  intended  to  decline;  >;o  that  she  incessantly  exclaims  again-t 
herself  for  being  tlie  cause  of  his  misfortune.  It  is  -aid  here  Geid. 
Greene  is  to  take  command  of  the  Southern  army,  which  I  hope  -will 
be  the  case  ;  for  Gcnl.  Smallwood,  though  sensible  and  clever,  lias  not 
alertness  and  activity  enough  in  his  composition  for  so  important  and 
conijilieatcd  a  command.  .  .  . 

"  Please  to  remember  Kitty  and  me  [larticularly  and  aflectionately  to 

Cousin   Sally,   Jolmny,  and  the  rest  of  your  Family, — to  Uncle  John, 

your  brother  Clem,  and  hi>   Lady,  Gen'  e'v:.  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

Hutcliinsou.     Kilty  is  very  well  considering  lier  situ.-ition. 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  aflccfioualely, 

"Gt;o.  Li^x. 
"  0\\j:.n  Bii:»di.j:,  Esqk." 

From  Owenj  Tjiddlo  to  Colonel  TJoIktI  L.  Hooper,  Easton, 
reiiiisyhaiiia. 

"  I'iJfLADA.,  Dec'r.  81,  17S1. 
"Dj:ak  Sii; 

"...  I  have  sent  by  tin;   return  of  the  waggon   one   Barrel  of  ."\Ia- 
deira  Wine  cont*'  •!'•>  Gallons.     Col.  .Marshall  chose  the  Pipe  for  General 
Washingtoti,   Col.  Pettit,  Col.   Piddle,  luid  yourself,  and  I  liope  it  will 
prove  to  your  sati.->faction.     I  am  with  great  Esteem 
"Your  friend  and  humble  Serv' 

"  Owen  P.ii)I>le. 
"To  Co]..  PuBT.  L.  IIoorEji,  Jr. 
'•  D.Q.M.G.,  Easton." 
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ill  178J  t]i>^  war  was  jM'aciieally  over,  and  tlurini;-  it.-^  eoii- 
timianco.  Mr.  I'.i.ddle  had  snlForud  imirii  tlicrcliy  in  estate. 
Throe  of  his  ve.-sol.-.  had  been  eapturrd  and  destroyed  hy  tlie 
eneniy,  and  liis  losses  ()thur\\-ise  a}i}K'ai'  to  ]ia\-e  l)een  hii\i:-e.' 
lie  liad  a  family  eonsistin;^'  cm'  a  Avifc  and  seven  ehildi'cn; 
llie  eldest,  a  dangViter,  l)einu'  tlien  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
These  were  not  the'  days  of  large  }iensions.  lie  was  eom- 
pelled  to  make  an  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his  eredi- 
toi'S,  which  he  did,  January  8,  iTSo,  to  Ja.mes  Bringlmi'st, 
Eiehard  AVells,  arid  .John  Field.-  Ills  pi"ope)"ty  proved  more 
than  snfHi'ient  to  satisfy  his  creditors,  and  after  disti'ibution 
had  been  ir.ade  a  small  surplus  I'emained. 

Al:)out  this  time  lie  became  melanelioly  and  desjtondent,-'^ 
lie  ^•i^w^e^l  his  past  eonduet — Luat  of  taking  such  an  active 
part  in  tlie  Kevolution— -not  meicly  as  blameworthy  Imt  as 
culpable  ;  arid  he  was  so  rnndi  alfecled  as  to  oiler  a  paper  of 
"  acknovsdedgment"  on  the  .jOth  of  May,  1  78:),  to  the  Montlily 
Meeting  of  Philadeliihia.  The  minute  ma.de  by  the  elei-k 
for  the  oecasioii   was:  ''.V  paper  oflered   by   Owen   ]^)  id  die 

^  From  liis  riieiijonnKluin  book  : 

"April  4,  1782.  Capl.  ]\IcXuclitoii  brouglil  Jos.  lliU'.s  protest  of  tlie 
loss  of  the  ISiiip  Minerva,  Capt.  Earle. 

"]\Iay  2nd,  1782.  This  nioniiiig  we  received  i n tell iiie nee  tliat  a  large 
fleet  of  outwaid  bound  vc>.-el.s  were  mostly  cajiturfu  by  a  number  of 
British  frigates  wluci)  aie  cruising  ofl"  our  capes  ;  and  tliat  six  inward 
bound  Ijad  shared  the  same  la(e.  Ivikcwise  by  a  ]ier<on  from  Xew  York, 
that  a  packet  had  arrived  the  28th  of  last  month,  ami  that  t!ie  current 
talk  in  2Sew  York  was  that  slie  had  brouglit  an  account  that  Great  J'.rilaiii 
had  cun-5ented  to  acknowledge  tlie  independence  of  America. 

"  Jruie  2nd,  1782.  Fir.-t  day.  Yesterday  we  received  an  account  of 
furtlier  losses  by  sea,  whieh  leaves  but  little  behind.  We  are  brouglit 
nearly  fo  that  situation  which  i^  blessed,  for  ba.ving  nothing  to  expect, 
we  shall  not  be  dis;t]ijjiiinted. 

"  'J  he  proceeds  of  the  S(:ho(<ner  Little 'J'om,  and  an  adventure  on  board 
the  brig  Jfianna,  arc  both  arrived  in  New  York." 

^  James  IJringliurst  ami  llichard  Wells  subsequently  reassigned  to 
John  Biddle,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Stewardson. 

^  His  daugbter,  Mrs.  Anne  Tatum,  says,  "  I  have  understoi;d  he  was 
for  a  season  unfit,  fiom  dep're-sion  of  spirits,  to  attend  to  tlie  common 
concerns  of  life.  .  .  .  His  indiil'erence  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth 
remained  a  .'■triking  feature  of  his  chariicter  through  life." 
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Ix'ing  ri'iul,  a  ileu'rco  of  ^ok'irmily   ]>rcvailod,  in   wliicli  tljo 
synipatliy  and  salisiaolion  of  the  mooting-  wci-o  evident."' 
In  this  paper  lie  >ay,s, — 

"  1  have  been  itincio  sensible  of  my  past  <]evialion>.  .  .  .  I  was  lc(i  into 
taking  an  aetive  }iait  in  the  late  wax,  and  joininir  in  the  measured  which 
led  thereio.  I  bi^iame  in.slrunientnl,  in  some  measure,  to  a  series  of 
l)ublie  calamities  and  jnivate  distresses,  the  UD.iYoidable  consctiuences  of 
war,  which,  through  mercy,  I  have  been  favored  to  see,  is  contrary  to 
the  n;iture  and  precepts  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ.  A  conduct  so  unguarded,  and  contrary  to  the  ])eaccable  princi- 
ples of  Christianity  has  brought  remorse  and  sorrow.  .  .  .  To  be  restored 
again  to  membership  with  you  is  the  sincere  and  fervent  desire  of  your 
friend, 

"Oas'kx  BinpMi." 

Tlii.s  aeknowledgnient,  offored  at  a  time  v^dien  lie  liad,  in 
the  e>tinKition  of  the  majoi"  part  of  tlie  coninmnlty  Avliere 
he  resided,  rendered  vaUiahle  and  important  services  in  the 
accomplislitnent  of  the  independence  of  his  conntry,  and 
Avas  tlierefore  iiridonhtedly  lield  in  hit;rli  esteem  and  lionor, 
sliowed,  Ave  thiidc,  as  mnch  moral  con  rage  as  was  reqnired 
of  him  when  he  threw  off'  the  Quaker  yoke  and  entered  so 
heai'tily  into  tin.'  wav  of  the  Revolntion.  It  was  an  illustra- 
tion, and  a  conspieuous  one,  that  in  S')  d(»ing  he  was  aetu- 
atcd  hy  h^ity  }irinciple,  and  A\"as  determined  to  follov/  his 
conscientious  convictions  of  what  he  dceiiicd  to  1)0  right  and 
pi'opoi",  howevei'  humiliating  tliey  might  l:te,  and  regardless 
of  the  views  and.  ojiinions  of  otlnn's.  Ife  was  willing  to  re- 
linqnish  all  tie'  honor  to  \vhich  l)y  his  services  Ijc  veas  en- 
titled, and  to  make  public  a\-owal  that,  on  calm  reflection, 
he  was  convinced  lie  had  erred  imd  transgressed.  AVe  must 
respect  and  esteem  a  man  a\1io  makes  so  open  and  candid  a 
confession,  even  though  wo  nniy  think  his  judgment  to  have 
been  mistaken. 

In  a  nnmu.-(,'ri]jt  Nvhich  he  left  (^though  there  is  no  date  to 
it),  he  says, — 

"Jn  tlie  course  of  my  comanercial  alTairs  it  has  been  my  concern  to 
promote  things  lejiiest  in  the  light  of  men,  and  de-irdus  to  ajip.-ar  ai)- 
proved  in   iny  own   mind.  .  .  .  'J'owards  the  latter  period  of  tiie  time 
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wliicli  r  cniiliiuu'il  in  liusiiic-s,  1  \\a>  t'iii:a;a'il  in  inililiek  concern-;  p,rc;Uly 
lo  my  iiijui y  ;  ami  wiiile  in  t!ii>  >hitii/u  my  al^ail^  were  uiiattcnile>l  to  in 
t-iu-li  a  tk\iiret>,  that  I  oouM  uol  wind  x\\i  with  tiiat  .-ati>taeti(in  wliicli  1 
ciiuld  \vi<h  ;  bul  bcliovc  that  all  things  work  ti/LrelhiT  lur  i;iioi1  to  tho,-c 
who  love  the  Lord.  I  am  eiK'ouraLTi'd  to  hopo  that  tlu\-o  cvrnts  will 
prove  e.-sientially  heneficial  to  me  and  my  posterity  in  the  end." 

Thereafter,  lor  the  remainder  of  liic-  life,  lie  was  in  dose 
uiiatiitnity  witlj  Friends.  It  is  l)elicvod  hy  liis  desernda.tits 
that  lie  tliuii  <lestr(iyud  what  ]nipers  he  rriay  have  possessed 
regarding  the  Iicvolntioiiary  'W^ar,  as  few  of  any  imixn-lance 
have  been  diseo\-ered  aniono-  Ids  etr'eets :  and  what  doen- 
nients  they  do  }>ossess,  relating  to  Inni,  have  heen  }irin'.'i])ally 
derived  froni  ^:itlier  ^rourt^fs. 

In  the  year  ITfiQ  he  puhlished  a  traet  '  on  the  propriety 
of  estahllshing  a  l)Oarding-sehoi_»],  whieh  had  the  eifeet  of 
dra^^■ing  the  attention  of  Friends  to  the  suhjeet ;  and  in  the 
Yearly  fleeting  ibr  the  }'ear  17!*4,  a  large  eonnnittee  wa- 
appointed  to  take  thc'  snhjeet  into  eonsideration,  wliieh 
finally  residted  in  tlie  purchase  of  the  larni  of  Janies  Gifi- 
bons,  in  Westtovv'n  Townsldji.  Chester  County,  j'ennsyl- 
vania  (about  six  hundred  aa-res),  for  .CGOSo  (Is  Sd.  equal  to 
$16,222.22.  He  was  on  the  iirst  eonnnittee  appointed  (Oet. 
3,  1704)  tc>  ta.ke  eharge  of  the  school,  and  so  i-tnnained  until 
his  death.  The  school  was  opened  for  the  reception  of 
scholars  in  May,  1790  (the  yea.r  of  his  decease),  and  has 
corttinued  from  that  ])eriod  to  the  present,  educating  nnm.ei'- 
ons  children  of  both  sexes;  the  number  of  boarders  having 
Ijcen,  ii]t  to  th(-  ye;tr  1882,  according  to  a  statement  puldished 
in  a  history  of  the  school  for  that  yeai%  by  \V;itson  A\^.  De- 


'  The  full  title  of  this  tract  is  as  follows:  "Plan  for  a  Scliool,  on  an 
cstublishnient  .■similar  to  that  of  Ackvrorth,  in  "^'ork-hire,  Great  I5ritain  ; 
varied  to  suit  the  circumstances  of  tlie  Youth  within  tlic  limits  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting;  for  J^enusylvania  and  Xcw  Jersey  :  Jnlr<jdiieed  with  the 
Seuse  of  Friends  in  Zsew  England  on  the  suliject  oi'  Ivhicatioii,  and  an 
Account  of  soiue  Schools  in  (Jicat  I'-ritaiu;  to  wliich  is  ud<led  Observa- 
tions and  Remarks,  intended  for  the  consideration  of  Friends. 
"]'hiladel|.hia, 

"  Printed  by  Joseph  Crnk-^hank,  ]7'.'i),  Svo." 
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WLM'.5,  foui'  iliou.-nnd  nine  hunili'od  ainj  tliii'ty-onc  bc>ys,  iimi 
six  lliousattd  and  seventy-fivo  u'irls. 

.In  adJilion  to  the  losb  oi^  pn^ju.Tiy,  lie  wa-^  on  llir  2-J'ili  i-f 
Soi)tenil»er,  171':!,  l>ereaved  of  a  dauii-hter,  wlm  iTk'!!  dt'  ll;i' 
yellow  fever,  agrd  tliirty-two  yeai's;  and  in  tlio  nrx!  y.:ir, 
on  the  IGtIi  ol'  AuiiHist,  1794,  liis  wilV'  i'X)Mi-ed  at  l)iu\ninir- 
town,  her  native  j^la.ee,  and  \va-^  there  interi'ciL  His  own 
death  oecnrred,  on  Snnd;iy,  Mardi  ]0,  17*''.',  in  \\n.^  sixty- 
sceond  year  of  his  age. 

T^oiwitlistanding  the  eveniiip;  of  liis  days  was  clouded, 
and  his  s}iirit!^  de}>i'e<sed  hy  aiirn-tion  and  trials,  an.d  with  a 
large  family  to  sojijiort  and  a  scanty  purse,  he  ha.s  never- 
theless lei't  to  hi>  desce'inlants  a  legacy  more  ineeiou-  than 
y:,^''^^d, — the  example  of  a  chivulroiis,  consclenli"Us,  and  un- 
tarnished life. 
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Tji]s  aet'on.nt  of  llis^  Pin-lcL'  i-nnily  \\:i^;  coiiipi!'''!  bv  llio 
laic  John  Birkllc  (ducoasci]  OcioIilm'  li),  ]sb-!),  innn  a  hillcr 
account  contained  in  two  -MSS.,  writicn  bctwi'cn  tlic  ycar.s 
1824  and  1S40,  by  the  late  Janics  ]'.  Tarke. 

Witli  some  additicinal  matter  al'tcrwards  discovered,  and 
a  few  immaterial  changes,  it  is  licre  given  as  originally 
written. 

It  was  lliouglit  desirable  to  presei've  rlie  record. 

Jan.ies  P.  Parke  states:  '"Of  my  o-\vn  immediate  ances- 
try the  earliest  memoi'anduin  I  have  gives  information  of 
Thom.as  Parke,  a  mcmlier  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  tlien 
in  Ireland  as  a  resident;  l)ut  whether  his  ]irogcnitors  had 
come  from  England  i.-  uncertain.  He  apjiears  jirobaMc  to 
liave  licen  a  farmei-.  and  in  tlie  year  17i'()  owned  S'^mc  land 
in  Jhdlilean,  Pallaughujoi-e,  and  Coolisnacktah.""  The  familv 
consisted  of  said  Thomas  Parke  and  liebecca,  his  wife 
(whose  maiden  name  J.  P.  I'ai-ke  "  [irc'sumes"  was  IIoo})cr), 
and  ten  children,  behiw  named,  of  whom  nine  wei'e  then 
living. 

1.  Maiiy,  born  July  IS,  PiOo,  wh..  had  mari'ied  'Jdiomas 
Valentine. 

2.  PiOBKin,  boi'u  January  20,  IGO.'),  who  in  1720  aiul  1721 
appears  to  have,  been  a  storekeeper  in  ])ublin. 

3.  Srs.AXXA,  Ijorn  OctiJier  22,  lOOG;  whether  she  ever 
married,  .).  ]\  P.  coiild  ne\rr  ascertain. 

39 


■10 


Oiccn  BulJIe. 


4.  EEiiKccA,  liorn  Xovoml'cr  -yi,  "l(J!i8-00,  who  bad  nmr- 
I'itd  lliii;-]i  Sialkcr. 

f).  ]xAcui;i,,  born  October  2(3,  1700,  \v])o  afterwards  iiiar- 
riod  .Jo]!ii  liobiiison. 

6.  Ji:\N,  Ixjni  l-\bruary  G,  1703^  died  February  12,  1705, 
and  was  buried  in  Friei!(b->'  l)uria]-^-r(:)und  at  Ballikealy. 

7.  Tiiu.MAS,  l.)Oi'u  Ja.nuary  lo.  1701-5,  wlio  after  his  ar- 
ri^•al  in  I'er'U.-ylvaiiia  married  Jane  Ivlgo. 

8.  A]u;i,,  liorn  December  22,  170G,  wlio  had  married 
Deborali . 

9.  Jonathan,  ])oru  February  IS,  1700,  wdio  afterwards 
married  a  lira.ilford  T()\\  n.-bi]i,  Chester  County  a-irl.  Deb- 
oral)  Taylor. 

10.  lOi.iZA-BETH,  born  August  5,  1710,  wlio  subsequently 
married  John  Jackson. 

AVhat  induced  the  iiniiily  to  remox'e  to  America,  d.  1'. 
I*ai'ke  could  not  ascertain.  lie  cttuld  lind  no  record  of 
any  ]>artieular  persecutions,  nor  any  indieations  of  jiovei'tv. 
AVha.tevei-  the  motive,  all  v\'  tlie  family  abo^  e  naiued,  ex- 
ce[)t)ng  ATary.  the  lirst,  and  Susanna,  the  third  child,  on 
May  21,  1724,  embarked  at  Dublin  on  the  ship  ''  Sizargh," 
of  ^\'hitehavel"l,  Jeremiah  Cowman,  commander,  bound  to 
Whitehax'en  and  thence  to  IMiiladcljihia,  having  on  Ijoai'd 
ninety-i'oui'  jiassengers. 

The  ages  of  the  two  parents  and  th^ur  seven  children, 
wlio  thus  euiliarkcd,  are  given  at  said  date  of  embarkation 
as  follows  : 


Parents, — 

Thomas  ]*arke,  aged  G4. 

Debecca,  his  wile,  aged  52. 
Children, — 

Uobeit  Darke,  aged  20. 

liebecca    Stalker,  aged   25,   with    hei'   husl)and.   Hugh 
Stalker. 

Dachel  Parke,  aged  2k 

Tle.ma^  I'arke,  aged  10. 

Abel  Parke,  aued  17,  \\ith  his  wife  Deborali. 
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Jtiiiatlian  I'a.rko,  auxnl  15. 
Kllzal.clli  j'arko,  age.]  !>}. 

.Vi'liT  a  rough  }>as>agc  lliey  at'iiwd  in  J)L'la\\  ai'<.'  J>av, 
August  21,  171^1.  Tlic  family  remained  in  Cliester  about 
tluee  muutlis  after  landing,  and  llien  I'emoved  to  a  tem|io- 
rary  re-:idenoi'  aliout  iwo  miles  lliereiVom;  part  ol'  the 
family  travcdling,  during  mo.-t  oi'  this  time,  in  searcli  of  land 
to  }»urehasc.  On  J)eeond.)er  ■}(),  1725,  Thomas  Tarkc  })ur- 
cha^ed  j'rom  Thomas  Lindley  a  traet  of  land  in  the  Great 
A'^alley,  in  the  to\N  nshij)  of  J^a-d  Cain,  eMusisting  of  five 
hundred  (-300)  aeres  (twenty  of  which  \\  cro  then  cleared),  . 
A\'ith  a  log  house  erected  thereon,  for  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred a! id  fifty  pounds. 

]ri  the  month  of  May,  172G,  the  family  removed  from 
Chester  Township  to  their  new  homestead.  The  land  thus 
purchased  by  'Jdionias  Parke  is  beautifully  situated,  on  the 
great  j-oad  leading  from  J'liiladelphia  to  tlie  AVest.  Of  the 
five  hundred  acres  in  the  tract,  'Jdiomas  Pai'lce  gave  to  his 
son  Iioberi  omq.  hundi'ed  and  t\venty-four  acres,  on  \\-hicli 
thej-c  was  one  of  the  largest  sjirings  in  the  county;  to  his 
son  Thomas  t\N'0  hundred  nnd  seventy-six  aci'cs,  reserving 
thereoui  a  maintenance  foi"  himself  and  ^^■ife  ;  and  to  his  son 
Abel,  the  remaining  one  hundred  acres. 

The  daugliier  Mai'y,  with  her  husband  Thomas  A^alentine, 
and  their  family,  came  to  America  to  reside  some  tinie  ju'ior 
to  1735  ;  but  the  daughter  Susanna  still  continued  to  reside 
in  Ireland,  ^vhei'e  she  probabl)-  died  unmarried. 

Tiie  following  extract  from  tlie  ininutes  of  Bradford 
Monthly  Meeting  confii'ms  the  statement  that  "  the  char- 
acter of  Tliomas  PasT-e  the  eldei-  v^-as  held  irj  high  estima- 
tion among  his  neighbors,"' 

"Tlioina.'-'  Parke  came  from  Ircla?i;.l  :ibuut  tlie  year  1724,  v.ell  rccf.'in- 
mciided  by  certificate  from  Friends  there,  and  some  years  after  lie  -was 
appointed  an  Elder  fi)r  Cain  ineetinj.--,  in  which  station  he  reiiiaiiied 
uiitil  near  hi.s  death,  and  was  well  respecled  by  Fri'  nds  in  general.  He 
deiiaiLed  this  lil'e  the  31st  oi'  the  IsL  nionth,  17;;S,  and  was  buried  at 
Cain.-' 
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IIo  athiiiK'd  tlu'  ;i--e  «)f  scN'oiil y-^e\i.n  and  ota'-lialt"  wars. 
]Iis  \\'n!o\v  sui'vivc(l  liim  noai'ly  t\\L]\-e  yoars,  liavino-  at- 
taiiioil  ilio  age  of  .<evcijty-se\\'Ji  years  at  (lie  liiiu'  of  her 
(]e(^\ise. 

Tile  one  hnndred  and  t\\'enty-four  acres  of  the  aforesaid 
tract  of  land  Avliieli  I'liomas  Parke  the  elder  gave  to  his  son 
Eohcrt  were  snbseqnently  purchased  by  the  son  Aljel  (who 
thns  heca.rne  the  owner  of  two  lumdred  and  twentv-four 
acres);  and  at  a  still  later  date  Abel  sold  his  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  acres  to  his  brother  Thomas,  wlio  thus 
became  possessed  of  the  whole  of  the  tract  of  five  hundred 
acres  originally  purcluised  by  his  father,  Thomas  Parke  the 
elder. 

Jior.Kirr  Pakkk  (the  second  child  of  Thonias  Parke  tlie 
elder)  died  unmarried,  Feltruary  9,  173G-o7,  in  the  forty- 
second  year  of  bis  age. 

Thomas  Pakke,  second  (the  seventh  child  of  Thomas 
Tarke  the  eldei-),  on  April  20,  ]  Toil,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years,  married  Jane  Edge,  then  twenty-four  years  of 
ago.  They  had  seven  children,  below  named,  lie  cari-ied 
on  the  business  of  firming,  and  died  October  17,  175.'^,  aged 
lifty-th)-ee  years.  Five  years  after  the  death  of  TJiomas 
I'arke  the  second,  his  widc>\v,  Jane,  married  dames  Webdj, 
she  being  his  tliird  wife.  They  had  rjo  issu.e.  The  children 
of  Tljonias  Parke  tlie  second,  and.  Jane,  his  wife,  were: 

1.  Piobert.  4.  Hannah. 

2.  Sarah.  5.  Thomas. 

3.  Re1)ecca.  6.  Jane. 

7.  Jacob. 


Of  The  remaining  brothers  and  sister?  of  Thomas  Parke 
the  sccoiid,  and  their  families,  J.  P.  Parke  has  little  or 
nothing  of  .'■.peeial  inte)'e.-t  in  his  '' Sliort  Account  of  the 
Parke  Family."  Tie  ^tates  a-  follows  :  "  Of  the  children  of 
]Mary  A'^alentine  (tljo  iirst  child  of  Thomas  Parlce  the 
clde!'),  one  named  Robert,  born  in  Ireland,  was  a  ministei- 
of  the  gospel   of  the  Society  of  ]:^riends.  arjd  in   the  year 
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17S1  visitod  Knu'land  and  Irolaiid  in  tlmt  .^erv'n.-e:  and.  of  A/'.-- 
cbiUlrcn  the  dlanu'litoi's  nntri'ied  inU)  liio  lamilic<  o\'  Malin. 
Sliar[>K'ss,  and  Massoy;  a.nd  iho  sons  into  tliose  (A'  A.sh- 
bridgc  and  IhmuI.'" 

Many  oi'  the  drsocndants  of  li(.'l)o*'ca  SlalkiM'  (llie  foin-tl! 
child  of  Thomas  .I'arko  the  older)  yvt  Ywc  in  Cdu'Sier 
(-ouiity. 

Of  the  descen. hints  of  IJaeliel  IJohin-on  (tlie  Jiflh  ehild 
of  Thomas  Parke  tlie  elder),  nothinu-  is  known  exi-eptinu- 
thai  sikIi  descendants  existovl.  It  is,  however,  known  that 
said  Jiachel  and  her  hnslxuid.,  '•  a  Mirry  fellow,'"  settled  in 
Wliite  ^ifarsli  T\>wnshi[). 

A]u:l  1'ai;ki-:  (the  oiixlith  child  of  Thomas  l^arke  the 
elder)  died  in.  the  month  of  July,  17-j7,  a-'ed  llfiy  ye.irs. 
His  issue  is  [iroljably  extinct,  by  the  death  of  his  only  son, 
Thomas,  unnnii'i'ied. 

Many  of  tlie  descendants  of  JoxATiiAX  P.utKi:  (the  ninth 
child  oi'  Thomas  Parke  the  elder)  are  yet  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  ])owinn_:;-ti:)\vn,  formerly  called  Downinglon,  a 
vil]aj.\'  so  named  V>y  the  famih-  of  ].)owninu\  altlioii^'b  one- 
half  of  the  land  on  \\diich  it  stamls  IjelonLi-ed  to  the  I'arke 
faniily. 

I{,LTZAL!ETii  Jackson  (rlic  tenth  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the 
elder)  married  John  Jackson,  a.  lu.ison  of  very  humble  social 
positio!).  They  bad  ihree  children,  of  ^vh(^m  nf»thing  of 
interest  is  known.  ^'Jie  died  April  10,  1740,  aged  thii'ty- 
foiir  and  one-lialf  veais. 


Of  the  children  of  Thomas  Paj'.kk  the  secoxd,  and  Jane, 
bis  Vv  ifo  : 

Koj;i:j;T  Pakki:,  the  iii'st  child,  inherited  ]>y  liis  lather's 
will  the  noi'thern  section  of  the  tract  of  li\'e  hund]-ed  acres 
and  a  hamlsome  st<ine  residence  thereon  erected  by  liis  father 
a  very  short  time  pi'ior  to  his  decease.  AVhen  thiLly  years 
of  age  ])0  married,  at  J^ast  Cain,  (.)ctobei'  PS,  "1770,  Ann 
Edge,  aged  t\A-erity-l  wo  years,  lie  died  October  1 1,  177^, 
leaving  a  son  and.  (kiugl)tei-.  The  son  mairied.  and  liis 
desceiidatits  3(d  (qn..  1>^>W)':)  oceujiy  the  iio'm. 

Sakaii  (the  .-econd   child  of  Thomas  Paiire  the  second), 
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Avho  was  born  Mardi  i'^.  1712.  wlicn  ei-li(oon  years  of  a-v 
'■  inarric(].  at  Ensr.A.'ah),  Sc-].i..i,ib(.r  :?0.  irViO,  Owen  I^.id.lio,  of 
I'iiila.lclplna.  Vvom  a  mannsei'ijn  by  Ikt  ])U>]uuia  witb  \x'U 
crciico  to  lier  last  ilhioss  ami  docoaso,  we  take  the  follMv.  in-: 
'*  She  baa  Ion--  labored  nndiT  a  sore  disordrT  which  at  times 
had  nearly  bron-ht  hci-  (o  the  o-rave.""  In  the  year  1703 
she,  as  well  as  several  others  of  her  faniily,  sn tiered  iVoni  an 
attack  o^  yellow  fever.  iVom  whieh  she  reeovei-ed,  but  her 
eldest  danghter  .lane  died  Se].iend.)er  '28,  1  703.  This  attack 
of  fever  and  her  trials  at  that  time  gave  a  shock  to  her 
tender  tVame  whieh  made  it  an  easy  "prey  to  h<a-  old  dis- 
order,—"  an  asihmatic  coniplainr,  attended  v,-iih  chills  and 
fever.'"  In  the  nn^nth  of  Ma)'di,  1704,  she  bad  a  return  of 
this  old  disorder,  from  whicb  she  sufiered  Jbr  five  or  six 
weeks,  and  was  tljen  so  far  restored  to  health  as  to  be  able 
to  take  shoi-t  drives. 

In  compliance  with  her  own  desi)'e,and  v.'iih  the  approval 
of  lier  brother,  Dr.  TIioma<  Parke,  she  left  Iter  Inmie  about 
the  1st  of  August  with  the  intention  of  paying  a  visit  to 
her  sister  liebecea  AVel)b,  near  Laneastei',  Pennsylvania. 
Accompanied  l)y  her  son  John,  sh<-  travelled  by  very  easv 
stages  as  far  a^s  the  Great  Valley,  v^diere  she  stojiped  to'sj.cnd 
a  few  days  with  her  relatives  in  that  region.  Here,  while  at 
the  residence  of  her  nephew  Thomas  j'arke  (son  of  her 
])rotlier  Pol:»ert),  she  was  again  attacked  with  '-violent  chills 
and  fever,-"'  which,  in  a  very  few  days,  resulted  in  her  decease 
on  the  iCtb  day  of  August,  KOP  at  the  age  of  iifiy-two 
years.  In  her  last  hours  she  was  attended  by  her  husband, 
lier  daughters  ^.^arah  and  Pebecca  Owen  Jiiddle,  and  lier 
son  John.  Peferring  to  these  closiiig  hours,  her  husband 
wrttes:  "A  sweet  com])Osure  attended  her  mind  the  re- 
mainder of  her  time,  and  when  she  had  occasion  to  mention 
any  of  her  friemP  it  was  with  expressions  of  love.  Jndc-ed, 
stronger  marks  of  a  mind  a.i  i)ea.'/e  J  never  observed  before. 
However  great  onr  loss  may  he,  we  have  the  consolation  to 
believe  it  is  her  e\erlastiiig  gain.  -Ibdjold  tlic  perfect  and 
the  nj)iigh!.  the;  lanl  of  thai  man  is  jieace.'" 

Her  reuiains  were  inteia-ed   in   Pricjids'  burial-s'round   at 
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East  Oalii.  Choster  Cnnniy,  Poin!s_v1v;inia,  near  tlio  remains 
Ok  lirr  father,  liei'  cliilc]  ]{ol>ei-t,  and  otiier  relatione. 

PvKBKCCA  (ilie  lliii-J  eliild  of  Tlioinas  I'arke  the  .second), 
at  ihirrv-oig'lit  year^^  oi'  ai^c,  married,  her  step-hrotlier  A\  il- 
liam  Weh1),  wlio  resided  ahoul  a  mik-  east  of  J..'auea>ter, 
]\Minsyh-aJiia.  She  died  January  oO,  1  S16,  aged  seventy-one 
yeai's.  leaving  no  issue. 

IIaxnail  (tlie  fourth  ehil<l  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second), 
at  t\\"entv  years  ot"  age  mai'ried.  Xovemher  13,  1767,  15en- 
janiin  ]V)ultney.  Tliey  resided  for  some  lime  in  Lancaster, 
and  afterwards  removed  to  Pliihidel]»riia,  v\diere  she  died 
March  19, 1781,  aged  liiirt\ -four  year^-.  Tiiere  :ire  nroaerous 
desei'ndants  of  her  now  (1802)  residing  in  the  eity  of  Phihi- 
delphia,  of  tlie  iiames  Oi'  Poultney,  Wilhiams,  etc. 

Tiio.M\s  (tlieiiftli  chih]  of  Tliomas  Parke  the  second),  who 
was  horn  August  G,  1740,  0.  S.,  and  to  whom  tlie  southern 
section  of  the  aforesaid  family  tract  of  live  liundred  acres 
was  Itequeathed,  directed  his  attentio)i  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, for  wliich  j'urpose  he  removed  to  3'hiladelphia,  and 
pursued  his  studies  under  the  supei'vision  of  Dr.  Cadwallader 
Evans  for  three  years.  He  took  his  degree  of  Thiehelor  of 
Medicine  at  the  '-College  and  Academy  of  Piiiladelphia" 
on  June  5,1770.  In  the  year  1771  he  \isited  Great  P.ritaiu, 
wlierc  he  attended  first  the  lectures  delivered  at  the  Medical 
School  of  Edinhurgh,— then  in  the  zenith  of  its  strength,  " 

and    afterwards    tlie    clinical    praciice  of   Guy's    and    St. 

Thomas's  Hospital,  London,  returning  to  l^liiladelphia  in 
1773.  Here  he  was  promptly  taken  into  partm^rship  by  his 
ohl  insti  uetor,  Dr.  Cadwallader  Evans,  wlio  sliortly  there- 
after died. 

I)r.  Parke,  through  a  long  life,  evidenced  decided  ability 
in  his  iirofcssion,  a.nd,  owing  to  his  intelligence,  sound  judg- 
ment, and  sti'ict  integrity,  was  lionored  and  resj-ected  by  his 
fellow-citizeiis.  In  1777  he  licame  a  physician  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Ho^pital  ;  in  1787  lie  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  tiieVjollegc  of  Phy>ician^  at  PliiladcliJiia,  and  its  ])resi- 
dent  from  18]  8  until  liis  death  ;  and  was  tor  hfty-seveu  years 
a  director  of  the    Phihidelpliia  Library,  and   his  portrait  is 
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now  in  tlicii-  pos^c^^;io^.  On  April  1^.  177:>,  lie  man-iea 
l\:u']iol,  iho  oldest  daiiglitor  o^  James  IV-nil)cMtoii.  of  Phila- 
delphia.  Slio  died  March  10,  17SG.  Tiiry  had  five  ehildrun, 
two  iif  whom  dicid  in  carlv  ehildhood.  Of  (he  three  who 
survived  their  jiarents,  'Jdionias,  the  eldest,  dev.^ed  himself 
to  the  business  of  a  supei'eargo  in  the  Kast  India  trade,  and 
died  in  September,  1S40.  aged  sixty-four  yeai's  ;  and  llamiah 
and  James  P.  Parke  lived  to  .piite  an  advanced  aire.  Xone 
of  them  married.  The  MS.  tVom  which  this  is  mainly 
eominled  vras  written  by  tlie  said  James  P.  I'arke.  Dr. 
Parke  died  at  Philadelpliia.  January  0,  1835.  aged  eighty- 
iive  years. 

JaxM-:  (the  sixth  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  seeond)  died 
in  infancy, 

Jacop,  (the  seventh  :md  last  child  of  Thomas  Pai-ke  the 
seeond)  was  an  upright,  worthy  man,  of  bumble  disposition 
and  moderate  abilities.  He  was  brought  up  to  the  l.uisincss 
of  blaeksmithing,  which  lie  pursued'  until  the  year  1781, 
wlien  he  went  iiito  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law 
Benjamin  Poultney,  at  Philadelphia,  in  tlje  ca.rd-nudano- 
and  ironmo)igery  business.  This  partnership  was  dissolved 
befoi-e  ]:h  Poultney"s  death,  and  Jacob  thereafter,  nntil  a 
few  years  Ix-fore  his  decease,  was  engaged  in  the  iron- 
mongery business.  He  died  unmarried, March  lU,  1817, 
aged  sixty-two  years. 
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DESCENDyVNTS 

OF 

OWEN   AND   SARAH   (PARKE)    BIDDLE, 
TO  A.D.  1892. 

FIRST    G-ENEBATION. 

I.  Ov/EX  BiDDLE,  honi  ill  1/oV  :  rii:in'ic(],  Seittomlx.'r  £9, 
1700,  S:ii-ah  Parke,  daiiglitC'r  ot  Tljoiiia.-;  I'arl-'C  Ine  second, 
of  Chcftcr  CoLiiitY,  Pejiijpylvani;!,  auJ  Jane  Edge.  Tlieir 
children  were  : 

2.  Jane  Biddle,  b.  July  29,  17G1,  '/.  Scpteinber  2«,  UO-l 

3.  John  Biddle,  b.  Cjclober  2,1703,  ///.  Septcinber  15, 17['ij,  Elizabeth 

Canby. 

4.  Hebeccrt  Owen  J5iddh-,  b.  January  20,  1766,  i/t. ,  1706,  Peter 

Thomson. 

5.  Sarah  Biddle,  b.  January  ]0,  1767,  d.  SejUeiober,  1795. 

6.  Tacy  Eiddle,  //.  \]>v\]  8,"  1770,  d.  AInreh  3,  1778. 

7.  Tho)na>!  Eiddle,  f'.  November  13,  1772,  d.  December  17,  1773. 

8.  Owen  Kiddle,  b.  Ai>ril  2s,  1774,  //;.  — -,  Klizabftli  Kowan. 
0.  I'vobcrt  Jjiddle,  b.  March  3,  1776,  ,7.  July  J.^,  1777. 

10.  Clement  Biddle,  b.  August  G,  1778,  /n.  first, ,  1810,  ]\Ia.ry  Cuidjy, 

second,  ■ ,  18-")1,  Sarah  f^lnrrisj  Tyson. 

II.  Anne  I'.iddle,  /;.  July  23,  17S0,  w^'i^-^f^ylm  Tatuni.  :it:^^j:  J.ri.     /.<:yr. 

SECOND    GENERATION. 

3.  John  IjIDdll-,  koh  of  Owen  and  Sarah  (Parke)  P)idd!e, 
l>on)  Oclol)ei'  2,  IT'io,  an'RS  an  aji(')tljeeary  and  drua'gist  ol" 
Phi]ade!p]jia.  He  rnarj'i'-'d,  Se]ttend,)er  15,  170G,  Elizaijcth 
Canhy,  (kujgiiter  (,)!'  Sanine]  and  Frances  (Lea)  Canl'}',  of 
Vi'iluiington,  J)(j]a\vare.  ller  grandfather.  Oh\-er  Can])\-, 
renwcd  fi'oiii  .TUicdcs  County,  l'cnnsyl\'ania,  to  the  Pran- 
d_) wine,  at  ^Vi]nlington,  and   Ijuilt    tiic    iir.-t   liouring-inill, 
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in   1712.  \\"iiliin   tlic    l>(>i'i)ii^-li   of  Wilmiiiuion.*      Slic    tliod 
A])!-!!  :!(;.  ISG'i.     .lolm  liiddio  UIcmI  Aui;-usl  10,  Islo.     Tlioii- 

clnlilroii  were  : 

12.  Suimiel  r.i.lulr,  h.  Juik-  in,  ]7!i7,  '/.  Fi'l unary  1-i,  IS'iii. 

i:-i.  .^arali  ni.ldU'.  b.  lY'bruary  :2S,  17?i),  '/.  January  :22,  1.S7'.>. 

34.  Josei>]i  Biddle,  b.   January  2G,  ISOl,   ?/;.  AjM-il  7,  JSol,  Ann  P. 

ll(ij>kins. 
15.  Jau,es  Canby   Eiddle,  b.  Deccnilier  28,  1802,   w.   A]>ri]  i,  1S28, 

Sally  Drinker. 
10.  France?   Biddle,    b.    Xovembcr    29,    18U3,    vi.  October    IS,   1827, 

Thonia.s  C.  Garrett. 

17.  William   r.iddle,  b.  May  17,  ISOt),  /.>;.  May  S,  1828,  EHzabctli  C. 

Garrett. 

18.  Edward  C.  Diddle,  b.  January  o,  1808,  la.  ^lay  1-1,  1832,  Hetty  H. 

]'>):-ter. 
lii.  .Maiiraret  liiddle,  b.  June  8.  1810,  -/.  Seiilendier  25,  1810. 

20.  Kcbccca  llid-lle,  b.  January  8,  1812,   ///.  (Jctober  14,  1^<.'.1,  Alfred 

ColH'. 

21.  John    Diddle,  b.  Jutie  28,  1814,  //?.  December  lo,  1852,  Mary  B. 

Foster. 

4.  liEBErcA  Ov,']:n  I'liU'i.i'.  daugliter  of  (>\s'eMi  and  Sai'ali 
(Park-o)  Biddlo,  born  Jannarv  2ti,  17dG  ;  niaiTied,  in  ITl'G, 
Pc'lCM-  Tlionison.  ludx'Cea  O.  13.  Thomson  died  in  ISOl. 
Cljildren: 

22.  Sarah  Diddle  Thomson,  b.  January  1 ,  1707, //;.  September  30,  1*41, 

Smith  Upton,  J..  July  3,  ls81. 

23.  Hannah  'JMioin-on,  b.  . 


24.  A  daughter, 


b. 


8.  O^VEX  .Binidd:  (second),  >o\\  of  Owen  and  Sarali  (I'arke) 
I>iddIo,  born  A[iril  28,  1774,  was  an  arehiteel  and  Itnildei'. 
lie  fiuiU  ii;e  old  ])ernianent  liridi;-e  overtlje  Seliuylkill  jiivej- 
at  Market  Sti'e-et,  ^\■]Jiell  was  opened  to  tke  jiuklic  in  1S04, 
and  jiuldislied  a  ^vo^l-:  entitled,  "^'otmL;'  C/ariienter'-s  .\ssist- 
a.nt;  oi-,  A  Sy.-teiu  of  Areliiteeture  adapted  to  tke  Stsde  of 
Buildin^^-  in  tlicT "nited  States. ""  ri)iladel}iliia,  ISO-k  Qnai-lo. 
lie  married,  ./'<--  '■-  ,'',  ;  ■',  J'dizabeth  Powan,  (kai;riiter  of 
Moses  and   Hannah   (Jaeksonj  liowan.       He  died  AL're   2-'), 

'    Ferri.s's  "  Oriiriual  Settlenienti  on  the  Delaware,"  j).  302. 
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ISOt!.  l\li/.:il)(.'ili  K.  irultllc  married,  ^ccoikIIv,  .lulm  I'rdad- 
hcnl,  of  YnrksliiiT,  l-aio'land,  l»v  w]ioiii  ^ln•  had  lour  cliil- 
droll,  ^^lie  died  NoNeiiil.er  ilC),  '\S-V2.  Owen  and.  Kli/ahelli 
K.  IViddle's  eliildron  were: 

1^."..  .I()lui  R.  IJid.lle,  A.  Februnry  la.  ]7W,  i».  Nuvfmbvr  21,  l>;21,J:me 

Marsh,  <l  Octobor  2(1,  isr.4. 
2().  Anne  Uidille,  h.  Januiiry  2,  ISOl,  ''.  Novcmbor  :'.m,  18'iM. 

27.  Rebecca  l-.i'klle,  f>.  August  30,  1SU2,  '/.  ."Mareli  2.'),  1804. 

28.  On-en  F/uldlc,  ^^  July  21, 1804;  //'.,  first,  .ALuvh  4,  ]831,M;iry  Ann 

Tliompson  ;  ^;ec'JUll,  June  15,  ]8')1,  SaiMb  Favery. 

29.  Elizabeth  l.^iddle,  6.  :\lay  G,  1800,  '/.  July  17,  18?>3. 

]0.  Ci.K.ME.NT  r>ii']>].!-,  son  of  Owen  uiul  Sa.rali  (Parke) 
Bi<ldle.  born  AiU'-n>r  H.  1778  :  married  J.'.i^'^.:J^,'l-^rii-,  1810, 
Ma.r\ ,  daa^uditer  vi'  AA'illiam  Canby.  lie  nutrricu,  rocondly, 
SaraL  Tvson,  nrr  Morris,  in  1851.  Ik'twoeii  the  yoar:^  ISOO 
and  1S05  lie  appeared  to  be  consumptively  inelined.  and  he 
consequently  made  .-^evcral  voyages  to  the  West  India  Islands 
and  South  America,  thereby  regaining  his  health,  so  that 
witli  u-reat  care  thereof  he  lived  to  I)e  an  old  man. 

His  business  for  a  quarter  of  a  centui-y  was  tlatt  of  a  sugar 
refiner  by  the  old  process,  from  v.-hich  lie  was  driven  out  by 
tlie  new  process  in  18oi!. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  the  founding  of  the  Fi'iends 
Asylum  for  the  Iir^ane  at  Frankford,— the  first  institution 
of  the  kind  in  America,,  being  clerk  from  its  organization 
in  ,  until  <')rtliodox  Friend-  usui'pcd  [)0sses- 

sion  thereof  upon  the  separation  of  the  Society.  Believing 
this  to  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  many  of  the  stockholders,— 
it  not  lieing  an  oflieial  Society  concern, — he  declined,  not- 
vvithstanding  threats  and  intimidations,  to  relinquish  the 
clerk's  minute-book  in  his  posse->ion,  and  would  never  give 
it  nj».  ]t  ha.s  l>een  idace<l  by  his  exeeutors  in  the  vaults  of 
one  of  the  banks  in  Fhilafh'lphia. 

From  earlv  bdV-  h"  took  an  active  intcre.-t  in  the  affairs  of 
the  relio'ious  Society  of  Fi'iends,  of  wliicli  he  was  a  birtliright 
member,  and  became  successively  an  overseer  and  eld-'r 
thei-ein,  i-eta.ining  t!ie  latter  position  at  the  lime  of  his  dentli, 
Februaiy  10,  185G. 
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Oleinoiil  ;m(l  Mai-y  (C\nil>y)  IViddlo's  rliiMivii  wore: 

;;0.  Marlha  lUddle,  /-•.  ,  <l . 

ol.  Eubcrl  r.i-Mlr,  h. ,  //(. ,  Aiiiia  Milkr. 

32.  AVilliam  Canl.y  l'>id>.lk%  h.  Sci'tenihci   2:.,  ISIG,  ,ii .  Fobruary  21 , 

ISaS,  Kae'lu'l  .Miliar. 
38.  Henry  Bid.lle.  h. ,  <J.  young. 

34.  Clement  IViddle,  h.  Xuveail^or  17,  1S19;   hi.,  fi!>l,  Seploniber  9, 

1841,  Susan  T.  ^\'aUon  ;  >tcuiid,  Aj)!!!  10,  1845,  Susan  W.  Cad- 
wall  ad  er. 

35.  Anne  lUddle,  b. . 

THIRD    GENERATION. 

14.  Joseph  Bjt^dj.e,  sou  of  Jolm  and  Klizabeih  (Caiiby) 
BidJlu,  lK>ni  January  L!(i.  lSO],v>-a^  a  eai->csit.'r  and  bui'der. 
lie  married  April  7,  LS-Jh  Ann  V.  Hopkins,  lie  died 
Auc'ust  20,  1S35.     Tlieir  cliildren  woro  : 

3G.  Elizabetli  M.  ]*>id.lle,  h. ,  m.  April   17,  ISGG,  IMatlbew  Baird  ; 

(/.  July  9,  1871. 

37.  Joseph  Biddic,  b. -,  '/.  September  23,  1%5. 

15.  jA,Mi;s  Ga:ni;y  Bi])])Ei:,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Canby)  Liddl^j,  lH)rn  December  2o,  1802;  married  April  7,,"  ■ 
182S,  Sally  Diinker,  dauglilcr  ol"  Henry  S.  and  Hannah 
(Smitli)  Drinker.  He  was  sent  to  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
County,  Pennsylvania,  as  a_o-ent  tor  the  "  ]  )rinlcer  ]^-tale" 
of  about  -five  Imndred  thou>and  aeres  of  land.  He  died 
March  31,  1811.     Their  children  were  :  ^-^-j.V  •• '^■•/--''^.•' 7;^ 

38.  Elizabetb  Haiuiali  Biddle,  b. ,  m.  October  22,  18G],  Rev.  Wiu, 

F.  Hakey. 

39.  Henry  Drinker  IMddle,  b. . 

40.  Euiily  Biddle,  b. ,  '/.  Angu.st  IG,  1834. 

41.  Hetty  Drinker  Jjiddle,  b. . 

42.  Frances  Garrett  Biddle,  b. ,  d.  December  V,,  1841. 

43.  Mary  Drinker  Biddle,  b. . 

10.  ruANCE.s  ]]jnnLE,  dauL;-hter  of  .]n\\n  and  ]-]lizabelh 
(C^mbyj  Jiiddle,  born  Ainy-:-2n,  180:;;  married  October  18, 
1827.  'J'homas  C.  Garrett,  who  was  born  in  Philad.  Ipliia, 
Marcli  yO,  180^.  About  theyeai-ls:]n  he  enteri'd  int(;iiart  i:er- 
shipwiih  liift  father,  ]?hilij>  (iarrett,  under  the  iirrn-na.me  of 
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Vliilip  rial  rc((  .*c  Son,  in  the  l>i!siiu-s.>  of  iiianuraoturing  car- 
\\lK'el;<.  'J'iii>  Inisiiicss  nnt  ]M'oviiiu-  siu'cis-riil,  lie  slailcd 
tlio /n-wc'lrv  l-i;siiio>s  on  Clicstnnl  Street,  wli^-rc  he  remained 
until  lSi>o,  wlien  lie  sold  ont  to  Mr.  Inddle,  of  tlie  1iia)i  of 
r>ailev,  Bank;^  ^  l*)iddle.  In  early  life  lie  wa.s  a  member  of 
the  renr.svlvaniii  b^ire-Enginc  Coni|»an_v,  and  was  foi-  many 
years  ti'easurer  iA'  t1ie  llayus  I\leehanie>"  ITome.  lie  ^^•as  a 
member  of  the  ]Iisf«M-ieal  S<H'icty,  and  at  one  time  a.  man- 
ager of  the  Apprentieus'  j.ihra.ry.  lie  divd  Xovember  17, 
1888.  Franees  B.  Garrett  died  Septemlxn-  5,  1873.  Their 
children  were  : 

41-.  Eliziil.clh  IJi.Mle  Garrett,  b. . 

4-:).  Kel.ev.\'a    C.   Gairt'lt,   /'.   ---   -,   //;.  Jmie   17,   ISoG,  Jonatliai:    E. 

Pdiomb. 
4G.  Frances  Oarri-tt,  b. . 

47.  riiilip  C.  Garrett,  b. ,  »>.  May  18,  ISGo,  Illiziibetli  W.  Cope. 

48.  .lol-iii   P.iddk'  (r;irrett,  b. ,  7,k  Sepleniljer  6,  isOo,  Hannah  R. 

Haines. 

49.  Martha  H.  Garrett,  b. . 

50.  Sarah  Bicldle  (iarrett,  b. ,  d.  November  10,  1841. 

51.  Hetty  Diddle  Garrett,  b. . 

17.  William  Hidi-lk,  son  of  Jolm  and  Elizal)L-th  (Canby) 
I3iddle,b<.rn  May  ]7,  180(3;  married  :\lay  8,  ]>^-2S,  Elizabeth 
C.  Garrett,  a  sister  of  his  brotlier-indaw,  Thomas  0.  Garrett. 
She  died  January  21,  1881. 

In  1831  ami  fur  many  years  following  lic  v.-as  a  director, 
and  afterwards  a  controller,  of  tlie  public  seliools. 

In  1840  he  was  maale  a  manager  of  the  Magdalen  Asylum, 
which  ofUee  lie  held  I'or  niore  tlian  f'rty  years.  In  the  sntne 
year  he  \\-as  elected  a  director  of  Girard  College,  which 
ollice  he  held  ibi-  fourteen  years,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  organiz<itio;i  of  that  institution. 

]n  1819  he  was  elected  a  manager  of  the  l^ennsylvaiiia 
Hospital,  \vhich  post  he  held  for  nearly  thirty-eiglit  years, 
the  la.-t  ilfteeii  of  which  he  wa-  pre'sident  of  the  board. 

In  1855  he  was  cliosen  secretary  of  the  MinehiH  and 
Schuylkill  Haven  Jiailrc.ad  Co.,  and  in  l8\-3  v,-as  ap})ointed 
its:  })resident.     He  died  Juno  7,  1837.     Their  children,  were: 


5i  ()ir,  ,1  JUihlle. 

[>2.  8;uimel  r.i>MIr,  //. ,  '/■  XovcinluT  "2,  ]>^\2. 

A8.   ];e!-oce:i  <;.  Bi.l.lle,  0. ,  ''.  Vcccmhvv  -1,  1^4:2. 

54.  Klizal.cl!^  » '.  V/uUlc,  b. ,  ''.  IMarch  ],  ls33. 

55.  IK'nry  lii.Jdlo,  /^.  ,<l  July  11.  ]s:",4. 

56.  John  \V.  r>1.1*l!f,  b. ,  m.  .May  S,  ]Si;i,   Mary  llcwcs. 

57.  riiili].  G.  Ci.lO.'o,  /y. ,  (f.  March  40,  ls55. 

5S.  Saimioi  Biudk-,  b.  ,  m.  AuL;ust  3,  lSo5,  Katliariiie  1  lamed. 

IS.  10]>v'AKi>  C  P)!]!]'!.!:,  .-en  of-Tohi)  nnil  ]\li/,al)Otli  (C-aiiliv) 
Biddlo,  born  January  -'>,  1808.  llo  began  his  busiiiess  life 
with  tlic  ol'l  and  wGll-known  (h'v-good^  1ina  of  Ibackt-)', 
Brown  ».*v-  C\).,  and  at'tei'\vard>  was  a  pubii.-lioi'  and  booksollei' 
in  Pliiiad.dphia  I'or  many  years  as  a  riiernber  of  flic  succes- 
sive firms  of  Key,  ^Nliellce  cV  Jjiddle,  Key  c^  Bidule,  and  E. 
C.  cV  J.  BiddK'  c*^  Co. 

In  1857  he  accepted  tlie  ]u'csidency  of  the  Yrcstnu»rehind 
Coal  Co.,  wlii'di  die  liehl  i'or  t\ven1y-se\-cn  years,  until  Ids 
health  and  advanciui:- years  necessitated  his  withdrawal.  iJe 
was  for  many  years  a  director  and  conti'oller  of  llic  public 
schools,  under  the  old  system  of  appointment  by  the  judges, 
and  was  also  aciive  in  the  ail'airs  of  the  Ib-Mtestarit  h4)iseopal 
Church,  lie  wa-  fui'  a  long  time  a  director  of  the  Xortliern 
Central  Railroad  Co.  lie  is  now  (1802)  living  in  I'hihidel- 
]>hia  in  ix-tircnicnt.  He  married  May  14,  18->2,  ^letty 
Darker  Foster.  She  died  March  28,  1848.  Their  childi-cn 
were  : 


50.  Iletty  Foster  I'.i.Mle,  b. . 

Gfl.   William   J-'o.^tcr   J^ifMle,  b. , 

I.faviU. 
CI.  Edward  .luliii  IJiddle,  b. ,  (/.  .Alareh  24,  1S48 


tamiarv   2,  ISGO,   ICmilv   A. 


20.  ]]i:r.i'CCA  Bim)Li;,  daughter  of  John  and  I'lli/.abetii 
(Canity)  Ibddle,  born  January  S,  1812;  mai'i'ied  O«dober  IJ, 
ISol,  Alfi'ed  Co])e,  wlio '^vas  a  meiidier  of  the  lirm  of  Ileiii'y 
it  Alfred  Cope,  oj"  the  Liverpool  line  of  jiackets.  I  Lis  lirst 
wil'ewas  AJi-.-;  Hannah  IMge,  of  Chestei-  C(junty,  I'eniisyl- 
vania,  by  vdiom  In.',  had  thi'cc  clilldren, — TvTrs.  J'hiliji  (\ 
Garrett,  Mrs.  .lohn  K.  Cartel- (deceased  December  20,  1871), 
and  l/rofessor  Jildward  Drinker  Cope,  uu  eminent  naf iiralisl, 
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antlioi'  (if  tlu-  "  Origin  ol'  G\.iioi-;i."  '•J^vXtinct  iKitracIiia  and 
l-vC'iiliHa  o'i  Xoi'th  Atiioiica,'"  etc.  licbci-ea  ]>.  Cwpo  aicd 
Frliruarv  18.  1S7G.  AltVod  Coj^'  uicd  1K'coiii1)lt  t.  ISTo. 
.liy  liis  soond  \\]\'c,  Ixvliccea  Biddlo^  lie  liad  one  son  : 

G2.  J;une.?  r»iiKlle  Cv\>v,  I'.  Autrusi  I'l,  18">2,  /,;.  .Time  :25,  ]S7'K  I\I:uie 
lionise  ^^:uItKlel"^. 

21.  .IcHX  BinnLK,  srin  of  Jolm  and  Klizabcili  (Canbv) 
Biddle,  liorn  -luno  28.1814;  nia.iTi(.'d  lA'Ceinbei'  1.3,1852, 
^lary  Bl:\ikic  Fo.-tcr,  a  sister  of  his  In-other  ]'>d\v;u'.]'s  \vife. 
He  beeanfc  in  early  life  the  East  India  nianaii'er  of  Foster 
&,  Chapnnui,  at  CaKailta,  wheie  lie  resided  several  \-cars. 
U];)on  Ills  VL-turn  from  India,  abont  the  yean-  1841,  he  beeajiie 
a  member  of  the  publishing  house  of  F.  C.  k  J.  Twiddle,  and 
later  was  one  of  the  founders,  witli  the  late  I3ishop  A. 
l^otter  and  A\'illiam  ^Velsh,  of  the  night  sehools  under  the 
care  of  the  Yotmg  Men's  City  Institute.  He  was  ibr  a  long 
periotl  si'cretarv  of  the  bi.)ard  of  dii'eetoi-s  of  the  Hotise  of 
Tiefnge:  and  about  the  year  1850  he  was  elected  in-esident 
of  the  Locaist  ^tlountain  C'oal  and  Iron  Company,  wbieb 
oiliee  he  held  until  his  death,  Oetolu'r  10,  1884.  J\lrs.  'Slury 
F.  ]]iddle  died  Derembm-  13,  b887.     Their  children  were: 

G3.  E^tlier  ]'V>?ter  IViddle,  b. ,  //;.  Miiy  8,  1SS5,  Edward  ('.  Clay. 

64.  J(din  JMddle,  b.  Jaruiary  2o,  18o7,  rj.  December  .3,  18-38. 

65.  Mary  Teller  Jiiddli-,  b. ,  //'.  Septem])er  .30,  ]88o,  .hAni  Xiill. 

GG.  Elizabeth   Caid.iy    Ibddle,  b. ,  n>.  Octuber  C,  1 888,.  Neilsou  J. 

rvittei. 

28.  0\vt;x  P)ii)])[a';  (third),  son  of  Owen  and  I'^lizalxdh 
(liowan)  Ijiddlc,  be.rn  July  21,  1801  ;  n^aii-ried  .Mareh  4,  l^-;il, 
ISlnry  Ann  Th','mii<on.  She  died,  July  0,  1810.  Xo  is.-ue 
by  thi-  mari-iage.  lie  married,  sci-ondly.  .Inne'  1.3,  18.31, 
Sai-ah  Luw-ry,  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  laigland.  Theij-  ehildi-en 
we IX' : 

67.  Ainiie  E.  I'-iddlr,  //.  March  20,  ]8')I,  n\  (.)ci-,be;-  [>.  187(;. 

68.  8arah  .Jane  Hiddle,  /..  February  21,  Js.li',,  ,/.  Nnvemb.-r  6,  18.-)0. 
60.  Adelaide  Jiid<lle,  b.  July  bS,  ]800,  ///.  Dreember  2i),  is.s.'!,  Jauies 

Stark,  .Jr. 


b'o 


On-cn  r,i(hUr. 


ol.  Ixoi'.KUT  r>ii>i>L!:,  son  of  Oloiiient  -Aud  Marv  (Caiiliv) 
IVuldlo,  Ijori)  ;  uian-ioil  Anna  Milln-.  dau^liU'r 

of  ])a.nit.'l  ]j.  and  Hannah  (Xk'liol.-on)  Miller.  Slie  died 
Augu^t  1-2,  18!il.  Jle  Avas  of  the  linn  of  11.  k  ^y .  C.  r.iddlc 
it  Co.,  Iiardwai-e  mcTchants.  of  I'hiladcljthia,  and  lia-  hcen 
the  ti'casnror  of  Swarthrnorc  College  for  a  luiniher  of  years, 
and  still  (]S!t2)  hohls  that  ri'jsition.      Their  ehildren  were  : 

70.  Olunles  31.  DkUlo,  b. ,  in.  November  I'J,  ISGS,  lliiiinah  McTl- 

vain. 

71.  Henry  C.  Bicklle,  b. ,  m.  Xovernber  2,  1876,  Anna  Mary  ]\Ie- 

Jlvain. 

72.  llann:-li   Miller  ISiddlo,   h.  ,  m.  January   5,  1882,  J.  C.  W. 

]'"r!-lnimlli. 

73.  Eli.iabcd!    Tarri^h    BiJale,  i. ,    m.    June  C,   187-:,    J.  C.  \K . 

Fri<lunulh. 

74.  ilarlna  Canby  Bidule,  b. ■. 

32.  Yrn.LiA.-\t  Caney  "Biklle,  son  of  Clement  and  Mai-y 
(Canhy)  Twiddle,  l3orn  September  25, 1816  ;  married  FeV)rnar\- 
21,  1838,  Rachel  Miller.  He  died  December  22,  1887.  In 
commereial  circles  he  was  noted  for  business  ability,  energy, 
and  integrity,  lie  ^^  as  erne  of  the  fonnders  of  the  llrm  of 
K.  iV  AV.  C.  Diddle,  theij  the  leading  liardware  Ijouse  in 
I'hihidel|»hia.  He  vras  an  inHiiential  member  of  the  Society 
of  P^riends.  and  one  v\^  the  most  lespccted  and  trtisted  sup- 
porters of  Swarthmore  College.  He  was  also  for  years  a 
'  manager  of  the  Pj'eston  Keti-e[it, 

Kachel  M.  Jliddle  died  Cctobei"  7,  1802.  Their  children 
were  :' 

75.  Clement  M.  Biddle,  b.  ■ ,  ra.  October  11,  18G0,  Lydia  Cooper. 

76.  Fr.'iiices  Canby   ]31ddle,  b.  •,  //;.  June  IS,  1862,  Clement  A. 

Griseom. 

77.  Helen  Biddle,  //. •,  w.  ^^eiitember  17,  ISGG,  George  B.  Tnorna-. 

7S.  3Ia)-y  JViddle,  li. ,  ///.  January  2S,  18Gt),  Jlowai'd  Wood. 

79.  IJaniuib  N.   B.iddle,  6. •,  >/;.  (;)ctober  18,   1877,  Cliarles  ^Vil- 

liains. 


31.  Cl];.M];xt  Dimuj;,  ,-on  of  Clement  and   Mary  (Canby) 
Biddle,  born  Xcn'eniber  17,  J8lO;   married,  iirst,  September 


J^CscCildduf-^  of  (hciU  ilihl  Stf/'dli    Ili\l(U(\  57 

0,  184-1,   Su.<:i!i  T.  A\';iiU)M.     Slic  duMt    DroL'inlM'r  'J,    18)2. 
Tlicir  eliiltli'cn  \\i,M-e  : 

SO.  ^ViH^aul  W.  Jluldie,  /-.  ,Iuly  li.  1812,   .n.  April  22,  IS?-!,  Maiy  ll. 
Taggart. 

Clenieiit  Ijiddlu  marrioJ,  soeoiully.  April  ]0,  ]84r),  Sn^aii 
W.  Cii.lwnllader.  .<ho  died  Fcbnuirv  P.i,  ISOiL  Tlioir 
cliildren  wore : 

81.  Caiiljy  BidJle,  b.  February  2?>,  IS-jr.,  r?.  April  l-'i,  1S:)7. 

82.  Franci.  C.  Bid.lle,  b. ,  m.  October  22,  187.",  Sarah  Penimck. 

83.  Annie  I3iddle,  b.  ■ ,  ,ii.  ]\Jay  G,  188'),  Ednuind  Sterling. 

FOURTH   GENERATION. 

o8.  Eli/.aiieth  IlA^NAii  EiJi]>LE,  dauuiitcr  of  James  0. 
and  Sally  (Drinker)  Tdddie,  born  March  H,  1830;  married 
October  22,1801,  Kev.  Vrilliam  F.  Halsey,  of  the  Protectant 
Episcopal  Chnrch.  lie  was  from  ISOd  to  October  15,  1882 
(the  date  of  his  death),  rector  of  St.  David's  (commonly 
called  Itadnor  Church),  Dela\\'arc  C^^iinty,  Pennsyl\-ania. 
She  died  j'ebrutiry  1',^  IS'Sl.      Their  children  were: 

84-.  y\^illia!a  Fiddle  llaFuy,  /.. ,  d.  September  4,  ISGo.' 

85.  Mary  Matilda  ITalsey,  b. . 

80.  James  Fiddle  Halfey,  b. ,  m.  May  12,  1S02,  Elizabeth  Yar- 

nall. 

87.  Walter  Benedict  IFabey,  b. ,  <J.  May  ]:],  ISGG. 

88.  l^lizabeth  F.id<l!e  llal^ey,  b.  ,  '!.  .luly  13,  18S8. 

80.  Edward  I'iddle  IlaFey,'/.. ■. 

90.  Millicent  HaFey,  b. . 

t)l.']Ietty  Fiddle  Ilalsey,  b. ,  d.  August  21,  1873. 

45.  Pl]:];i:cca  C.  Garrett,  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  atid 
Frances  (Piddle)  Garrett,  horn  ;  mai'ihjd 

Jn.ne  17,  185G,  Jona.thti.n  E.  Phoads,   of  .xrai'jile  To\\-nshijt, 
Dela^^•are  County,  Pennsylva.nia.     Theii"  ehildren  Averc  : 

02.  Jo-^eph  Fhoads  b. ,  /v.  .Inly  5,  1SS2,  Harriet  E.  Masters. 

93.  'JMjomas  G.  Fhoad,s,  b. ,  d.  March  81,  FS72. 

94.  George  A.  Fhoad-:,  b. ,  /n.  Jun-  10,  I  SO'),  Frances  C.  F.  'J'atum. 

9:..  Edward  G.  Fhoad>,  //. . 

9G.  Juliii  Jjiddle  Fiioads,  b. . 
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07.  Francos  IMioails,  b. . 

lis.  \\'illiain  Kvaiis  Ixlma^l^,  l>. . 

till.  Elizabeth  iJhoa.ls,  b. . 

47.  Pim.ir  (\  C  AinnuT,  son  of  Tlioina-  C.  and  ]''raiicori 
(I'.uLllv)  Gari'c'ti,  l)oni  :  inarriL't]  May  iN,  l^C"), 

]':iizabeili  W.  Co}'c.  a  daugl iter  of  Alfred  and  llaiina])  (I'^lgc) 
Cope.      Children  : 

100.  Frances  F,.  Garrett,  b.  . 

101.  Alfred  C.  Garrett,  b.  ■ . 

4.^.  Jonx  Bimnj-:  Cakrett,  son  of  Thonia>  C.  and  J'^ranccs 
(Diddle)  Ca.r;-ott\  liorn  ;  nnirricMJ  Scpteniher  G, 

18GG,  Jlannali  11.  Ilaines.      Cljildrcn  ; 

102.  :Mary  Fdioad-,  (Tarrelt,  b. . 

103.  Frances  EicFUe  Ga.rrett,  b . 

56.  Jnux  W.  L]i>])LE,  son  of  Willia.ia  and  Eiizabotli  (Gar- 
rett) Biddlc,  born  ;  married  May  S,  ISGl, 
-Mary  ]Tewes.     Sbo  died  :sray  2o,  1S74.      Children  : 

104.  William  F.id.lle,  b.  ,  m.  Ociober  S,  ISSo,  Caroline  0.  Scatter- 

good. 
10.").  James  G.  Fiddle,  b.  ■ ■'. 

58.  Samuel  Bimile,  son  of  William  and  liiliz.'ibeth  (Gar- 
rett) Biddle,  i:>orn  ;  married  Au--u<t  :^,  l.^G5, 
Katharine  Ilarned.     She  died  July  V2,  1S'J2.     Children  : 

lOG.  Elizabeth  S.  Fiddle,  6.. ,m.  ^'ovenibcr  5,  lSr»0,  .^annicl  Feeves 

Carter. 
107.  :\[ary  Ji.  F.iddle,  //.  . 

105.  Helen  C.  Biddle,  b. . 

G2.  James  Binj)EE-Coi'i^  son  of  Alfred  a.nd  rjebecca  (I'id- 
die)  Co])e,  biii-n  Aupcust  13,  1n")2;  married,  dune  25,  ISTo, 
Ma.rie  Louise  Saniiders.  He  changed  his  ?iame  ])y  legal 
f-naelment  to  Biddie-Co]jo.  He  resides  in  hhirope.  Chil- 
dren : 


JDcsrcndants  of  Oircn  (Oid  Sanilt   IlidiUc  •)*.) 

•    10'.).  M;uie  Loui^^e  Biddle-Ci.pe,  b. . 

110.  ]'"raiices  Maiuiiret  13iddle-Cope,  /'. ■. 

111.  AliVed  Co^r  r>iddle-Coj>e,  b. ,  deceased. 

llL'.  Jolui  Sleplu'ii  Biddle-Co)«e.  b.  — — . 

li;;.  CTlady>  .Mary  l~abol  ];idd!t-CojH\  b.  . 

114.   Aiilho.-iy  rro>iHT  Cynriau  Mary  l!iddle-C('i)C,  '/.  — — . 

Go.  l^^TiiEii  Fo-TErv  BiDDi.K,  cl;iiiu-likT  of"  Jolm  and  Mai-y, 
(Foster)  Biddlc,  l)orn  ;  married  May  S, 

18sr>,  Edward  C.  Clay.      Children  : 

11  o.  Edward  Uiddlo  Clay,  b. . 

110.  Gladys  :\Iarv  Clay,  b. . 

70.  CjiAUf.rs  M.  r)!]ii.LF.,  son  of  ]vobort  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Biddle,  born  rel/rnaiy  -3, 1814  ;  married  Xoveniber  I'd,  1S6S, 
llannali  Melh  ain.      Children: 

117.  Anna  ]-)id<lle,  b. -. 

lis.  Martha  :McIlvain  i'.iddle,  b. . 

119.  Helen  lliddle,  b. •. 

120.  Hannah  Mcllvain  Biddle,  b. . 

121.  Charles  ^lillcr  Biddlc,  b. . 

122.  Robert  Biddle,  /'. . 

71.  JIexpa'  C.  r.iDDEE,  son  of  I'iohert  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Biddle,  born  Oerol)er  12.  1S45;  nian'ied  Xovernber  2,  1S76, 
xVnna  Mary  Mellvain.  Henry  C.  Biddle  died  June  20,  ISSG. 
Children  : 

123.  Hugh  Mcllvain  Biddle,  b.  . 

124.  Mary  Biddle,  /-. . 

125.  Henry  C.  lliddle,  b.  . 

121;;.  Lilian  liiddle,  b.  . 

127.  Boberl  B;'!^t.,n  Biddle,  I. ■• 

72.  JlAXN/.ii  M.  I'luni.K,  danii'hter  of  Boboi't  and  .•\n.na 
(Millor)  Bid.dle,  born  August  21,  1850;  married  January  .>, 
1882,  J.  C.  W.  Brishmnth.     Cliildivn  : 

128.  J^dna  Hd.-n  1  rislunutli,  b. . 

129.  Jolm  ^\']liOl.•y  ]'ri-lnuuth,  //. . 

180.  Koberl  Biddle  Fri>!inuith,  b. . 

181.  Clarice  Fri.-hnmli),  b. . 


CO  (),r,'n   riuhllc. 

To.  ]'j.i7,  M^irni  ']'.  r.[ii]'i.i:.  (I;ui;;-lilrr  of  I'oboi'i  niid  Anna 
(Miller^  IJ'iMl.'.  born  Auirn.-l  1,  ISo:]  :  nitirrii'd  .lunf  '■">.  ]s7o, 
J.  C.  V\'.  ]''!-isliiuuili.  Eii/.:ilK'!h  JS.  V.  dinl  Doecnibor  17, 
ls7l>.      CliiKlron: 

Vol.   Aiin:i  ];ii]illi.'  Fi-i<limulli. 
loo.  .Aiaiy  Grainlum  I'rishinutli. 

75.  Cj,k.mi'ni'  M.  P)!!)].].!-,  son  dl"  Vrilliuiii  0.  and  ]J:n'ii.'l 
(Millci-)]r!dd,io,  l.orn  Dcet  inlier  24,1008;  iiiarriod  \3clubor  11, 
ISGO,  Lydiii  Cuopt-r.      Child ren  : 

];'.].  Lucy  i'.iu.Jle,  b.  ,  ,.t.  Seinembcr  2:),  1S31,  J.  Kecce  Lewis. 

lOc).   William  Canby  LiiMle,  //. . 

130.  Lnberi  Licldlo,  Jr..  b. ,  r.i.  October  3,  1SS'.>,  llelen  0.  Conard. 

137.  Caroline  Coiqior  Eiddlo,  b.  ■ . 

loS.  Lydia,  Eiddle,  b.  .- — . 

J 39.  Cieinent  -ALlkr  BiJdle,  Jr.,  b. . 

70.  FuANCE.-  Canby  Eiiu^le,  daugliter  of  ^ViHianuC\  and 
liaclicl  (Miller)  ]5iddle,  l^orn  Aii<i-u-l  11,  1840  ;  niarriod  Juno 
IS,  ].n02,  Cloni':'nt  _,V.  Grisi-uni.      Children  : 

140.  Jobn  Acton  Gi'I-^com.  b.  -,  (/.  July  l-l,  l^hA. 

]-lL  Ifeleu  Biddle  'iriscum,  b. ,  /;/.  June  "ilt,  ISSi),  ^:^aiiiuel  EeUle. 

142.  C'leiiK'iit   .\etn!i   Cri-coui,  b.  ,  ///.  Sei'icmlier  IS,  ]■'^■Sf^  (Jeiie- 

vicvc  .^.  Ludlow. 

143.  Lodiii:in  Elli>oii  <Trisc;oni,  b. . 

144.  l^loyd  Cariieiuer  Gri-;CO!;i,  b. •. 

145.  I'rances  Canby  Griscoiu,  Ji.,  b. . 

77..]:T].:li:x  J3i])I'LE,  danuditei'  of  \\'illiani  C.  an(]  iJacln/] 
(.Miilci')  P)i(h]lo,  hoi'n  Alai'eh  20, 1S44  ;  married  Sepleinher  .17, 
180(3,  George  Ij.  Tho-.ua-.  ][eleii  1!.  T.  di-d  Mareh  2S,  Ls77. 
Cliildieii  : 

14').  I'rauecs  Caiil>y  llioma-^,  //. . 

147.   Laae  Hiddle  Th'.uia-,  b. . 

14S.   Laebd  IMiiler  4  honia-,  b. . 

78.  .M.\i:y  JljnjJij:,  daugliter  oi'  Williuni  C.  and  'Ihieliel 
(Milb;]'j  Ijidiile,  l)()i'i)  Deeeinber  17,  ISllJ ;  married  Ja.iniary  28, 
18GU,  ][o\vai'<l  \Vo(;(h      Children  : 


149.  irul.llo  Wood,  l>. . 

]5u.  JlrUu  l'>i,hllc  Wu.'.l.  //. . 

lol.  Ahm  Wrod,  iliird,  b.  . 

iry2.  llow;u-d  Wor.d.  Jr.,  ('-.  . 

l.:.;5.  Cleineiu  JlLldlo  Wood,  0. . 

154.  Owen  r.iddlr  Wood.  o.  ,  '/.  February  20,  JSS-J. 

155.  IJacliel  Biddlo  Wood,  b. . 

15i">.  Marion  lliudlc  Wood,  l>. . 

157.  Dorothy  Wood,  b. ,  iL  April  H,  1  ^S7. 

Til.  IIaxxah  ?s.  P)1]'1)].i:.  (Lmu'litor  of  \\illiaiii  (\  :in<l 
Kaoliel  (>nilcr)  iriJdK'.  \>orn  April  18,  ISoo  :  marriiMl  Ooiobor 
18,  1877,  Charles  Williains.      C'liiUlron  : 

loS.  William  Biddle  Williani.s,  b. . 

150.  J'ranco.  ]3iddlo  Williaius  b. . 

100.  l-Meanor  Puuliney  Ijiildlo  V\"ill!ain^,  b. . 

80.  ^^'ILLIAM  W.  BiM»Li:,  son  of  Cloirieiit  and  Susan 
(Walton)  Biddlo,  burn  July  1-J,  1842;  married  April  9.2, 
1874,  Mary  B.  Taggart.     Cliildi'cn  : 

ICl.  Kdward  Taggart  D'ddlc,  /'. . 

102.  William  Canny  Diddle,  6. . 

103.  Ferris  Biddle,  b. ,  -/.  ^Fay  G,  U-SO. 

104.  Howard  iiiddle,  b. . 

82.  FiiANCis  C.  I'lniiLE,  son  of  CkMUcnt  and  Susan  (Cad.- 
walladc)')  Biddle,  l)orn  Se[)tevnl)er  IG,  iSol  ;  niarriedi  Oetobe-r 
22,  1878,  Sarah  Pennoek.     Childron  : 

105.  Ly<lia  Pcnnoek  liiddlo,  b. . • 

KiO.   Mary  Caiiby  Biddle,  b. . 

88.  Anxk  BinniJ:,  daughter  of  Clenienl  and  Su.san  (Cad.- 
wallader)  Biddlo,  boi'u  Mai'eli  2,  1807  ;  married  May  G,  1885, 
Edmund  Sterling,      Children  : 

107.  Clement  Jiiddlc  .^icrlin-,  /-.  ,  '/.  April  «,  1RS9. 

FJl^'TH    GENPIR.ATION. 

92.  duSKini  BiUiAn.-,  son  of  Jonatli.an  J-h  and  Be])ocea 
(Garrolt)  lilioads,  Injrn  Api'il  8,  ls.",7;  riniia'ied  July  o,  18S2, 
Ilarriei  E.  Masters.      Cliildreii  : 


(;2        .  Oir,n  BidJlc. 

IGS.  Ei.lL;-;ir  Jo.opli  rJicaJs,  /-.  Scjitfuiber  11,  18S3. 

94.  Okui;*;!]  A.  Eiioajis,  eon  of  Jouatlian  Tl.  and  Ecbocca 
(Garrett)  Ulioasis,  born  Auu-ust  G,  18G0:  ntarrird  Juno  ID, 
1890,  at  AVilniinglon,  ] Delaware,  Frances  C.  ,  dan-litcr  of 
John  R.  Tatuni.      Cliililren  : 

IGO.  Thomas  Oarretl  Klituul..  b.  April  10,  ]S0]^  d.  IMay  oO,  li^gi. 

170.  ]:ii/.alx-t]i  Tatuiu  FJioads,  l>.  June  24,  1692. 

104.  AA^JiajAM  1^)1  DDLE,  .^on  of  .lolm  W.  and  ^Nlarv  (Tluwe^) 
Bidule,  liorn  ;  marj'ieJ  October  8.  loS*;, 

Caroline    C..    danglitei'    of    Jose[»]i    Scattorgood,    of    \\'est 
Choter,  rcnii.'-yi\-ania.      Clilidrcn  : 

171.  Jnliii  \\\  KuhWe,  Jr.,  A. . 

lo4.  Lucv  Biii]>Li',  dutugbter  of  Clenjcnt  M.  and  Lydia 
(Cooper)  DiddlO;  born  Se[)teinber  20,  1  SGI;  uia.rried  ^ep- 
tenibci'  25,  1&S4,  J.  l\eeee  Lewis.     Clfddreri  : 

172.  Lydia  Cooper  Lewi<,  b. . 

173.  Clement  Biddlo  Lewi.-,  b. . 

loG.  LoiiKRT  Liudlk,  Jit.,  son  of  Clement  Yl.  and  Lydia 
(Cooper)  J5iddlo,borii  M.\\  ">1. 1SG7;  married  October  3,  ISSO, 
Helen  C.  Conard.      CiiiMi't.'ij  : 

174.  ]\Iary  Conard  Biddle,  b. -. 

Lll.  Helen  Biddlk  GrjscoM,  dangbter  of  Clement  A. 
a.nd  Fi-ane>:^o  Canby  (Liddlc)  Griseom,  born  October  9, 1S6G  ; 
mai'ried  Jane  20,  1SS9,  Sainud  Bettlc      Cliild)-en  : 

175.  Grisconi  f'ettle,  b. . 

142.  Clement  Actun  Cjil-com,  Jk.,  son  of  Clement  A. 
and  Li'ances  Canb\-  (B>iddle)  Griseom,  Ijorn  Jrnie  20,  LSGs  ; 
]iiai'ried  Septendx'r  18,  1889,  Genevie\"c  S.  l^udlow.  Cliil- 
di'cn  : 

170.   Lu.llr.v,-  r;ri-eom,  b. . 

177.   Acton  Cri.scoin,  b. . 
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The  oration  dolivered  In-  Owen  Uiildlejhi.'fore  tlic  Amei-- 
icaii  Philosopliical  r^ociety,  Maivli  2,  17S1,  was  found  in  tlic 
Kidg'way  In-anch  of  tlie  I'hiladelphia  Lil)rarv  anioui;-  the 
Da  Siniilii'TO  coll'.'f-tion  of  pam[ddcts.  As  it  is  probablv  tlic 
onl}'  copy  in  existence,  \\c  concluded  to  reprint  it, — not  tliat 
it  contains  anUbing'  of  spi'cial  interest  at  tbe  present  time, 
but  merely  for  the  sake  of  preservation,  and  to  g-ratity  tbe 
curiosity  of  Ins  descendants,  v\dio  will  doubtless  be  inter- 
ested in  its  perusal.  It  is  dedicated  "to  liis  Excellency 
Josepli  Keed,  Esq.,  President  of  tlie  Sujircrne  Executive 
Council  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Patron  of  tlic 
American  I'liilosopbical  Society  lor  }irornoting  useful  knowl- 
edge," and  is  preceded  by  the  following 
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ANNOUNCEMENT   TO   THE    READER. 


Impuesskk  v,-itli  a  ?cnse  of  the  great  iinportaiiee  of  raising 
an  afiection  for  learning  in  the  youth  of  America  ; — of  form- 
ing some  ohjccts  to  di\ert  their  mindb  from  a  course  of  cVn-- 
sipation  ; — to  animate  tliem  with  an  cmuhition  to  V)ecome 
useful  au'l  honor;ible  citizens,  ami  of  the  lici[ipy  fondeney  of 
annual  Oi'ations,  upon  proj'cr  subjects,  to  promote  these 
desirable  oids,  the  author  was  induced  to  submit  to  the 
frequent  solicitations  of  this  Society,  to  undertake  the 
arduous  task  im])Osed  u])on  him; — a  task  for  whicli  he  felt 
himself  unequal  ;  but  the  imhilgent  attention  which  vras 
given  to  his  feeble  attenipt  at  once  shev/s  the  liberal  and 
candid  sentiments  of  the  i)olite  audience  l)efore  whom  it 
was  delivei'cd, — claims  his  most  grateful  acknowledgments, 
and  will  l)e  an  encouragement  to  others  to  succeed  in  this 
honorable  duty,  whose  abilities  as  far  exceed  tliose  of  the 
author  as  does  their  diflidence. 

The  length  of  this  Oration  obliged  him  to  omit  two  or 
three  [)aragraphs  when  it  wa^  delivered,  v/liieh  he  has  taken 
the"  liberty  to  insert  in  this  copy;  as  they  will  su})ply  some 
chasms  in  the  history  of  hunnm  inijirovements,  he  flatters 
himself  they  will  not  make  this  Oraticjn  less  acceptable  to 
the  puldic. 
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ORATION, 


Gkxtlemen,— Wlieu  the  old  Romans  wore  .'iboul  to  engage  \n  any  bii-i- 
ness of  importance,  they  sacrificed  :io  liberally  to  tlieir  gods,  to  induce  them 
to  be  propitious  to  their  undertaking,  that  clouds  ol'  incense  ascended 
from  their  altars.  Influenced  by  similar  motives,  those  persons  who 
liave  had  occasion  to  address  the  public  have  offered  up  the  incense  of 
adulation,  in  hig1i  strains,  to  deiirecatc  the  severity  of  criticism.  To 
suppose  that  the  gods  could  be  l>ribed  by  so  paltry  a  ]:>urchase  to  fav(/r 
unworthy  designs,  or  that  your  judgment  could  be  seduced  by  such 
means,  would  be  but  an  ill  compliment  to  their  rectitude,  or  your  unrJer- 
standing.  An  attemi)t  to  fetter  the  suggestions  of  tlie  mind,  or  to  extort 
an  undcsi'rved  approbation,  would  be  equally  futile;  we  may  as  well 
expect  to  tread  ui'on  sand  without  leaving  a  trace  of  the  feet  as  to  offend 
the  ear  without  making  an  unfavorable  impression  upon  the  mind.  I 
shall,  therefore,  not  take  up  your  time  witli  fruitless  apologies  or  vain 
supplications,  but  shall  submit  my  performance,  with  all  its  demerits,  to 
be  sported  with,  a.s  the  shuttle  of  tlie  day,  and  afterwards  to  be  consigned 
to  everlasting  oblivion  with  works  of  greater  splendor  and  more  merit. 
And  in  order  that  1  may  co-operate  with  tlie  wishes  of  this  Society,  T 
.■«hall  undertake  the  task  assigned  me,  and  give  you  an  historical  .sketcii 
of  those  capital  inventions  and  discoveries  which  have  led  to  all  the 
subsequent  improvements  in  useful  knowledge, and  "so  far  increased  the 
power  of  man  over  matter,  and  multiplied  the  conveniences  of  life,"'  as 
to  make  a  total  change  in  the  condition  of  the  human  race.  It  must  be 
evident  that  a  suliject  so  ciqiious  can  only  be  treated  superficially  in  the 
course  of  an  oration;  many  curion=  lacts  must  necessarily  be  omitted, 
and.imjiortant  discoveries  barely  mentioned.  The  Held  is  so  extensive 
that  it  deserves  a  masterly  pen,  and  abounds  with  many  interesting 
anecdotes,  which,  in  the  language  of  Solomon,  are  like  apples  of  gold 
set  iii  I'ictures  of  silver. 

Tlie  Supreme  Being,  by  his  almighty  fiat,  having  brought  the  world 
into  existence  and  organiz.-d  thi' various  j)arts,  it  may  be  inferred  that 
n)an  was  created  complete  in  stature,  and  without  any  mental  or  bodily 
defects.  Thus  circumstanced,  he  would  resemble  ihe  imaginary  inhab- 
itants of  Plato's  n^public,  when  brought  from  the  cojifinemcnt  of  a  cave, 
where  they  had  rc-ided  from  their  birtli  ;  his  irdnd  would  be  void  of 
every  idea,  and  when  the  grand,  volume  of  nature  was  di-^playod  before 
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him, — (he  rnapnitiocnco  ami  imvi'lty  of  the  scone,  tlie  sploiulor,  cxtenl, 
aiui  decorations  ol"  the  new  nian-ioiib  would  al  onec  strike  him  with 
a-stonishiiieiit,  and  ai:itate  liim,  with  deliirhl.  And  whatever  l)e  .--aw,  I'elt, 
heard,  smelt,  or  tasted  wa.-  bi,::;  with  mystery  and  excited  liis  curiosity. 
At  iliis  early  iHriod,  when  the  j'owcrs  of  sense  were  lir>t  expanded,  man 
commenced  philosi)}diy,  and  we  arc  informed  that  lie  was  not  only  in- 
cliiied  to  the  ^tudy  of  physics,  by  that  natural  ]iropensity  wliich  is  so 
dee]i!y  im])lanied  in  our  nature  that  there  is  no  satiety,  but  likewise  by 
the  immediate  interposition  of  the  Deity,  lor  "  the  Lord  brouiiht  every 
beast  of  the  held  and  every  fowl  of  the  air  to  Adam,  to  see  what  he 
would  call  them.'"  '  And  tliat  Adam  and  his  descendants  afterwards 
pursued  their  inquiries  with  success  may  be  made  appe:'r,  by  the  only 
important  fact  upon  record,  relative  to  the  slate  of  the  arts  at  that 
period,  whicli  is  that  "Tubal  C\iln  v>-as  an  instructor  of  every  artificer  in 
brass  and  iron."-  If  iron  was  found  in  a  virgin  state,  it  would  require 
but,  iiitle  ingciiuiiy  to  bring  it  into  u?f,  but  to  di>ciOse  it  froui  the  latent 
state  in  which  it  is  concealed  in  tlie  ore  must  have  been  the  restdi  of 
many  curiotrs  experiments  and  deep  researches;  to  investigate  the  nature 
and  affinity  of  bodies,  as  well  as  the  force  of  fna  ;  for  metallurgy  is  an 
important  i>art  of  chemistry,--that  instructive  science  which  leads  us 
more  perfectly  to  the  acquaintance  with  the  occult  qualities  of  bodies 
than  any  other.  And,  however  insulting  it  may  be  to  our  pride,  yet  it 
is  a  fact,  no  less  true  than  deg)-ading,  tliat  eve;-y  branch  of  seience  and 
the  manual  arts  arc  so  dcpeu'.lent  upon  this  discovery,  and  it  v>-as  so 
essential  to  our  improvement  and  happiness,  that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
peoide  to  emerge  from  the  rude  and  uncultivated  state  of  nature  without 
having  i)rcviou:5ly  the  use  of  that  most  valuable  metal.  Upon  a  super- 
ficial view  it  can  scarcely  be  conceived  tliat  our  present  elevated  condi- 
tion depended  upon  such  a.  slender  contingency  as  this  circum-tance ; 
nor  are  we  sufficiently  apprised  that  some  secret  of  nature  may  yet  be 
concealed  from  the  most  prying  eye,  equally  neglected  by  u-  as  tbey  are 
by  the  uninformed  Indian,  who  views  and  trample^^  it  under  foot  with 
indifierence;  ignorant  of  the  qualities  of  wdiich  it  is  posse.-scd,  that 
would  extend  the  organs  of  sense,  and  increase  the  powers  of  the  mind, 
as  much  as  metals  have  done;  otherwise  we  shotild  be  encout;ige<i  to 
prosecute  our  inquiries  with  a  more  rational  prospect  of  adding  by  some 
lucky  discovery  a  new  dignity,  and  a  more  certain  felicity  to  the  human 
race. 

The  uncertain  state  of  the  arts  before  the  deluge,  or  wdiat  ])or!ions 
were  ;,>reserved  by  Noah,  makes  it  u-eless  to  .-j'cnd  niuch  time  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  a  subject  so  ob-cure;  we  niay  ].erceive  that  the  dispersion, 
which  happened  on  the  }dains  of  Shinar,  occasioned  the  descendants 
of  that  jtatriarch  to  relapse  into  tlie  original  state  of  ignorance,  from 
v/hich  thev  had  adva)iced  in   the  antediluvian  world  ;  some  time   after 
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llinf  ]icrioi1  wo  ni:iy  Ix'gin  to  trace  the  (.la\v)i  oC  civilization  and   Lrradual 
iniiir.)veuK'!it. 

'Id  treat  tite  suliject  in  its  full  extent,  il  would  I'O  ]>ni]n'r  t<i  examine 
the  claims  of  con.tempdrary  nations  of  antiquity  to  jiriMviiy,  ;ind  cnn- 
j>are  tlie  jiro^'-re^s  of  the  arts  anioni^st  them;  but  this  would  ]v;id  me  into 
too  wide  a  field  ;  I  sliall,  therefire,  c<'infine  my  inquiries  lo  tho.-L-  nations 
only  from  whom  the  various  imjirovements  in  arts  am.]  science  have 
been  sncce.-sively  transmitted  down  to  us,  and  wliicli  will  be  in  the  line 
of  the  Gentiles. 

Jl  may  lie  questioned  whether  the  Chaldeans,  tlic  Syrians,  the  Ivjvji- 
tians,  or  Phcenicians  made  tlie  earliest  jn-ogre-s  in  civilization  and  u.~e- 
ful  knowledge;  nevertheless,  that  the  I'lnenicians  were  the  first  and 
chief  of  the  Ea-tern  nations  to  jiroi^agate  among-t  the  Greeks  the  rudi- 
meiits  of  seieiK-e  cannot  be  contn.)veiied.  Tlic.-e  enterjiri-dng  peoiile  are 
said  to  be  descendants  iVom  Caiman, — th.eir  territories  lay  along  the 
lower  edge  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea, — where  tiiey  erccLed  those  two 
famous  emiioriuDis  for  trade,  Sidon  and  Tyre.  The  former  was  sujii'iosed 
t')  liave  been  founded  by  the  eUle-t  son  of  (_'ana;in,  who  wa.-  of  thiii 
mime;  the  lattei',  which  was  anciently  called  Sor,  was  fiimded  aljuiit 
two  hundred  and  forty  year?  before  Solomon's  temple. 

'Jdie  situation  of  the-e  people  v.-as  peculiarly  favorable  lor  naval  com- 
nterce,  and  they  soon  imjiroved  those  natural  advantages  to  such  an 
amazing  extent,  that,  unassisted  by  the  magnet,  a  knowledge  of  geometry, 
or  the  ]n-actical  jians  of  a-tronomy,  appears  to  be  attended  with  insur- 
)nountable  ])erils  and  difficulties,  to  lis  whc)  ha\-e  the  bencht  of  those 
iiivenlions. 

From  cro>>ing  rivers  upon  rafts  and  navigating  boats  made  of  reeds, 
or  hollow  logs,  they  improved  their  naval  architecture  and  skill  in  navi- 
gation, until  they  had  built  their  triremes  or  galleys  of  ihe  iir.-!  magni- 
tude ;  and  by  the  same  gradation.  ex[»Iored  one  jdace  after  another  until 
they  had  cirenniscribed  all  the  conliiicnt  of  Africa. 

'Jdicse  people  judiciou-ly  confined  themselves  lo  proujote  an  extensive 
trad.e  ;  they  were  not  infatuated  by  a  pernicimis  lii-t  to  enlarge  tlKir 
euipire;  secuiity  of  navigation  and  a  ]ie;iceful  enjoyment  of  their  com- 
merce gratified  the  extent  of  their  ambition;  hut  in  these  desire<  1  lny 
were  insatiable,  and  had  no  oll'.er  limits  but  those  wiiiidi  bounded  ihe 
ocean.  The  narrow  confine-  of  the  Mediterranean  could  not  adiord 
scope  emnigh  for  so  a'lventurous  a  jieoplc,  and  they  re.-ortcd  not  onl\  to 
all  the  jiorls  estabiislied  within  the  Levant,  but  lik(.'wi-e  to  the  south- 
ward and  imrthward  of  the  straits  then  called  Jfercule>'  J'ilhu-<,  a.tid 
rea€lie<l  even  as  ftr  as  the  British  Jsles, --known  at  that  time  b}'  tiu- 
namc  of  the  Ca.-.-iteridc.'^., — and,  if  Hej'odotus  is  to  be  credited,  th'-y 
saih-d,  by  the  direction  of  Pharaoh  Xeclio.  out  of  the  Ib-d  Sea,  ail  round 
the  coast  of  Afiica,  returning  through  the  mouth  of  the  straits,  'i'o 
complete  this  \oyage  employed   them  three  yi'ars,  and   it  was  iierl'ormed 
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long  before  llie  Ar-nnamic  cxiioilition,  whicli  iias  been  so  luueh  cele- 
brated by  the  (Jrt'ok  pootN  thai  ilie  vi\--.-el  in  whirh  it  was  I'la-Ie  is  exalted 
to  the  skies,  and  I'orms  one  of  llie  Conslelhiiioiis.  From  these  eireiun- 
slanees  we  may  i>ereeive  how  early  the  i'ho'uieiajis  beeame  trroat  )>ro- 
iieients  in  lln'  art  i.f  navi-Mtiou,  vvlien  oiher  nation--  were  so  su}>iiiely 
indolent  and  wretehedly  ignorant  tliat  they  were  strangers  to  that  spirit 
which  animates  us  to  enlarge  the  sphere  ol'  oar  knowledge  and  increase 
the  means  of  our  happiness. 

^\  bile  this  nation  was  improving  their  navigati.in  and  extending  their 
eommeree,  tlicy  did  not  negleet  a  very  extensive  trade  by  land,  which 
they  carried  on  to  a  great  advantage  to  Syria,  Babylonia,  Ar.ibia,  and 
even  to  India.  In  short,  iliey  are  said  to  Jiave  engrossed  the  trade  of 
tlie  eastern  v,orld;  hence  we  iriay  perceive  how  enterprising  tliesc  ]»eople 
were,  and  bow  deservedly  tlieir  merchants  are  mentioned  in  Scripture, 
as  crjual  to  ]'rinccs. 

A  naviga'.ion  and  commerce  so  extensive  could  liardly  be  -prosecu'ed 
without  giving  rise  to  geometiy,  a-troiiomy,  and  arithmetic,  and  we  are 
aeoirdingly  informed  that  they  either  had  their  origin  amongst  them  or 
were  greatly  improved  in  their  hands;  nor  were  the  advantages  resulting 
from  commerce  confined  to  these  branches  of  science  only,  for  every 
u.-5eful  art  and  every  branch  of  manufacture  are  supported  by  trade; 
and,  as  these  jieople  culvanccd  in  their  naval  and  commercial  aflairs, 
they  gradually  rose,  from  a  simple  state  of  natuie,  to  a  state  of  refined 
improviment;  and  from  inhabiting  huts  made  of  ilags  and  rnslies,— 
beijig  clothed  v^'iili  the  skins  of  beasts,  and  dej'ending  upon  the  casual 
rejiasts  v,hich  hunting  aflotded,  tliey  niade  such  imjirovement  in  varioirs 
arts,  that  to  them  we  are  obliged  not  only  for  many  ol'  the  conveniences 
of  life,  but  for  some  of  the  greatest  refinements  a.m'.-ng.-,t  the  elegancies 
we  enjoy,  particularly  that  valualde  commodity,  glass,  wdiich  was  <lis- 
covered  at  Sidon,  and  ioi-  whieh  they  wd'c  early  eminent.  Tyre  was  no 
less  fanKHH  for  its  scarlet  color  and  jmrfdc  dye,  which  has  long  been 
lost;  be.-idi  s  the  exceeding  fine  linen  v.-hich  they  v/ore,  which  wa>  their 
owii  invention  and  the  jiroduet  of  their  own  country.  These  were  some 
of  the  early  improvements  of  the  ])eoj)le  who  afterwards  extended  their 
.sl:ill  in  every  ait  that  was  ornamental  or  u-eful,  lo  such  a  degree,  that 
A\hate\cr  was  plea•^ing  for  its  elegance,  either  in  apparel,  furniture, 
buildings,  or  other  things,  was  di.-,tinguiohed  by  way  of  excellence  with 
the  epithet  Sidonian. 

But,  unfortunately,  there  are  few  condition-,  of  mankind  but  v>-}ial 
have  their  reverse,  and  if  we  re\xrc  this  ancient  people  for  the  active 
spirit  which  tran,-,formcd  them  from  a  state  of  wretched  indigence  and 
ignorance  to  one  of  opuleni  ease  and  elegance,  yet  we  cannot  but  regret 
that  riehe.-,  aiid  i»r<;.-:perity  as  natu.rally  produce  arrogance,  licentious- 
nc-s,  the  most  elleminale  voluptuousness,  and  extravagant  debauchery, 
as  that  an  excesa  of  wine  will  produce  inebriation  ;  unless,  by  a  well- 
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tlirc-etoil  c>!ucrilioii,  tliere  is  an   early  bias  L'iven  to   the   inin.l   tliat  will 
contine  it  Id  laiulable  objoets  ;iik1  virtuous  ]'ni])OMS. 

The  liappy  coiulitiou  oi'  tlie  I'lKiuiciaus  llowed  in  a  groat  ileL'ree  tVoni 
the  in.venlioii  of  tlie.  alplialtet;  tlie  discovery  of  metals  loosened  the 
bonds  of  ignoranee,  and  letters  eontriljuted  to  disjitd  il.  13y  ■.vluil  person 
or  with  what  nalion  they  Avere  invented  is  not  elear;  li\  some  liislorians 
the  invention  i<  attributed  to  the  Chaldeans;  by  others  the  honor  is 
given  lo  the  Syiians,  but  nnwe  probaldy  to  the  ]\iryi)tians  ;  but  of  this 
matter  \vc  are  as  uneeriaiii  as  we  are  abont  the  iiriuiitivo  languai::e  ;  yel 
we  cannot  doubt  but  it  originated  with  one  of  these  nations,  as  it  was 
earlier  in  use  amon;.'  them  ihaii  any  others.  Tlie  Ivjyptian,  Hermes 
Trismegistus,  othei  wise  called  'J'aut,  'I'holh,  or  ^lereury,  has  the  most 
suffrages  as  being  the  inventor  ^^l!  letters;  if  lie  wa-^,  the_\'  have  n<.)t  done 
that  justice  to  his  memoiy  by  securing  the  undis;iuti;(!  honfir  of  the  i!i- 
vention  to  him  alone,  which  they  have  to  ruitians  and  villains,  wlio  have 
disturbed  the  repose,  violated  the  rights,  ai'd  retarded  tiii-  civib/.aiion  of 
mankind;  and  whose  memories  will  be  execrated  when  a  more  just  taste, 
correct  judgment,  and  improved  state  of  human  buowledge  are  csi:d:>- 
lished.  ' 

"Wherever  a  knowledge  of  letters  was  cultivated  the  change  they  pro- 
duced in  the  eoiiditi'ni  and  in/hience  they  had  on  the  manners  of  nn\n- 
kind  were  striking;  for,  j)revious  to  this  discovery,  tl)e  earth  might  teem 
with  the  most  nutritious  juices  and  the  richest  delicacies;  the  dev.'s  and 
the  rains  of  heaven  might  descend,  and  the  genial  wai'nith  of  the  swlar 
rays  be  spent  useless  and  in  vain  ;  in  short,  but  for  these  discoveries  we 
liad  been  at  this  time  not  elevated  above  a  Ikiron  or  a  Hottentot;  or  in 
the  condition  whieij  Julius  C:e-ar  fouml  our  ance.-tors  on  the  island  of 
Great  llrltain,  with  their  bodies  na.ked,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  ol' the 
seasons;  their  food  such  roots  as  the  woods  aiTorded,  and  their  huts  as 
rude  and  unfit  lo  re.-i<t  the  keen  blasts  of  a  northein  air  as  an  Imlian 
wigwam. 

Although  the  oonimcrcial  genius  of  the  I'hoi'nieiins  led  them  to  ex- 
plore.all  the  region-  within  their  reach,  and  gave  them  an  opportunity 
oi'  jirsf  sjireading  t]v)~e  arts  and  tliat  knowledge  whicli  they  had  ac- 
quired, nevertheless  they  had  not  the  precedence  of  the  Egyptians  either 
for  antiquity  or  improvements  in  literature  or  art.  'i'iie  genius  and 
manners  of  this  nation  were  iu  some  degree  tlie  Jeverse  of  the  other; 
instead  of  ap[dying  themselves  to  naval  commerce,  they  superstitiously 
avoided  it;  and  it  was  m.'t  until  the  reign  of  I'.-arnmitiiduis  that  the 
Greeks  and  oth.^r  foreign  nations  \vere  freely  admitted  n[ion  their  ci.ia>ls. 
From  ill!-,  time  the  intercourse  b''lween  those  nation- was  increa-ed,  and 
the  Greeks  gradually  derived  all  the  profound  learning  and  mysteries  of 
tlie  Egyjjtian  [jriests,  which  contributed  to  raise  them  to  an  envied 
degree  of  excellence  in  many  brancdices  of  the  jiolite  arts. 

The  Egyptians  have  been  deservedly  reiiov.ned   for  ihe  early  cultiva- 
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tii)n  of  e\-ery  kind  of  Icnriiing  that  cau  contrihuie  to  tlic  ornament  or 
felicity  of  liuiuaii  iialurr;  they  wne  thi'  first  wlio  in.-(itulcd  a  reguhu' 
sys'oni  of  civil  ).oli;y  ;  they  were  {nirtieiUarly  attentive  to  the  echiration 
of  11i(Mr  yi.iiit]i,  ami  a]ijK'ar  to  liave  been  well  ae(iuaiiited  v,ith  the  I'orce 
of  that  exeellent  maxim  of  the  great  Lord  Verulaiii,  "that,  instead  of 
beinp:  so  attentive  to  multiply  laws,  we  should  be  more  careful  of  educa- 
tion," which  would  be  a  law  of  itself  that  will  operate  not  only  to  restrain 
us  from  the  violation  of  evoy  moral  and  religious  oblig.'itiou,  but  like- 
Vt-ise  to  aniuuiie  us  with  a  virtuous  emulation  to  do  good. 

r>v  this  peoi)le  the  iirst  tcuiples  were  creeled  in  honor  of  their  gods, 
and  for  the  i^rfonnance  of  worship;  and  priests  were  ajipointed  to 
Ijresitle  over  the  sacrifices  which  were  made  nj)on  the  ajjpearance  of 
every  new  moon,  and  other  set  times  and  seasons;  this  made  it  necessary 
for  them  to  observe  tbc  lap.-es  of  time,  with  the  changes  of  the  phases  of 
the  planets,  and  the  recurrence  of  cclii-ses,  which  by  degrees  became 
impioved  into  that  suldime  science  astionomy,  which  v.'as  greatly  culti- 
vated by  the  l]gyptian  priests,  as  ajijicars  by  tlic  series  of  observations 
whieli  were  jM-eservcvl  liy  them. 

Jt  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  so  curious  and  ju-ying  a  j)eople  slioald 
invent,  as  an  auxiliary  to  their  I'ccollection,  iho-e  characters  v.'hich  are 
called  hieroglyi)hics.  It  is  an  art  of  tlnit  obvious  use,  and  so  necessary 
to  mankind,  that  there  ha.s  not  been  any  u.ation  discovered  but  v,-hat 
httve  had  some  similar  contrivance  :  the  Mexicans  and  Peruvians  bad 
their  paintings  and  >ynibo]s  ;  the  Xoi'th  Americans  their  belts  of  wam- 
pum; and  the  Chinese  their  characlL-rs,  which  ^vcre  incnaseiJ  to  answer 
every  v,()rd  in  that  cojuons  language,  and  are  said  to  amount  to  eighty 
thousand.  But  when  we  con.-idcr  the  sim[)!iciiy  and  [lovver  of  the  aljdia- 
bet  for  those  ]ie(jj>k'  with  v,dioin  it  originated,  it  mu>t  have  been  the  result 
of  thi-  dfCpest  retleetion  and  the  greatest  eflbrt  of  gi'iiius  to  invent  a  few 
articulations  which  are  capable  of  an  almost  endless  courbination.  The 
difliculty  arising  \\*>\a  the  use  of  the  hieroglyphics  to  record  the  astro- 
nomical observations,  and  the  inconvenience  of  burdening  the  )neniory 
with  such  an  infinite  number  of  chai-acters  probably  .suggested  the  in- 
vmtiem  of  letters,  whidi,  I  have  before  ob.-erved,  is  attributed  to  the 
Egyptian  Ileiincs.  ^\■hen  the  alphabet  was  first  introduced  into  Greece 
by  Ca.dmus  it  coii-i,~ted  of  but  filtuen  letters;  eight  others  were  after- 
wards added  by  the  Greeks. 

The  Egyptian  juiests  beting  first  possessed  of  the  knowledge  of 
tlieir  hi',  roglyphirs,  and  aftervv'ards  of  letter.-,  all  the  records  of  the 
nation  weie  comniitted  to  tljcir  care,  whicli  gave  them  an  infinite  advan- 
tage over  the  re.-t  u[  the  iicojile,  which  they  iuiproved  to  establish  their 
influtJice,  so  a-,  to  confine  all  the  learning  of  those  times  to  their  own 
order;  and  they  became  so  famous  for  their  pirofessional  skill  in  the 
.sciences,  that  it  is  mentioned  to  the  honor  of  Moses  that  he  was  learned 
in  all  the  knov.dedge  of  the  Egyptians. 
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The  doctrines  of  tli>'  inimortMlity  of  llio  soul,  of  futuio  vewnril-;  Miitl 
punislimonts,  and  of  a  l^nividencr  wiif  first  (auiilil.  liy  thoni.  If  llicse 
doctrines  ^Yere  crafiily  fmiidcditi  eivil  ]-.(iliey,  it  discovers  tlie  perfection 
to  uhicli  they  had  brought  tlic  art  of  government;  but  if,  on  tlie  con- 
trary, they  were  tlic  lionest  ojunions  of  those  priests,  derived  from  phys- 
ical observations  and  metaphysical  inquiries,  it  shows  the  near  relation 
there  is  between  the  relii^ion  of  nature  and  a  well-;nithentieatcd  reve- 
lation. 

Besides  this  kind  of  knowledge,  they  made  great  progress  in  geometry, 
which  the  annual  overflow  ings  of  the  Xile  had  given  rise  to.  They  had 
likewise  cultivated  that  delightful  art,  chemistry,  which  inclined  them 
to  natural  magic,  as  astronomy  had  done  to  astrology,  the  spurious  oft'- 
spring  of  true  science  ;  the  meclianic  and  polite  arts,  such  as  architecture, 
sculpture,  and  ]iainting,  were  considerably  imj)roved  by  them,  .as  maybe 
seen  in  those  durable  monuments  of  their  jiovrcr  and  anti'juily,  the 
pyramids;  likewise  in  that  famous  building  called  the  Labyrinth,  in 
which  the  great  assembly  of  the  nation  used  to  meet,  aiid  in  their  canals 
and  other  remains  of  ilieir  public  works. 

But  as  these  people  h;id  little  intercourse  with  other  2K;tions,  their 
manners  were  not  contaminated  by  the  iniluence  of  foreigners ;  and 
although  their  jninccs  were  infected  by  that  spirit  of  arrogance  and 
presumptuous  vanity  which  was  characteristic  of  that  era,  and  which  is 
almost  inseparable  from  a  station  so  elevated  and  independent. 

Yet  it  was  not  until  after  this  time  that  the  Egyptians  arrived  at  the 
degree  of  voluptuousness  tlie  rhrenicians  introduced  into  that  country 
when  it  was  conquered  by  Alexander  tlie  Great,  and  which  was  imi>roved 
to  siu-h  a  jdtch  of  extravagance  by  tlie  refinements  of  Anthony  and 
Cleopatra,  as  made  them  uo  less  singular  for  their  wanton  excesses  while 
living,  thau  remarkable  for  the  tragic  manner  of  their  deaths.  Such 
was  the  state  of  literature  and  the  arts,  and  such  were  the  manners  of 
this  nation  v/hen  the  Greeks  were  first  admitted  to  an  intercourse  with 
them.  Before  this  period  the  several  cjlonies  v/hich  had  been  formed 
in  dijierent  parts  of  Greece,  iind  on  other  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean, 
remained  in  a  very  barbarous  state,- — a  set  of  freeliooters,  without  any 
order  or  government,  and  they  are  only  known  at  this  time  fir  their 
rapine  and  acts  of  violence.  Fortunately  for  their  characters,  the  dis- 
grace and  ignominy  attending  their  acts  of  l>arbaroiis  ferocity  have  been 
consigned  to  oblivion  for  want  of  letters  to  convey  them  to  later  ])eriod^, 
liencc  the  accounts  of  their  early  tran-.actions  are  mostly  iV.buUaH.  'J  heir 
'  piratical  course  of  life  j^roduced  a  martial  and  enterprising  sjiiiit,  wiiicli 
contiiuied  and  formed  a  ])art  of  their  national  character  until  they  had 
fiui.-died  the  natural  curse  of  .-dl  jioliti.  al  s(jcietii's  in  their  sulijugation. 
There  is  a  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  tiuie  vdien  tlie  lirst  colonies  were 
establi-hed  in  Greece.  Ccrops  is  said  to  have  l)rought  one  from  l-'gypt 
into  Attica  so  early  a-  the  year  155G  befori'  the  nativity.     Athens  was 
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/oumloil  twenty  yoars  after,  Spixrta  about  tlic  ^aiiie  tluie  l>y  Lacei.l;einoii, 
aiul,  half  a  eentury  later,  C'or'uith  by  Si.-yjiliu.-? ;  but  those  cvenl.^  are  too 
remole  to  bo  Iraeod  baek  v,"ith  any  degree  of  nreei-ion. 

The  next  important  event  in  tlie  series  of  tlieir  history  was  the  insli- 
tiition  of  the  Olympian  games  by  Pelops,  wliieh  afterwards  came  under 
such  excellent  regulations  tliai  ihey  had  a  very  extensive  influence  on 
the  manners  of  the  people,  and  was  the  foundation  of  an  era  by  v.-hieh 
they  compuled  the  date  oi'  every  hi>torieal  event. 

I'oetry,  nuisie,  and  every  production  of  the  fancy  or  imaginalion  have 
always  preeeded  the  more  claboi-ate  branches  of  litiTaiinc,  and  we  ai'C 
informed  tliat  these  were  introduced  amongst  the  Greeks  by  Orpheus, 
from  Egypt,  some  time  after  the  institution  of  the  Olympic  ganK=s;  and 
it  is  well  known  that  the  native  Indians  of  America  had  some  instru- 
ments on  '»vldch  they  ptrfdrmcd  their  rude  and  unharmonions  coirq^o- 
sitions  v/hen  tliey  were  lirst  discovered, — for  whatever  indulge.-^  the  sloth- 
i'ul  habits  and  scnsiuil  inclinations  of  uncultivated  luitiire,  that  jirovokes 
to  \oluptuuusuess  and  gives  a  new  relish  to  thu-e  plt'a.-ures  v,-l;icli  liad 
become  indllVerent  by  rejietiiion,  could  not  fail  to  be  passionately 
embraced,  although  tliey  di>l  not  possess  the  p^jweiful  and  fascinating 
charms  of  nair^ic;  hence  fable  metajihorically  informs  us  with  what 
raptures  it  was  received  by  the  Greeks,— that  a  divine  energy  was 
attributed  to  Orpheus's  lyre,  and  stones  and  trees  were  animated  by  the 
magic  sounds. 

The  great  man  took  those  virtuous  advantages  whicli  the  power  of 
mu--ic  gave  him,  to  convey  in.-lructivc  aiid  useful  le.-sons  upon  religious, 
civil,  and  moral  subjects,  in  so  forceful  and  insinuating  a  manner  as  to 
soften  the  minds  and  v/in  the  alTections  of  this  barbarous  people,  and 
thereby  inclined  tlicm  to  a  change  of  manners  and  a  dispo^itio:l  to 
submit  to  government. 

After  Orpheus,  Musajus,  and  Linus  had  returned  from  Egy])t,  the 
Grecians  entertained  the  highest  veneration  for  Egy]'tian  literature, 
whicli  led  many  of  tlieir  most  distinguished  characters  to  travel  into 
that  Country,  to  be  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  Egyptians  and  to 
acquire  the  profound  learning  of  their  priests. 

That  very  ancient  and  eminent  legislator  Lycurgus  derived  his  knowl- 
edge of  civil  policy  from  that  source,  which  he  so  happily  accommodated 
to  tiie  temper  of  ihe  Lacedemonians,  that  it  continued  in  force  for  several 
centuries.  This  adniirabic  man  first  brought  Homer's  works  out  of  Asia,' 
and  made  his  coantrymen  adjuainted  v.'ith  their  valiie. 

Erom  this  period  for  three  hundred  years  wc  liave  no  account  of  any 
remarkable  discovery  or  invention  in  arts  or  sciciuje  ;  yei  we  tr.'ice  ni  the 
Jiistory  of  the  people  a  gradual  advance  in  civilization,  'i'he  knowledge 
of  religion,  v.diicli  had  been  introduced  amongst  them  by  Orj)heus,  pro- 
duced a  great  veneration   for  their  guils,  and  they  v.ere  Jio  ]e>s  remark- 
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jiblo  for  {]\v\v  I'icly  than  llieir  justice  and  love  fur  tlieir  country,  which 
fioquoiitly  aiiiniat<-cl  them  to  fuch  acts  of  nKi;2na!iiinity  that  tiiis  series 
of  tlu'ir  liistiii-y  is  callcl  by  tlio  name  <o\'  the  In  i-'dr  t'tiar^,  to  (iistir.i:ui.-.h 
it  from  all  others. 

As  science  ni-ailiially  advaneed  many  iic-rsons  devoted  tliemsclvcs  to 
acquire  it  w  ith  an  enthusiastic  jnission  ;  of  llie-e  there  were  seven  wlio 
attained  to  such  a  dep;i-ee  ^'i  eminence  as  to  liave  the  title  of  v:l<i:  cm- 
fcired  u])oii  tliem.  'J'Jiales  •.^'i  ^rileUis  was  t1ie  lu>t  of  tiiese,  and  it  was 
given  to  him  most  deservedly,  botli  for  lii?  moral  rectitude  and  sjieen- 
l;Ui\e  learning.  He  was  not  only  skilled  in  such  parts  of  geometry  a.^ 
wore  then  known,  but  is  said  to  have  invented  several  new  problems;  he 
was  the  first  Grecian  who  made  inquiry  after  natural  causes;  observed 
that  iron  v\-as  attracted  by  the  ruagnet,  and  that  andier  would  acquire  the 
t^ame  povrer  over  straw  and  other  light  bodies  by  attriti(;n.  Tlie  dis- 
covery of  bodies  jiossessed  of  such  rare  qualities,  and  extraoi-dinary 
powers  raisc'l  such  a  veiieration  for  them,  that  he  ;;upj)Osed  them  to  bo 
animated  and  influenced  by  a  spirit.  It  lias  been  a  happy  circumstance 
for  mankind  that  all  the  singular  properties  of  magnetism  and  clectrJcily 
were  not  disclosed  until  more  liberal  iirineitiles  v;cre  established,  v,-hich 
secures  us  from  those  impositions  and  terrors  which  a  partial  kno'.vledge 
of  such  secrets  might  produce. 

It  was  this  sagacious  jierson  who  first  jiredicted  an  eclii)se  of  tlie  sun, 
and  ascertained  the  number  of  days  there  arc  in  a  year.  Jle  observed 
the  quantity  of  the  sun's  greatest  declination,  and  its  apparent  diameter, 
and  wa,>5  acquainted  with  the  sjdierical  figure  of  the  earth. 

Thales  vi'as  sncceedeJ  by  ]^ylhagf)ras,  who  v.-as  his  jnipil  in  bis  early 
youth  ;  but  by  the  force  of  an  amaziiig  genius,  the  most  unwearied  aj)- 
plication  and  invincible  perseverance  in  his  pursuit  after  knowledge,  he 
made  sucli  attainments  as  to  be  deservedly  considered  as  the  ['j-iiice 
amongst  the  ancient  sages  ;  and  he  received  such  distinguished  marks 
of  respect  from  Jiis  scliolars  that  they  used  to  swear  by  his  name;  and 
not  only  his  disciples,  but  Thales,  and  those  of  bis  predecessor.-^  who 
])ossessed  the  same  ojiinions,  took  their  name  iVom  liim,  and  vrere  called 
Pythagoreans.  In  imitatiiju  of  his  master  Thales,  he  likevise  travelled 
into  Egypt,  where  he  got  admission  into  all  the  secret  learning  of  th.ir 
priests;  from  thence  he  was  taken  into  Persia,  where  he  lived  with  the 
most  excellent  amongst  the  Chaldeans  and  tlie  niagi,  who  instructed 
him  in  the  most  sublime  {'arts  (if  their  religion  ;  there  he  improved  his 
knowledge  of  music,  arithmetic,  and  other  nia.themalical  science-.  My 
the  Chaldeans  he  was  ])articularly  instructed  in  the  ]>rineiples  (n  llu- 
universe,  and  it  is  as-erted  that  he  conversed  with  Jlzekiel  the  |>ropiiet, 
and  other  Hebrew.-,  from  whom  he  obtained  a  pari  of  his  learning. 

Upon  his  return  to  .^amos,  the  pdace  of  his  nativity,  he  erected  a 
school,  and  biesides  some  whimsical  ceremonies  and.  religious  opinions 
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which  ]iC  established,  lie  taught  that  I'liiul  d  useful  learnini:,-  lie  had  t^o 
laboriously  acquired. 

'J\i  him  are  we  iiuleVilctl  for  the  true  system  of  the  universe,  which 
places  the  sun  in  the  centre  and  the  earlh  in  the  planetary  chorus,  and 
which  lias  been  revived  in  modern  times  by  Copernicus  to  his  immortal 
honor.  The  natural  consequence  of  this  .system  is  that  this  earth  is  not 
an  extended  plain,  which  not  only  refuled  those  idle  fables  invented  by 
the  poets  and  received  for  tacts,  that  the  stars  descended  into  the  ocean 
to  cool  tliemselves  from  the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun,  but  eoiUrihutcd 
to  introduce  a  more  perfect  system  of  geography  ami  astronomy. 

In  the  oration  delivered  before  this  society,  by  our  learned  and  in- 
genious Vice-President,  ]\Ir.  llittenhouse,  he  began  his  instructive  and 
elegant  hictory  of  astronomy  aboiU'  this  time  ;  this  makes  it  unnecessary 
to  dwell  any  further  upon  that  branch  of  science.  Frum  this  ])crioel 
until  the  days  of  Aristotle,  there  was  no  capital  invention  or  discovery 
made  amongst  the  (Trecians,  although,  in  this  space  of  time,  they  were 
remarkable  for  having  extended  all  tlie  branches  of  judite  lircrature  and 
the  fine  arts  to  the  iiighest  pitch  of  eminence ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
fertile  and  redundant  genius  of  Aristotle  and  the  multiplicity  of  hi.s 
writings,  he  has  contributed  but  little  to  our  stock  of  useful  knowledge, 
except  by  his  improvements  in  logic.  However,  we  have  been  made 
rich  amends  by  this  intermission,  by  that  excellent  geometrician,  Euclid, 
who  was  some  time  al^ter  Aristotle.  The  elements  of  geometry  which 
he  composed  contain  all  that  kind  of  learning  which  had  been  invented 
and  preserved  to  his  tiuie,  and  afford  clear  and  infallible  rules  for  the 
investigation  of  the  mo-t  knotty  and  entangled  subject  with  certainty; 
his  propositions  are  judiciously  arranged,  so  as  to  lead  l>y  a  projier  gra- 
dation from  the  most  simple  case  where  truth  is  to  bo  sought  and  sepa- 
rated from  error  through  mruiy  more  ditiicult  and  jicrplexcd  ;  his  defi- 
nitions are  jilain  and  concise;  his  axioms  natural,  certain  and  satisfactory, 
and  the  lemmas  drawn  from  them  are  judicious  and  corroborating, — in 
short,  this  is  not  only  the  n.iost  ancient  treatise  on  this  subject,  but  the 
most  perfect  that  has  ever  been  written  ;  and  it  is  probable  tlnit  we  are 
indebted  to  this  science  for  the  logical  and  correct  metliod  of  reasoning 
by  syllogisms  which  are  retained  in  use  in  the  schools  to  this  day. 

This  penetrating  genius  likewise  wrote  upon  the  nature  and  properties 
of  the  conic  sections,  a  subject  of  so  intricate  a  nature,  and  so  barren 
of  every  obvious  use,  that  we  cannot  comprehend  the  motives  which 
induced  this  great  man  and  other  ancient  geometers  to  devote  their 
attention,  with  such  a  ))as~ion  and  unwearied  application  as  tiiey  did, 
in  their  pursuit  after  that  kind  of  learning.  For,  notwith.-.tanding  the 
amazing  usefulness  of  the  conic  sections  to  succeeding  generations  to 
deduce  a  true  system  of  pltysics,  yet  they  could  not  have  had  the  most 
remote  idea  of  their  value;  and  v,e  can   only  consider  then,  as  jiassive 
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ngeiits  in  the  hands  of  the  Deity,  who  were  protlisposed  to  oollect 
materials  Ibr  t-he  gi\uul  tahric  of  the  Newtonian  .-wtiMn. 

I'esides  tlicsc  chiborate  perfornianees,  this  jirolnnnd  -enius  wrote  a 
treatise  upon  oi)tie.s;  ni\d  about  this  time  that  celebrated  meclumieian 
and  geometer,  Arcliimcde.s  of  Syracuse,  treated  upon  liydraulic?  and  tlie 
mechanic  powers;  he  likewise  conslrueted  a  rnost  curious  machine  to 
represent  the  motions  of  the  ])la!iet3. 

TJiis  was  the  state  of  literature  anion;^:st  the  Orecian  reiiublies  when 
they  were  subdued  by  the  PLomans,  then  in  the  /.enilh  of  power  and 
military  reputation.  There  they  only  studied,  and  by  a  sidid  and  just  taste 
improved  the  learning  which  they  had  derived  from  ihe  Greelcs.  No 
important  addition  was  made  thereto  except  by  Pliny  and  Claudius 
Ptolemy;  the  former  ajiplied  himself  \o  the  study  of  nature,  and  was 
sacrificed  by  too  eager  a  pursuit  after  knowledge  a^,  he  was  exi>loriiig  an 
eru]ition  of  ]\lount  Vesuvius.  Having  ajiproaehed  too  near,  he  was 
overwhelmed  by  a  shower  of  burning  eiiuJers.  Tiie  latter,  wlio  was  his 
contem]iorary,  rejeeti-d  the  system  of  tlie  universe  invented  l)y  Pythag- 
oras, and  formed  one  on  the  supposition  that  tlie  earth  is  at  rest  in  the 
centre;  and  that  the  sun,  planets,  and  all  the  fixed  stars  revolved  around 
it  daily,  which  lie  explained  by  iiieans  of  various  cycles  and  e]ucyc]es, 
so  a-  to  establi-h  it  in  jireference  to  the  luoi'e  simple  one  of  his  prede- 
cessors, and  it  was  denominated  the  Pudemeaji  system,  after  him.  TJiis 
person  was  asagacinus  uiathematician  and  an  able  geographer;  he  iirst 
applied  parallels  and  meridians  to  maps ;  and  considering  the  state  of 
navigation  in  his  time,  we  cannot  but  admire  his  extensive  knowledgeof 
cosmogra])hy.  Jle  wrote  the  first  treatise  upon  trigonometry,  and  some 
other  ]<ieces  v.diich  were  a  valuable  acquisition  to  science. 

If  we  consider  the  gradual  and  successive  manner  in  wliich  art  and 
invention  followed  each  other,  we  may  conclude  that  the  aricients  were 
on  the  eve  of  making  those  incomparable  discoveries  which  were  re- 
served to  honor  and  adorn  these  modern  times,  when  tljat  very  affect- 
ing event  occurred, — the  laying  wa^te  the  v.hole  Poman  en^ipire  by  the 
irru])tion  of  the  Nortliern  nations  under  Alarie,  and  ultimalely  by  tlie 
famous  Attila,  who  acquired,  by  the  ravages  and  desedation  which  lie 
liad  made,  the  title  of  The  Scourge  of  God.  This  involved  the  Western 
world  in  universal  barbarism,  which  was  afterwards  extended  through 
all  the  East  by  tlie  Saracens  under  the  furious  fanatic  and  impost(jr, 
Mohammed,  and  at  (uice  reduced  mankind  into  the  same  degree  of  igno- 
rance of  useful  literature  in  which  tliey  were  a  thousand  years  belbre. 
Put  at  the  same  time  that  we  are  oldiged  to  mention  this  circumstajice, 
i-.o  unfavorable  to  the  re])Utation  of  the  Saracen,-,  from  a  regard  to  truth, 
and  to  preserve  a  due  connection  in  this  jierformance,  yet,  when  we  con- 
sider that  their  successors  first  collected,  from  amongst  the  Greeks,  the 
remains  of  ancient  literature  wliicli  had  escaped  the  general  desolation, 
it  obliterates  the  unfavorable  imj^ression  tlieir  ravages  had  made. 
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It  wii-^  in  llu'  yo;ir  o\'  the  Calipli  Almamouu  that  an  rtdVetidu  for 
loaniiiiK  iH'-aii  aiMOii-^t  (he  Sararens  ;  and  this  caliph  was  the  friend 
and  jnitron  of  liarnin-  and  learned  men.  Jle  spared  no  eoM  in  pruenre 
translativins  of  the  wrilintrs  of  the  Greeks  upon  nialheniaties,  pliiU»op!iy, 
and  other  l.ianehes  of  ^^eienee,  whieh  wnc  in  a  short  time  so  generally 
dillUscd  over  that  empire  that  the  in'o-ress  of  learnin-c  amon-.l  them 
was  no  less  rapid  and  wond.erful  than  tlial  of  their  arm-^.  Fynu\  AiViea 
they  transferred  it  to  their  brethren  iii  Spjain,  wliere  they  fotuulcd  several 
uniVer.-ities;  and  we  are  not  only  indebted  to  them  for  reviving  matlie- 
maties,  a-tronomy,  ehemistry,  physie,  and  the  philosophy  of  Aristotle, 
but  they  likewise"  introduced  the  Indian  figures  ealled  tlie  Xinc  Digits, 
and  invented  that  valuable  braneh  of  science,  Algebra. 

'J'he  philosopihv  of  Ari.^totle  held  forth  so  much  of  the  pageantry  of 
science,  was  so  fii  to  gratil\  a  pedantic  vanity,  and  gave  such  advantage 
to  the  litigious  di.-ciples  of  that  subtile  pliilosophcr,  that  it  vas  better 
calculated  to  eaptivate  the  ignorant  and  incline  them  Lu  slu.'ly,  tha.n  the 
simple  though  more  important  facts  whicli  the  true  philosoi>hy  teaches. 
This  occasioned  the  system  of  learning  introduced  by  the-e  Arabian 
Moors  to  be  propagated  through  all  Europe,  v/here  it  had  an  invincible 
dominion  for  several  centuries. 

From  that  time  till  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century  will  be  distin- 
ruished  as  the  most  memorable  era  for  u.-eful  inventions  and  discoveries. 
The  great  variety  of  the  secrets  of  nature  which  chemistry  had  laid  ojien 
to  its'^devotces  produced  that  credulous  '■■et  of  enthusiasts,  the  Alchem- 
ists, who  tortured  every  subject  of  nature  in  all  the  ways  of  resolution 
and  composition,  with  their  vain  and  extravagant  hopes;  but  at  the 
same  time  that  they  failed  in  their  researches  after  the  universal  men- 
struum and  perpetual  elixir,  they  advanced  the  knowledge  of  nature, 
and  have  been  chicily  in-^trumcntal  in  establishing  a  true  system  of 
physics.  It  is  t<..  their  labors  that  we  are  beholden  for  many  valuable 
compositions— the  foundation  of  u.cful  arts,  as  well  as  that  poweitul^ 
prej^aration,  gunpowder,  which  has  transformed  the  ancient  method  ot 
war,  and  abided  to  the  security  of  the  weak. 

•  Abotii  the  middle  of  this  century  that  grand  and  capital  invention 
was  made,  which  f  .rms  one  of  the  principal  epochs  in  the  progress  of 
science,  that  is  Tin:  Aur  of  ritixTiNi;.  Tlie  dilficuliy  of  dilfu.ing 
knowledge,  even  after  writing  was  in  use,  is  evident,  as  the  labor  of 
making  copies  would  confine  the  use  of  books  too  much  to  the  powerlul 
andoiTulent;  this  made  too  great  an  iiieriuality  among  mankind,— be- 
tween tho>.e  whose  minds  were  irradiated  by  ev.ry  kind  of  useful  knowl- 
edge, and  those  wh<.,  unfortunately,  were  denied  by  their  jR-nury  all 
access  to  those  fountairr-^  of  learning;  a  circumstance  alway-:  unlavorable 
to  general  liappine-.,  to  liberty,  and  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  On 
the  contrary,  the  facility  with  wliicli  copies  were  multiplied  by  the  press, 
and  books  distributed  among.st  all  ranks  of  people,  lias  made  every  in- 
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vciiti'iii  of  ml,  or  iin{>rovoinoiit  ol'  scienco,  as  universal  as  the  influence 
of  tin'  sun.  In  s!u)ri,fhis  ail  is  ol'a  perloct  reiuiblican  nature;  without 
respeel  oi"  jicr.sons,  it  difi'iises  its  benerits  alil%e  to  all. 

Tlie  art  of  priiitini::;  liad  its  rise  among-t  that  learned  and  inL^'nious 
nation,  llie  Germans,  as  we!!  as  some  oUier  Yalual:)le  aits  and  in.-iitulion^' 
whieli  have  contributed  jrrcatly  to  improve  our  felicity,  and  to  retlne 
our  manner.?.  Jolm  Fust,  or  Faust,  of  [Mentz,  in  Germany,  lias  llic 
reputation  (jf  bein;:  tlie  autlior  of  this  invention,  about  the  year  14o0 ; 
i'rom  this  time  forward  every  kind  of  linman  literature  wliich  had  been 
previously  eultivaied,  became  more  generally  dil!'u~ed,  and  :dl  tlie  reiriains 
of  aneiLut  knowledge  ex]dorcd.  Science  uo  longer  rn.i;t  on  by  slow 
advances,  imjiroveirient  llasjied  n]"ion  imiirovenKoit,  and  one  ingi-nions 
invention  succeeded  anollier  with  such  ra]Mdity,  that  greater  progress 
was  made  in  one  age  tliau  had  been  bef'ne  fruni  the  foundation  of  the 
world. 

Aftci'  tiiis  facile  metliod  of  con\'c_w!ig  iri-irudioii  v/as  iiitinduccd,  and 
nianliind  ]nit  into  a  eaii.-icity  for  inheriting  the  wi.->di)in  and  inventions 
of  preceding  ages,  with  tlie  agreeable  change  it  had  made  in  their  situ- 
ation on  these  regions  of  the  earth,  as  if  tlie  great  parent  of  ihe  uni- 
verse had  intended  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  utility,  and  alibrd  a  more 
extensive  scope  for  the  powers  of  the  press, — and  that  the  lienefits 
arising  from  this  truly  valuable  part  might  encircle  all  tliis  globe;  it 
was  succeeded  by  ilie  apjdicatiuii  of  the  magnetic  needle  to  liauLical 
purposes. 

I  liave  already  mentioned  the  early  discovery  of  llie  :ittiaetive  quality 
of  the  loadstone  towards  iron,  but  the  directive  power  was  unknown  in 
Europe  until  the  year  ]2h'\  when  it  v,as  said  by  some  that  [Marco  I'olo, 
of  Venice,  brought  the  knowdedge  thereof  fnnn  China.  Utliers  again 
attribute  the  di-eovery  to  Flavin  Gioia,  a  Neapolitan,  about  the  year 
1302  ;  but  it  was  not  appliC';!  to  the  use  of  mariners  until  at''tcr  i!ie  art  of 
printing  was  invented,  in  tlie  latter  part  of  tlie  fifteenth  century. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Chinese  have  a  reasonable  jjretension  to  this 
noble  discovery,-'  and  the  account  given  by  Duhalde,  of  the  veneration 
they  jiay  it,  shows  the  liigh  o]Mnion  tliey  entertained  of  its  value. 

Previou.^  to  the  use  of  the  mariner's  compass,  the  roriuguese  had 

1  Tu  ^:ive  a  detail  of  all  th';  impruvtments  in  v,:U  and  sciences  for  which  mrtiikiad 
nre  iivlchtea  to  this  iiiUir.u  v.ouhi  fiir  exceed  the  bounds  of  an  oration.  It  is  sviihciL-nt 
to  ob.-erv'j,  thai  they  wort-  the  f  .remost  and  ino-St  =ucccs.-ful  in  an  early  er.Uivatioii  of 
useful  knowledge  ;  and  ii  i-  to  tiie  penetration,  virtuous  integrity,  and  nnd.-nuited  spirit 
and  zeal  for  true  gospel  liberty,  wliieh  inspired  tlie  lirst  reformers  ainon„'-l  them,  that 
our  Blinds  and  consciences  are  emancipated  from  the  in(;st  intolerable  tyranny. 

s  Duhalde  say .s  th.at  the  Chinese  had  a  .sort  of  mariner's  couipas.s  which  ihoy  placeil 
upon  a  bed  of  sand,  not  only  that  it  might  be  si^l't,  hut  In  preserve  it  IVoni  tlie  sliocks  of 
the  vessel,  the  agitation  of  v.  hich  every  now  aiid  then  destroyed  the  eqnilibrinui  '<!  iiic 
needle.  'J'hey  likewise  contaitiod  pastilles  for  ■perfnincs,  which  iliey  barni  incessuiuiy  ; 
this  is  not  the  only  trait  whicli  the  Chinese  superstition  bestov,<  <hi  the>e  cojiii);i^-,c>, 
wliich  tiiey  h>ok  Upon  as  Certain  guides  in  their  voyages,  for  iheii  hliiidicss  is.^ne.x- 
ceedin.:.'  ;;n:'at  as  ti;  o;ler  lhc;.i  burnt  .^aciitiee^. 
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explored  i\  consideralile  jiart  of  the  weslern  coast  of  Africa,  by  'keeping 
near  the  sliore  ;  but  cnterprisitiL:;  and  experienced  as  this  luifioii  \sas  in 
tlie  art  of  navigation,  they  were  caution-;  how  tliey  ventured  out  ofsiglit 
of  l;im].  'J'o  launch  far  into  tlu^  ocean  would  have  been  an  act  of 
temerity  that  invited  cei-'ain  destruction;  Itut  alter  the  coinp.ass  liad 
been  made  use  of  by  navigators,  and  they  found  tJKit  the  certainty  of 
its  direction  might  safely  be  relied  on,  they  ventured  boldly  into  the 
main. 

At  this  jieriod  ]\'ovidenee  liad  raised  up  for  the  jnirpose  of  ojicidng  a 
coiuiiiunicaiion  Ijetween  the  (dd  and  new  world,  tiuit  adventurous  navi- 
gator, Chrh-topher  Columbus.  This  great  man  v.-as  anluuitcd  to  pursue 
the  discovery  with  an  ardor  equal  to  enthu.-iasm,  ami  a  confidence  bor- 
deiing  upon  inspiration.  He  was  endowed  with  a  iieculiar  sagacity  of 
mind,  v,l:ich  pervaded  the  ignon-jico,  the  errors,  and  prijudiccs  of  those 
times  respecting  geography.  By  consulting  historical  records,  attend- 
ing to  the  narration  of  voyagers,  and  from  hi^  o^\n  obsei\atioir<,  lie  was 
convinced  that  there  was  either  another  continent  or  a  more  direct  pas- 
sage by  sea  to  the  East  Indies. 

The  persevering  obstinacy  with  wliich  he  solicited  the  kings  of  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  England  to  cujploy  him  ia  the  discovery  was  a  presage 
of  liis  success;  and  b}-  his  cxmduct  duiing  that  long  voyage  of  impatient 
o-xpcctation,  iie  liad  no  less  opportunity  to  show  an  assemblage  of  lieroic 
virtues.  A  liatttral  sedateness  and  gravity  did  not  overcome  a  cheerful 
allability,  and  a  meekness  of  temper  was  happily  blended  with  the  most 
invincible  courage;  in  short,  he  was  magnanimous  without  ostentation, 
intrcjiid  but  not  ra.-h,  had  firmness  of  mind  without  any  obduracy  of 
lieart,  and  a  capacity  to  improve  the  ]dienomena  of  mUure,  to  preserve 
the  obedience,  and  to  maintain  tlie  contidence  of  a  despairing  and  muti- 
nous crew.  To  do  ju.^tice  to  so  exalted  a  character  by  deseri])tion  is 
difiicuU,  and  for  a  comparison  we  liavc  not  his  parallel.  For  Caesar  to 
pass  the  Piubicon  and  decide  the  fate  of  empire,  or  for  Alexander  to 
attempt  the  conquest  of  the  rude  ami  elTeminate  iiations  of  the  East, 
required  souls  of  a  desperate  texture.  lUit,  on  the  one  hand,  their  dan- 
gers might  be  foreseen,  and  their  chance  of  success  e.-tinuited,  with  the 
])0wer,  wealth,  and  illusive  fame  they  would  enjoy,  to  sjiur  tliem  on  to 
their  extravagant  attempts;  and.  on  the  other  hand,  while  .-chemes  of 
conquest  intoxicated  their  brains  and  petrified  their  hearts,  they  were 
insensible  to  the  miseries  they  produced,  and  the  odium  and  just  abhor- 
rence their  wild  aiubition  would  create. 

Put  in  this  case  of  Coltindjus  there  were  strange  climes,  with  great 
and  uncertain  vieis.-itcde  of  seasons  to  encounter;  an  unexplored  and 
tremendous  ocean  (d"  an  unkiiov/n  extent  lo  cro-s,  with  all  the  fabulous 
tales  which  the  most  fertile  mind  could  invent,  or  the  greatest  credulity 
.swallow,  to  deter  liim  horn  the  glorious  enterprise  ;  but  the  object  was 
of  that  magnitude,  the  glory  so  solid  and    permanent,  the  motives  so 
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Tiolile  aii'l  boiiev!>!en(,  niui  ^;u\•.^-s  was  l'rau!i:lit  with  :^ucli  extcii<ivo  and 
lia[>j)v  c'Ou^oriucMcos,  tlial  like  the  incroasing  iiiipotiis  of  a  falliiii:-  liody, 
liis  niiiul  puinicl  new  lorci.'  by  reiloction  ;  ami  as  I'c  julvancod  on  the 
vovai^-e,  ]n<  cn!!.<iarK'y  wa>  (.■oiiriiiiird.  and  ]\\-<  ar.hn-  inllauuHl,  whicli 
made  everv  ditlicnlty  to  sink  bolore  liini,  and  on  that  fver-mennn  able 
cdoventli  da.y  nl'  Octnbor,  in  tlio  year  of  our  Lord  ]4;>2,  ho  nia<]e  the  first 
discovery  ol'  American  hind. 

To  tlio  maTiner's  compass,  or  tliat  extraordinary  property  wliieh  ihc 
magnetic  no-^dle  is  endowed  witli,  of  pointing  to'.vards  the  poles,  we 
nnisL  attribute  the  acquisition  of  tliis  henii.-phere,— no  less  valuable  to 
the  human  race  tlian  if  a  pa-^age  had  been  gained  tlirough  the  ethereal 
regions  to  another  planet.  Jfere  all  nature  wi,>re  the  face  of  novelty, 
and  the  aninnil,  vegetal>le,  and  mineral  kingdoms  were  so  diversified 
from  the  l-',uropean  continent  lliat  it  opened  a  new  field  for  the  natu- 
ralist, ricli  with  an  infinite  variety  of  the  treasures  of  nature  and  of  the 
works  of  God. 

After  this,  further  discovciies  were  prosecuted  with  great  success, 
and  tliis  globe  circumscribed,  which  demonstrated  the  sjdicrical  figure 
thereof,  agreeable  to  the  conjectures  of  Tliales  above  two  thousand  years 
before. 

From  this  time  all  tlic  habitable  i)arts  of  the  earth  were  visited  in 
some  degree,  wliich  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  survey  all  the  produc- 
tions of  nature,  and  they  becarue  either  the  subjects  of  merchandise,  or 
of  philosoidiic  in.vestigation,  v^-liich  exploded  all  the  idle  conceits  pro- 
duced by  ignorance,  sloth,  or  bigotry,  and  a  sound  i)hilosoi'hy  was  sub- 
stituted in  their  stead,  which  has  its  basis  in  the  sludy  and  analysis  of 
nature. 

Besides  the  art  of  printing  and  the  apjilication  of  the  magnet  to 
nautical  imrposes,  this  century  j.roduced  another  capital  invention,  no 
less  callable  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of  human  knowledge,  or  expanding 
the  mind  so  as  to  afford  a  more  C(jmprehensive  view  of  the  creation,  and 
the  subordinate  and  dependent  state  of  man  ;  that  is,  the  Telkscope. 

The  m-arincr's  compass  having  made  us  acquainted  with  and  put  us 
iu  possession  of  the  concealed  ])arts  of  this  earth  ;  the  telescope,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  extended  our  views  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  brought 
those  remote  objects  wliich  had  bid  defiance  to  the  imperfect  organs  of 
vision  so  near,  that  the  [lerfect  view  it  gave  was  like  a  new  creation. 
We  no  longer  remained  in  suspense  with  res]:iect  to  the  justice  of  the 
Pythagorean  system;  every  aj)pearance  confirmed  tliis  hy]K)thesis  ;  and 
instead  of  contemplating  the  world  as  the  oidy  habitation  of  animated 
beings,  and  tliat  the  sun  and  stars  rose  and  shined  ordy  to  shed  their  kindly 
infiuci'.ce  upon  us,  our  views  bt-came  expaiuled  from  the  limited  scene; 
and  not  only  other  worlds  but  other  suns,  with  other  systems  innumera- 
ble, stretch  their  dit]'u.sed  cycles  thr(jugh  the  wi(h'  ex])anse  of  nidimited 
space.     The  works  oi'  the  Deity  were  no  longer  coidined.     'J'his  world, 
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fornicrlv  so  iiuiM)r(;uit,  \v:i-^  rmUici-'il  on  tin'  enlar^-ed  sc:ilo,  aiid  tlie 
power,  jroodiic.-s,  ami  rlory  of  iho  jrroal  ami  nnir.ip'ilfiit  Cix'ator  \v;is  a 
tlicine  Unit  made  cwrv  ^emiiuon'.al  licarl  to  .-WfU  with  Ii(H:;iii;as  iiiini- 
incrablo. 

Be.-^ide-  tlu-rC  i)io:?t  exfellonl  i!n|>rovcinciiU  of  tlio  nioi!cri!<,  Iho  nii- 
C'ro>coi>t',  nir-|Uiiiip,  and  ]o;;arlthtns  were  eontrivin];  Ou'  Ton  iceriiaii 
vacuum  aiul  the  eloetric  or  Leydeii  phinl  discovered,  fVoni  which  many 
curious  and  useful  deductions  were  made:  but  lime  requires  thai  I 
.should  take  a  review  of  what  lias  been  ad\'anced,  and  come  tn  ;>  con- 
clusion. 

From  tliis  slrel'di  of  the  ]iro;/ress  of  human  knowled^j-e  it  is  evident 
that  all  our  valuable  atlainmeiits  dejiend  upon  u  diliirent  and  close 
ap]dicalion  in  our  ]>ursuit  after  facts,  wliieh  are  j.iainfully  and  labori- 
ously acquired  ;  ttiat  discoveries  have  succeeded  each  other,  by  a  slow 
and  gradual  advancement,  and  that  one  invention  is  linked  in  with  ami 
leads  to  many  oth.ors  which  are  remote  and  unforc-eeu. 

That  in  the  beginniuLr,  the  Deity  inclined  the  first  man  to  thf  study 
of  natural  liistnry,  which  was  improved  by  the  antediluvians  until  ihey 
found  out  metals  from  which  resulted  civilization,  the  mechanic  arts, 
navi<;-atJon,  and  comuK'rce.  Tliat  these  produced  more  refined  impidve- 
mcnts  aud  speculative  knowledi:-e,  sucli  as  govern ir;eiit,  religion,  arith- 
metic, geometry,  a-^tronomy,  mu-^ic,  and  the  use  of  letters.  Aftei'wards 
iuveutions  Avere  j)rfferred,  extended,  and  diffused  ;  an  inquiry  into 
natural  eau.^es  A\as  made,  and  mathematical  learning  cultivated  ;  a 
knowledge  of  optics,  hydraulios,  hydrostatics,  and  the  mechanical  ]io\ver.s 
inquired  after. 

Tliat  in  more  modern  times  algebra  and  chemistry  were  introduced.; 
jirinting,  the  mariner's  com})ass,  the  telescope,  and  the  air-pump  were 
invented;  the  electric  or  Leyden  phial  discovered,  navigation  exteu'led, 
all  natuie  exidored,  and  new  obji-cts  for  philo^opliical  invenllon  pro- 
duced ;  the  lefined  subtilties  and  sophi^-try  of  ancient  philosophy  were 
detected,  the  redumhincies  lopj.i/d  olf,  and  such  j^arts  oidy  retained  as 
open.ed  our  understandings  and  added  to  the  store  of  facts. 

Exjicrimeiits  were  found  to  be  the  touchstone  of  truth,  from  which 
the  true  principles  of  nature  were  to  be  discovered,  and  which,  aciom- 
modateil  to  the  laws  of  motion,  have  hiid  the  foundation  of  the  mecdiaii- 
ical  and  geometrical  philo-oj'hy.  lJem;e  we  liavo  been  taught  to  dii'cct 
our  i/iqiaries  with  uictliod,  and  pnr.-ue  them  with  success;  science  is  no 
longer  "  vainly  so  called  ;"  the  object  i<  truth,  and  the  fruit  haiipiu'^ss. 

This  informed  us  liow  to  begin  our  iu'piiries  at  the  proper  avenue; 
matter,  -which  is  the  ba.sis  of  creation,  wa-  analyzed  to  its  mo~t  .simple 
state,  and  the  obvious  pi'upertivs  thereof  were  noted.  Of  it-elf.  it  was 
found  to  be  perfectly  inert,  subject  to  a  princij'le  of  gravitation,  v,d)ich 
was  reciprocal  and  universal  ;  tliat  it   luid   solidity,  and  was  capable  of 
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cohesion,  cxlon-ioii,  i]ivi>iMlily,  and  moMlity,  umler   various   modifi- 
cations. 

It  was  that  father  of  cxpennKTiial  pliilo-^opliy,  Lord  A^Tulaiii,  who 
exposed  the  vanity  of  aiudont  sophistry.  It  was  lie  that  inforuu'd  \is 
that  one  fact  was  of  more  value  than  an  liumlred  ar-unicnls,  and  rt'eom- 
mendod  the  study  and  analysis  of  nature  so  ably,  that  future  ]diiloso- 
])hers  have  eondni  ted  themselves  by  his  plan  ;  '  particularly  that  diligent 
inquirer  into  the  mysteries  (d'  nature,  the  great  >ir.  ]5i>yle,  as  well  us 
some  noble  urn!  di-.tine;ui>hed  foreiprners.  Ami)ULr-(  tliese  the  learneil 
and  pious  .Monsieur  Pa<eal  was  not  the  lea>t  euiiiieiii  :  he  deinon-traled 
the  cause  of  the  Ttirrieellian  vacuum,  and  explained  the  gravitation  of 
the  air;  likewise  the  u'.ble  Galileo,' who  is  no  le-s  renuirkablo  for  his 
sufferings  for  having  asserted  the  diurnal  motion  of  the  earth.,  than  for 
liuving  fir-t  applied  the  telescojie  Ir,  the  lieavens,  and  diseovereii  the 
true  pha-e-^  of  the  pdanet  Venus,  the  ?deiliceaii  stars,  and  other  wonderfid 
aj'pearance.s  in  ihe  eeh.'stia!  regions. 

Nor  is  science  le-s  indebted  to  many  dignified  characters  in  earlier 
times  amongst  the  moderns,  jiarticularly  Regiomontanus,  Copernicus, 
Tycho,  and  Kepler,  who  ha.ve  immortalized  their  names  by  their  im- 
jn'ovemenls  in  astronomy  ;  and  with  a  sujterior  saga.city,  industry,  and 
iiflection  for  that  branch  of  science,  they  have  advanced  it  greatly 
toward  perfection. 

Thev  have  ]u-oved  the  elliptical  orbits  of  the  planets;  that  the  areas 
they  de-cribed  by  radii  diawn  from  tlic  sun  to  the  ])lauftt  were  ]i.-oi.or- 
tiosicd  to  the  times  of  their  revobiti(Uis,  and  that  the  squares  of  their 
jieriodic  times  were  as  the  cubes  of  their  distances  iVoin  the  sun,  rela- 
tively. 

Jjnt  all  these  noble  discoveries  and  valuable  acijuisitions  to  our  >Uk-1: 
of  knowledge  would  have  been  iiL-uOicient  to  unravel  the  true  inliicipK-s 
of  th.e  universe,  without  the  assistance  of  algebra.  Tliis  elegant  branch 
of  science,  under  tlie  management  of  Descartes,  Uarrow,  Walli-,  lluy- 
gens,  Leibnitz,  and  a  great  mindier  of  other  eminent  men,' had  eniaiged 

1  .'^ee  liis  Instanratiun  of  the  Sciences. 

■-  '•  Tlie  celebrat'.'d  Guliluo  was  cynfinc-d  hi  the  luquisiiiou  for  mx  ytars  au■^  I'lU  v>  she 
torture  for  asserliiiLc  tiic  motion  of  tlie  eartli,  ;ind  wte;  iit  !a.-t  ol,liL'.;<i  lo  u:t::u:i  In.-- 
opinion  to  obtain  his  enlfLr-omfeiit;  immi.-diately  ui-on  hi--  r/Ieo-J  he  looked  >:i' t-.  \).'.: 
heavens  in  a  contenir.lative  mood,  and  then  down  ui.'iii  tlie  ..iirth  .-^-.'venil  liuie.-,  and  ;.< 
l:ist  broke  out  in  thi=  san;a.slic  ejacnlaiion— lO.'i  (ir  larlii  uiU  tUH  ;/env.--.I!a:.;l(i  ;■ 
]io':o.n  lAlu.inj. 

3  U  would  be  the  elfecdof  ignorance,  or  an  iliiljcral  j-idrit,  nut  to  ael;uu\vled_-e  ilie 
earlv  advantages  which  .science  derived  from  t!ie  patronnL'r  and  i,i-eni..u.s  labors  of 
Alptionso,  King  of  Ca.tile;  sacvodJoseo,  i,n,.fessor  of  astronomy  at  I'afi.-;  i'nibaeb,  in 
Austria,  and  liis  disci)de,  Itoyaumonl.  A  liumorous  but  i>  leveient  expie>-;e.ii  wt  Ai- 
j.lionso  is  i.re.served,  whieli  at  once  shows  Ir.s  j.le.t-.tntry  mid  hi-  i.oiien.inun.  \^i.en^ 
lliecomph-.x  sv.-t*-m  of  I'lolemy  was  e.v-plained  to  idm,  In;  v.-;e-  -o  miirh  di-i'!-.i'-ed  by 
Iheperph-iitv'whieli  his  multitude  of  erb>  and  orbits  -av  1dm.  Ilea  he  .vod.'MMd  il 
(.iod  )iad  called  hini  inr.,  Hi- ee  ,ii,il,  tlie  machine  of  tlie  world  would  have  b:;en  neee 
liss  conijilev."— XAiei;i;  Jii-vL.n  in. 
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the  luility  of  boili  spocnlativo  and  practical  mathematics  to  such  an 
extent  tliat  the  most  }ieipiexci;l  and  intricate  I'mblcms  were  reduced 
with  as  much  ease  as  .Alexander  dissevered  the  Gordian  knot,  and  led 
to  the  invention  of  that  abstru-e,  comi)endious,  extensive,  and  sublime 
doctrine  of  iUixicns. 

In  this  advanced  state  of  natural,  mathematical,  and  astronomical 
knowledge,  it  was  morally  impossible  thai  a  genius  of  so  transcendent 
a  nature  as  the  incomparable  >;euton  sliould  avoid  niaking  an  arj'ange- 
ment  of  these  elements  into  that  elegant  system  of  the  universe,  Vi-hich 
is  v.-orthy  of  the  divine  arciiitect. 

Before  tliis  wonderful  jierson,  tair  conjectures  were  unsujiportcd  by 
demonstration  ;  but  he  hapjdly  a]iplied  mathenu\tics  to  philosophy, 
which  enriched  the  world  with  the  most  important  discoveries,  and  un- 
folded the  most  conjjdicated  laws  of  nature.  The  vast  ecccntriciiy  of 
the  cometary  bodies  and  their  mriiions  round  the  sun  weri.-  deduced  I'rom 
ilie  univer.-al  laws  of  aitractiou,  and  the  ^t-emiug  inegularitics  of  the 
moon  v.ere  reconcileil  to  the  same  pervading  cause,  operating  by  the 
joint  iuliuence  of  the  sun  and  the  earth  ;  the  various  phenomena  of  the 
tides,  with  all  the  difficulties  attendiiig  their  solution,  were  obviated. 
That  the  earth  is  a  flattened  sphere  was  plainly  shown  to  be  the  conse- 
quence of  its  diurjial  rotation;  and  while  other  naturalist-s  sought  for 
the  origin  of  colors  in  tiie  mixlure  of  light  arid  shadow,  he  showed 
that  they  were  congenial  witli  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  contained  the 
clement  of  liglit  it-elf.  In  short,  so  various  ami  so  imj)ortanL  were  the 
discoveries  which  he  made,  that  they  lead  us,  linl;  by  link,  by  tracing 
cfTects,  up  to  tlie  great  and  eternal  iirst  cause,  and  have  illuminated  the 
world  by  their  elfulgence, — not  only  v>'hile  he  wa<  living,  but  have  laid 
the  foundation  for  future  ac(iui.-iiions,  after  he  was  entombed  in  the 
silent  grave. 

A  system  so  iiertect,  so  rational,  and  well  sujiported  as  hi.-,  had  almost 
put  a  period  to  further  advances  in  science;  and  on  a  superficial  viesv 
we  should  be  ready  to  conclude  tluit  there  remain  but  scaiity  gleanings 
after  these  illu-trious  laborers  in  the  lields  of  science  ;  but  there  was  re- 
served, and  with  confidence  I  a--ert  it,  there  is  yet  in  reserve,  a  va.-t 
fund  to  gratify  lliC  utmo.-t  ambition  of  the  inqui-Ilive  sons  of  America. 
It  only  rc-ijuires  tiie  sa)ne  ])redominant  affection  for  science,  the  same 
ardor,  and  the  same  assiduity,  directed  by  a  lilK-i'al  education,  and  new 
instances  v.dll  oceur  of  the  elcjnenls  being  brought  into  subjection  by 
her  ]ihilosophers,  as  well  as  the  swill  dai'ting  lightning,'  or  the  turbule/U 
ocean,'  by  that  accoiupli-hed  jtatriot  and  jdiilo.-oidier,  our  illu-trious 
'  jnesident.''     Xor  are  our  boa.sts  confined  tu  hiui  alone,  and  I  tru-^t  the 


■  By  the  >li.-cov;i>  (ifmclallic  p^jints  lo  tlir.cl,ari,'c  tlic  ek-i/trii-  lUiid  in  n  gfiUle  cmiciit. 
2  }Jy  [.oil ring  oil  upon  tlic  siirfuco  ol'th.-  water,  U.is  s;i,L.;.i(;iou--  jiliild^oplirr  i  l>i-.  )'iu;il.:- 
!ill)  (■xi>(."ri._'.iioc..l  tin,-  miriU.-iiluus  eil'trl  ni'  !i.-.-na;;ii]^  llic  u-jitatinn  nl'  llic  v.'j-.vcs. 
^  l)oc  tor  l''ra!iT;!in. 


Ajjpeiuli.v.  85 

claims  of  our  departed  GodlVoy'  and  Bartniui  •'  will  not  be  jierinilled 
by  tlii-  sovifty  to  I'erish  uiiiecorded. 

Finally,  eentlenK':!,  kiiowled;.;e  beinu"  pro^Tcssive,  tlie  only  moans  in 
tlic  power  ot' this  society  to  ]iromote  it  is  by  stimiilaiinj;'  tlieir  iVllow-riti- 
zens  to  a  dilii.-^t-nt  attention  I'l  the  i">he;ionion.i  of  nainre  and  a  minm.e 
observanec  of  her  laws;  to  e.xeite  an  alVeetion  lor  learninir ;  to  promote 
exjieriuiental  inquiries  and  matheniatieal  kuowledu;:e,  '"whose  words  are 
so  many  OTj.'Ies,  and  work<  are  so  iviany  niiraele-,  which  blabs  out  noth- 
ing rashly,  nor  designs  anything  iVom  liio  ]iur[iuse,  but  jdainly  ih'iuoii- 
strates  and  rea-lily  jierrorni^  all  things  within  it>  eompa-s.'' '' 

]"or  thc  =  c  pU)-iio<(.'s  have  learned  a-^oeiatinn^  been  made  iri  Eurojie/ 
with  sueh  intinite  advantages,  and  sueli  vast  funds  of  useful  kncvledge 
collected,  jn-eserved,  and  dilfuscd  among  mankind, '"  that  the  power  of 
man  over  matter  is  iricreased,  and  the  conveniences  of  life  so  multiplied"  '' 
that  we  live  in  a  '^tate  of  imi>ioved  ease,  dignity,  and  opulence. 

To  imiui'e  the  exar.ijile  of  tl'.ose  associations,  and  to  walk  in  ihcir 
v.'nys,  will  be  the  j)roper  business  of  this  society;  a,  labor  so  lionrtrable, 
Ji  scheme  so  beneficent,  a.iid  ]iursuits  so  virtuous  .-ind  benevolent,  will 
obtain  the  jiatronage  and  support  of  every  good  man,  and  merit  the 
blessing  of  heaven. 

1  Ml'.  Thomas  Godfrey,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  the  original  inventor  of  that  nFeful 
se.T  ir.strument  called  Iladley's  quadrant ;  of  the  honor  and  eiUdluiiients  of  the  invtn- 
tinu  lie  was  unfortunately  deprived.  >vq  the  Ai:n:ri'\rn  M'lc-^'-'i"-  f'T  July  aiid  Ar.giL-t, 
177S,  fur  .some  account  of  his  liie. 

2Mr.  John  Barlrani,  a  native  of  Pennsylvanin.  has  distingui>hed  hiin<(-lf  a!;ioi]j;sl 
the  learned  of  the  most  civilized  nation?,  for  his  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  nat- 
ural liistory  of  America,  particularly  bcttany,  and  his  in;^fiiious  disquisitions  uj'on 
some  singular  phenomena  in  the  fussil  kingdom. 

3  Barrow.    Introductory  Lecture  to  his  cour.-e  of  the  raathciuntics. 

■•Learning  is  a  more  durahle  .source  of  wealth  to  a  nation  than  the  niinos  of  (Jolcondd 
or  Peru,  and  of  more  solid  fame  than  the  most  splendid  military  achievements.  The 
numerous  societies  of  literature  \\liich  have  l.cen  instituted  in  Franco  nnd-.-r  thu 
patronage  of  their  kings,  and  sujiported  with  a  munifieence  and  liberality  equal  to  so 
august  and  powerful  a  monarch  and  so  great  a  nation,  have  contributed  inA  only  to 
their  glory  and  reputation,  but  U>  their  true  interest.  It  is  to  the  cultivation  of  learning 
and  the  sujiport  given  to  learned  men  that  their  artists  are  eminently  skilful  in  every 
brairth  of  manufactun-,  and  so  haj.piily  blend  the  ornamental  with  l!ie  useful  iliat 
their  taste  is  no  less  admired  for  it- elegance  than  it  is  envied  f.r  it<  iniuiitablc  (.■xeel- 
lence.  It  i-  to  the  s;ime  eaii-e  we  mu-t  attribute  the  liriuri.-hing  state  of  lb. -ir  C'.'ra- 
inerce;  that  their  armi'<  arc  th''  scunige  and  tern^r  of  tyrant-:  that  their  marin--  -V  i;.i- 
proved  for  the  protection  of  the  iipprc^sed.  ami  to  restrain  the  unlimited  in.-ileiice  of 
an  unpriueipled  j.oMcr;  that  eeoninuy  pervades  every  l/ranch  of  their  sidminislrntion  ; 
that  their  fiiiajiet-s  are  improved  and  their-ta.\e.s  not  burdt-nsome;  lliat  their  niir.ister.s 
ami  ollicei.- of  stair  aie  endowed  with  that  uddres-,  equaiiimily,  i-rudeiice,  the  mo.-l 
cincient  v.'i.dom  ai.d  d.if!'j>ive  benevolence,  v.  hich  has  not  only  licen  produ.  ti\  u  <.f 
hapidness  and  fiucurity  tci  the  nation,  but  made  their  kinj^s  pre-eminent  in  glory,  in 
power  and  felicity. 

''Kacon. 
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COPY  OF  T}IE  LAST  WILT,  AND  TE^^A^rI■:XT  OF  OWEN 

r.lDDLE. 

J,  Owen  ]'id(ile  of  tlie  ("ity  ot'  l^liilndelpliia,  boiiig  ofsouin.l  ilispo.-in-- 
niiud  and  nieinory,  though  wcik  in  body,  do  make  and  deelaie  this  tu  be 
and  contain  my  b\>t  Will  :ind  Te-^tanient,  viz: 

It  is  my  will  that  either  ol'  rny  children  may  take  at  an  aiijiraiscinent 
-iny  urticle  or  articles  of  my  movctdde  proj)crty  that  they  may  choose, 
exoe]">ting  only  those  which  I  have  hereinafter  jiarticnlarly  spccifie<l  and 
bequeathed. 

I  give  and  liequcatli  nnto  my  daughter^  Rebecca  Owen  Thomson  one 
of  tlie  TWO  large  Chests  of  Diawcrs, — she  taking  her  choice. 

1  give  and  bcqueatli  nnto  my  daughter,  Anna  Biddle  the  other  of  the 
paid  Chests  of  Drawers,  and  the  old  lamily  Bible  in  three  volumes. 

I  give  avid  bequeath  unto  my  said  daughters,  IJebecca  and  Asma, 
equally  to  be  divided  between  thorn  the  sum  of  sixty  three  iionnds  which 
was  due  from  the  shoj)  to  their  sister,  my  late  daughter  Sarah,  and  also 
all  the  wearing  ajiparel  of  my  late  v/ife,  and  of  my  said  daughter  Sarah, 
deceased. 

I  give  and  l)equeath  to  my  soi;  Owen  my  Clock  and  case  thereto 
belonging. 

T  give  ami  bequeath  to  my  son  Clenn?nt  my  r)c-k  and  Bookcase. 

I  give  and  l)eqneath  to  my  son  .John  one  half  of  the  furniture  of  the. 
Shop,  and  of  such  other  a.rtic!es,  the  properly  of  the  late  copartnership 
l>etween  hin)  and  me,  as  shall  not  have  been  ]ireviou-!y  divided  between 
us;  I  also  give  to  my  .'-■aid  son  John,  the  Still  with  its  ajipurtenances. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  Hannah  Fairhunb  the  large  old  ^Vatch  wliich 
formerly  belonged  to  her  father. 

I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Executors,  and  the  survivors  and  sur- 
vivor of  them,  the  >\xm  of  Fifty  dollars,  In  trust,  that  they  shall  jiay  the 
same  to  the  Trca-,urer  lor  the  tisne  being  of  the  In.->tiTution  e4al)ii-hed 
under  the  care  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  for  Pennsylvania  etc., 
for  the  School  Education  and  religious  Instruction  of  youth,  in  one  or 
more  l>oarding  .Schools,  for  the  use  of  that  Institution;  which  Legacy 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Instiliilion  is  luA  to  be  paid  until  alter  ilu;  settle- 
ment of  my  aflaijs,  which  were  lately  in  the  hand-  of  Jann\s  Bringluirst, 
liichard  Wells  and  .John  J'"ield.  and  which  the  two  iormer  have  assigned 
to  my  ^on  Jolin  i^iddle  and  I'limnas  Stewardson. 

I  do  hereby  order  and  direct,  authorize  ami  empower  my  Executors 
hereinafter  named,  and  the  .survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  to  sell  ami  dis- 
j-jose  of  all  my  moveable  property  which  I  have  not  hereinbefore  other- 
wise disjiosed  of,  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  a.s  they,  in  their  discre- 
tion .shall  think  ].ro};er ;  and  I  do  hereby  al-^o  ordei'  and  direct,  authorize 
and  euiiiower  my  ENeciitors,  and  I  he  snivivors  a.nd  .-nrvivor  of  them,  to 
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LTunt,  I'arg.iiu,  M^li  ami  ili--iHi,-c  <it',  citluM'  at  ptiMi'-  or  iii'ivate  salt'  <ir 
sales,  ill  tlicir  tli-cri'tioii,  all  such  trarts  of  laml,  [Kirts  and  iinrlion-  ot' 
my  Kr.i]  Instate  \v!ii(,li  1  liLTclDrtM-:  a-si-'tu'i!  to  sai'!  JaiiK'S  l)iii);iliui-s!, 
Iticlianl  ^Volls  and  John  J''iehl.  and  huely  rcassi'_  iu-i'i  (u  my  st)ti  .lolni 
liiddlo  and  '.I'lioma.sStowardson,  In  trust,  lur  tlie  l.'onclit  nl'  my  frodi'nr.- 
(o  whom  I  was  indcl^lfd,  on  the  Eighth  day  ol"  tlir  Fii'si  month,  ( >iir 
lhoiisr-,nd  Seven  Inindrci!  and  l>ip]i!y  tliree,  as  ^h:\\\  remain  my  jiropeity 
alUT  the  debts  Ity  me  owini;  at  iha!  lime  are  diM.-ii:iri;«'d  ;  and  1  authorize 
and  empower  my  Executors,  and  tlie  survivors  and  >urvivor  of  them,  to 
make  and  execute  good  and  snnieicnt  Titles  for  the  saine,  or  any  jiart  or 
jiarcel  llicrenf  in  fee  simple  to  the  pitrehaser  or  jiirehascrs  tliere'>f,  hi-;, 
her  or  their  jleirs  and  Assigns  forever. 

A/id  as  for  and  eoneernin-j;  all  the  Monies  which  sliail  arise  from  tlie 
aforesaid  sales — the  same  sliall  be  applied  in  the  lirsi  j^iace  to  the  jtay- 
ment  of  my  sl:aie  of  the  debts  due  from  the  late  copartnership  between 
w:  ;;>i'l  my  ^  ee  John,  and  to  the  discharge  of  my  own  private  deli's 
contra.eted  since  the  Eighth  day  of  tlie  First  month,  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  threo,  and  to  the  ]>ayme]it  of  my  fu.iieral  expenses, 
and  the  ]iecntiiary  Legacies  hereinbefore  bciiueathe<l. 

//'"/;;.  .[  give,  devise  and  beijueath  all  the  .Rest.  Eesidue,  Jieversiou 
and  Kemainder  of  my  Estate,  ileal,  ]jersona!  ami  mixed,  whatsoever  and 
wheresoever,  unto  my  five  children,  Johti  r.id'Jle,  llelieeea.  Owen  'i'liiim- 
80)1,  Owen  I'liddle  junior,  Clement  Biddle  junior,  and  Anna  I'idule,  tle-ir 
several  and  respL-ctive  Heirs,  Executors,  Administrators  and  Assign.-, 
forever,  etjually  to  be  divided  between  ihern,  pari  and  share  alike,  as 
tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants. 

And  I  nominate  and  appnint  my  sons  John.  I'nddle  and  Owei'i  I'.iddle 
junior,  and  my  -on-indaw  Teter  Tliomson  to  be  the  Executors  ol'  this 
my  last  Will  and  Testament,  hereby  revoking  all  former  and  other  Wills 
by  me  made,  and  declaring  th's  only  to  bo  my  last. 

In  witness  whereof  1  liave  hereunto  set  my  Hand  and  Seal  this  ^ec- 
ond  day  of  tlie  'J'hird  im^nth  callcl  ]\larch,  in  the  year  (if  our  Lord,  (_)iie 
tkonsand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  nine. 


Signed  sealed  jadjlislird  and  declared  by  Owen   ]*.iddh_',  the  Testator, 
as  and  for  his  ki-t  'Will  ajid  'I'e-^lament  in  the  prer-enee  of  us. 
Tne  21st.  and  22d.  lines  of  ilie  i\i->A  jtage  being  fir.-l  erased. 

.Iacou  P.^kkt. 

riiCH"  Hu.MI'iniKV.S. 

Ailirmed,  and  il^e  J'.xecutors  afiirmed,  tiie  2Stli.  day  of  .March  IT'J'J. 

Before  P.  Wampoil  1).  Bi:..;. 
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